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The Theme: 
JESUS “Delivered”
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The Text: The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified…
Lk. 24:7
The Thots:

Intro.: Towards the end of this week, Christians will be gathering to remember and celebrate the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus over a period of three days. Jesus died and rose again on the first day of the week which is our Sunday. On that week-end prior to this day…
Mt. 28:1, 6
A. God Delivered Jesus to Sinners…
Luke 24:7 
The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified…

1. Because God had Compassion (Love) for Sinners.
Rom. 5:6-10. NKJV 

a. God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still Sinners, Christ died for us.  5:8
b. For when we were still without Strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

5:6
c. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be Saved by His life.

5:10
2. Because in God’s Great Counsel that was the only way to Save them.
Acts 2:23
a. Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
b. All things are delivered unto Me of My Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father;  Mt. 11:27a
3. Even if it meant Costing God His own Son and not Sparing Him:
Rom. 8:28
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all…

Jesus was Delivered by God to Die for us!
B. Jesus being Delivered to Save Sinners:

1. The People delivered Jesus to the Sanhedrin (Council of Chief priests, Mt. 26:3)
Mk. 15:1a
The chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus…
2. The Chief Priests then delivered Jesus to Pilate for Sentencing.
Mk. 15:1b; Mt. 27:2
a. And straightway in the morning the chief priests…delivered Him to Pilate
b. When they had bound Him, they led Him away, and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor.
Note: The Jews were not Permitted to Put anyone to death. Thus, they brought Jesus to Pilate to Persuade him, as representing the Roman government, to execute Him Whom they considered worthy of death.
3. Finally, the Roman Potentate Delivered Jesus to the Soldiers to Scourge and Crucify Him.
a. But first he tried to Clear his Conscience as reminded him by his wife.
Mt. 27:19  

…his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just Man…
Also Pilate knew that for envy they had delivered Him.
Mt. 27:18

b. He then tried to release Christ by giving a Choice to the people to Crucify a Criminal. 
27:17
Pilate said, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ? 
c. But the Chief priests and their Company Chose Barabbas, the Criminal, to be set free.
27:20


The chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.
d. The Conclusion of the Case – Christ was sent to be Crucified!
Mt. 27:26a
i. Then released he Barabbas unto them – A Criminal was Chosen to be set free!


ii. and when he had Scourged Jesus – for that Pilate first Sent Him to the Soldiers:
Mt. 27:27  


Then the Soldiers of the governor took Jesus…and gathered unto Him the whole band of soldiers.

· And they Stripped Him, and put on Him a Scarlet robe.

27:28
· And they Scorned Him – 
And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! 
27:29
· And they Spit upon him, and took the reed, and Smote him on the head.

27:30
e. Then, Christ was led out to be Crucified – he delivered Him to be crucified. 

27:26b
C. The Consequences of Jesus  being Delivered to Save Sinners:
Acts 2:23-24, NKJV 
1. God Raised Him up to Life again – Jesus was never a Sinner and could not be Subject to Sin and Death.
Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, 
because it was not possible that He should be held by it.
2. Thus, Jesus is the Only Sinless One Who can Deliver us from Sin and Death:
I Cor. 15:55-57 

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us this Day Remember Him in His Death, Burial and Resurrection  at the Lord’s Supper which was delivered to Paul by Revelation for us to Remember Him thus:
I Cor. 11:23-24 

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus 
the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, He brake it, 
and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
For the bread, which Thou hast broken; For the wine, which Thou hast poured;


For the words, which Thou hast spoken— Now we give Thee thanks, O Lord.
L. F. Benson
REFLECTION FOR THE WEEK
R. 740
1. Come Friday to Sunday, Christians and non-Christians too (!) celebrate Easter. This is not surprising. Non-Christians have no qualms to celebrate this day because to them it is Easter fun and Entertainment with plenty of Easter bunnies, Easter eggs, Easter chocolates, etc. etc.
Here is an extract taken from an article in the Net on the celebration of Easter:

(https://www.realsimple.com/holidays-entertaining/holidays/more-holidays/easter-traditions-explained) – 
 For Christians, Easter is a deeply religious holiday, celebrating the day Jesus arose from the dead after the Crucifixion. It has also become a highly commercial event, full of chocolate rabbits, decorated Easter baskets, and colorful eggs. And, of course, there’s the Easter Bunny, dropping off baskets of treats in the middle of the night to delight children everywhere on Easter morning. But how did all the candy chicks, chocolate bunnies, and dyed eggs become such a large part of the celebration?

Some claim that the word Easter derives from Eostre, a pagan goddess of spring and fertility. According to folklore, Eostre found a bird dying from the cold and turned it into a rabbit so its fur would keep it warm—but that rabbit still laid eggs like a bird. “In one version [of the story], the bunny paints and decorates the eggs as a gift to Eostre to show his loyalty and love,” says Brandi Auset, the author of The Goddess Guide ($17, amazon.com). It’s possible this story is the reason that bunnies and birds—and chicks, if you ask the company that makes the popular Peeps marshmallow candies—are connected with the holiday.

Dyeing Easter eggs may have a deeper religious connection as well. One tradition regarding Easter eggs is related to Mary Magdalene, the first person to see Jesus after the Resurrection. She was holding a plain egg in the presence of an emperor and proclaiming the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The emperor said that Jesus’ rising from the dead was as likely as that egg turning red—and the egg turned bright red while he was still speaking. In addition, for the 40 days leading up to Easter, known as Lent, Christians begin preparing for the holiday by praying, meditating, and making personal sacrifices. “Christians [have historically] prepared themselves by forgoing ordinary dietary items, such as meat, eggs, and milk,” says Anne Kathryn Killinger, the author of An Inner Journey to Easter ($15, amazon.com). “For many years, Easter was known in Western Europe as Egg Sunday, for eating eggs on that day was one of its joys.” Those eggs were often presented in baskets lined with colored straw to resemble a bird’s nest, thanks again perhaps to Eostre.
How will you and your family celebrate “Easter” – with Fun and Frolic based on Folklore or 
in Serious Contemplation of your Saviour from Sin based on Scripture Facts?    REFLECT
2. The word “Easter” is not found in the Bible except in the King James Version in Acts 12:4: 

When he (Herod) had apprehended him (Peter), he put him in prison…intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.
The word translated “easter” is a mistranslation of the Greek pascha which is the word “Passover”. It has nothing to do with our present understanding of “easter” (see #1 above).  The "Passover" here refers to the Jewish combined eight-day festival, the Passover itself followed by the seven days of unleavened bread (Exodus 12:14-15) – 

And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.
This is the season we should be remembering the death of Christ as the Passover Lamb sacrificed for us (I Cor. 5:7), His burial and resurrection.  
The head of the Jewish family was required to give the reason for their celebrating the Passover. (Exodus 12:26-27) – And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service?  That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped.

How would you celebrate “Easter” and what explanation would you give your children when they ask you the reason for the celebration?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Caution! Commercial “Easter” has taken over the Christ of Passover.
