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The Theme: 
Jacob and Israel
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The Text: Remember these, O Jacob and Israel
Isa. 44:21

The Thots:

A. The People of God: 
Jacob and Israel
Isa. 44:21
1. God’s Called-out People –
Isa. 48:12
Hearken unto Me, O Jacob and Israel, My called; I am He; I am the first, I also am the last.
2. God’s Chosen People – For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: 
the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, 
above all people that are upon the face of the earth.
Deut. 7:6

3. Cf. The Church, God’s Chosen Generation and Priesthood – 
I Pet. 2:9a, NKJV 
You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people…
B. The Promise of God.
Isa. 44:2
1. God Remembered them though in Captivity in Babylon, because…thou art My servant
Isa. 44:21a
a. God had Formed them – thou art My servant: I have formed thee
Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, and He that formed thee from the womb.

44:24a
b. God would not Forget them – thou art My servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me. 
44:21b
c. God would Forgive their sins – 
I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins.

44:22a
2. God would Redeem them from their Captivity – Jacob and Israel
Isa. 44:23
Return unto Me; for I have Redeemed thee.

44:22b
 for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified Himself in Israel. 
44:23d
3. God would Raise King Cyrus to Return Jacob and Israel to their Land.
Isa. 44:28-45:4 
a. The Special Position of Cyrus:


i. He would be the Lord’s Shepherd to do all that the Lord Declared:
Isa. 44:28

That saith of Cyrus, He is My shepherd, and shall perform all My pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.
ii. He would be the Lord’s Anointed to Subdue nations to return Israel to Jerusalem.
Isa. 45:1 
Saith the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, 
to subdue nations before him; 
iii. He would do this for Jacob My Servant's Sake, and Israel Mine elect…
Isa. 45:4
b. The Specific Prophecy concerning Cyrus.
Isa. 44:28-45:4
i. He was Singled out to be God’s “Shepherd, and shall Perform all My Pleasure: 
even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid”
ii. He was Sanctified (anointed. lit. = Consecrated) from Birth to do God’s Purpose.

45:1
· He was Anointed by God to Subdue Babylon to free Israel.
Thus saith the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations
· Cyrus later Appointed his army general Darius to Divert the Euphrates river that surrounded and protected Babylon so that he could go in the "two leaved gates" and conquer Babylon.
 Cf. Dan. 5
I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;


iii. He was Surnamed “Cyrus” even before his Birth in Isaiah’s Prophecy.


45:4

· Isaiah Prophesied in 7th Century B.C. 

· Cyrus was the Potentate in 6th Century B.C. (590?-529B.C.).
· The Prophecy was made over a Century before Cyrus was born!!

C. The Praise of God for what He did: 
  
Isa. 44:21, 23, 24c
1. Remember these, O Jacob and Israel… I have formed thee; thou art My servant.

Isa.
44:21
2. The Response to God from His Creation: I am the LORD that maketh all things;
Isa.  44:23, 24c 


that Stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that Spreadeth abroad the earth by Myself;

       
44:24d, e

a. Sing, O ye heavens; for the LORD hath done it: 

       
44:23a
b. Shout, ye lower parts of the earth: 

       
44:23b
c. Break forth into Singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein: 

       
44:23c
Cf. The Church today: Remember and Proclaim the Praises of Him who called you 

out of darkness into His marvellous light;
I Pet. 2:9b, NKJV
Now may the God of power and grace Attend His people’s humble cry!

Jehovah hears when Israel prays, And brings deliverance from on high.

The name of Jacob’s God defends Better than shields or brazen walls;


He from His sanctuary sends Succor and strength, when Zion calls.

Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 739
1. God made an unconditional covenant with Abram when He called him out of Ur of the Chaldees to go forth to a land of God’s Choice. God Declared:
Gen. 12:1-3

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

Note: The Call to Abraham was Unilateral, Unconditional and Unequivocal: Gen 12:2, 3
And I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing: 

And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

Its Confirmation was made to Abraham…
Gen. 12:7, 8
He said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, 

to give thee this land to inherit it.
And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? 

a. In a Night Ceremony:

Gen. 15:9-21 

9  And He said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 

10  And he took unto Him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. 

17  And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. 

18  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 

b. In a Name Change.
Gen. 17:4-5 

4  As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.
c. In a National Circumcision.
Gen. 17:10 
This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.
God’s Covenant made with Abraham was later confirmed with Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, his descendants – And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which He sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. (Gen. 50:24)
God will never forsake them though He might discipline them when they disobeyed Him.    At the end of it all He will keep His covenant He made to Abraham. 
Do you believe that God is keeping and will keep His promise to present-day Israel? 

Well some Christians do not!  Can God ever break His promise and Covenant to Abraham?

Paul has the answer in Rom. 11:1-2 - I say then, Hath God cast away His people? 
God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

God hath not cast away his people which He foreknew.

Do you believe God? Do you believe what Paul stated so clearly?
REFLECT
2. Has the Church replaced Israel today because of their disobedience?
 
Then God must have broken His Unilateral, Unconditional and Unequivocal Covenant with Abraham? 
REFLECT
To Ponder: The Sustenance of Israel till today is guarantee of God’s ability to keep His Covenant with His People – Israel AND the Church. 
