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The Theme: He is not here: for He is Risen.
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The Text: He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Mt. 28:6
The Thots:


Intro.: Today, Christians all over the world Remember the Resurrection of Jesus on the first day of the Week.
A. Jesus’s Resurrection was Prophesied.
1. It was Prophesied by the Prophets.

a. Job Expected to see a Resurrected Redeemer after his death.
Job 19:25, 26

For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:

b. David Anticipated a Saviour Who died but would Rise again.
Acts 2:24-25 

[Jesus] Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that He should be holden of it. For David speaketh concerning Him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face… 
2. It was Propounded by the Psalmist.
Psa. 16:10, NKJV

For You will not leave My soul in Sheol [Grave], nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.
a. Quoted by Peter at Pentecost to Prove Jesus’ Resurrection.
Acts 2:14, 27

b. Referred to by Paul in His Preaching that Jesus had Risen from the dead. 
Acts 13:35-37

3. It was Predicted Personally by Jesus Himself.
Matt. 16:21 cf. 17:22, 23
a. The Prospect before Him:
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests….be killed, and be raised again the third day. 
b. The Pictures He used to emphasise the Point.
Jn. 2:20-22
i. Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this Temple in Building, and wilt Thou rear it up 
in three days? But He spake of the Temple of His Body. When therefore He was risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.
ii. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Mt. 12:40, NKJV
B. Jesus’ Resurrection was Verified.

1. By Living Witnesses as Recorded in the Gospels – He Appeared Alive after His Resurrection…
a. To Mary Magdalene at the sepulchre alone. 
Jn. 20:11-18
b. To certain women, "the other Mary," Salome, Joanna, and others.
Mt. 28:1-10
c. To Simon Peter alone on the day of the resurrection.
Lk. 24:34; I Cor. 15:5
d. To two disciples on the way to Emmaus.
Lk. 24:13-35 
e. To the 10/11 disciples and others "with them," on the eve of the resurrection.       Jn. 20:19-24; 20:26-28
f. To the disciples when fishing at the Sea of Galilee. 
Jn. 21:1-23 
g. To the apostles immediately before the ascension. 
Mk. 16:19; Lk. 24:50-52; Acts 1:4-10
2. In the Living Word of Scripture…

a. As Referred to by Jesus.
Lk. 24:44-46 
These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me…
Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.
b. As Revealed to Paul:
I Cor. 15:5-8
i. And that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
ii. After that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
iii. After that, He was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all He was seen of me [Paul] also.
C. Jesus’ Resurrection could not be Falsified.

1. His Spirit did not Swoon; He Really died. 
a. His Spirit had Returned to God, His Father
Lk. 23:46, NKJV 

Jesus… cried out… ‘Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.' Having said this, He breathed His last.

b. Jesus was alReady dead when His Body was taken down.
Cf. Mk. 15:44, 45 NKJV 

Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some time.  So when he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.
2. His Person was not Substituted – He was identified by Joseph and Nicodemus. 
Jn. 19:38-40
And after this Joseph of Arimathaea…came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus… Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices…to bury.
3. His Body was not Stolen –


His Sepulchre was Sealed and guarded by Soldiers at the request of His enemies.
Mt. 27:62-65, 66
So they…made the Sepulchre Sure, Sealing the Stone, and Setting a watch.

Jesus Physically Died, was Buried and Rose again –“He is not here: for He is risen as He said.”

Thus today we Remember His death, Burial and Resurrection in the Breaking of the Bread 
and drinking of the Cup, symbol of His Blood that was shed for us.
I Cor. 11:26
Christ is risen! Hallelujah! Risen our victorious Head!


Sing His praises! Hallelujah! Christ is risen from the dead!
John S. B. Mon­sell
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Do you really believe that Jesus indeed had Risen and that…

· God hath raised Him from the dead?
Rom. 10:9

· God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name?
· That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth,
· And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.
Phil. 2:9-11

· He is now sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high?
Heb. 1:3b

Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him? 
· Seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.
Heb. 7:25
· Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens… 

Jesus the Son of God…
· Let us hold fast our profession.
Heb. 4:14
· Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:16

· Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Heb. 10:22
· Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering;
(for He is faithful that promised;) 
Heb. 10:23

· And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Heb. 10:24
· Wherefore Seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
· let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
· and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.
Heb. 12:1
If you indeed believe that Jesus REALLY had risen from the dead this day, 
then can you say Amen and Act on the truths mentioned above – let us…? 
REFLECT.
2. Also, if you really believe that Jesus is Really Risen from the dead, 
then will the following challenges of a risen life with Him be true of you?

· Col. 3:1-4 – If ye then be risen with Christ…

Seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

· Rom. 6:1-5 – Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:

· Rom. 6:9-13 – Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over Him. For in that He died, He died unto sin once: 
but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 

but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 
Can you do just that to show that you are indeed risen with Christ?
REFLECT


Points To Ponder:
To Really Believe in the Resurrection of Christ is to Live a Risen Life with Christ in you.
