R738 Rumination for March 31, 2019
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
One and All
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The Text: Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

  and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.



Rom. 5:12
The Thots:

Intro: On 15th March in Christchurch, NZ One man Shot his gun, and Many died. 
See Reflections below
A. One Sinned, All Died; the Man was Sentenced.
1. When God Created Man, God's Terms for a Blessed Life were:

Gen. 2:16, 17
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
2. But the Devil Crept in with his Temptation and Lied to Eve.

Gen. 3:4, 5
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
3. Eve was Coerced into Transgression and Lost her status.

I Tim. 2:14


Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.
a. Adam was Faulted For Failing to Lead – He ate, what Eve gave him to Eat – He Followed! Gen. 3:6


The woman…took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband…and he did eat.
b. Adam should have Forbidden Eve but he did not! He was Figuratively responsible for their Fall! Gen. 3:9

And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?
c. Adam sinned Physically and would one Day Die as God had said.
Gen. 3:17-19 cf. 2:17

(God) said, Because thou [Adam] hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, 

of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; 

in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life…till thou return unto the ground; 

for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
d. Adam also Died Spiritually by his Disobedience, and he was Driven from God’s Presence. Gen. 3:24


So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubim, 

and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
4. Because one man (Adam) Committed Sin…




a. All in him are Pronounced to have sinned.

Rom. 5:12


Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;

and so death Passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
b. In deed, all also have Personally and Practically Sinned.

Rom. 3:23

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

c. And the Penalty or the wages of sin is death.

Rom. 6:23
5. Now for all men to be saved from Spiritual death and Separation from God’s Presence, Gen. 3:24


A Sinless Man must die in Adam’s Stead and for all Sinners.

Rom. 5:17-19 

a. For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. 

b. Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation;
even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

c. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, 
so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.
B. Thus, One Man became sin, and died that all who Sin may live. (As #5 above)

II Cor. 5:19
For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by One, Jesus Christ. 
Rom. 5:17
1. Jesus was Sinless; He Died that Many May Live. This was possible, because: 
a. He did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth:
I Pet. 2:22
b. God hath made Him to be sin for us, [He] who knew no sin; 
II Cor. 5:21
c. And ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin.
I Jn. 3:5
2. Hence, Jesus Suffered unto Death, even to the death of the Cross.
Phil. 2:7
a. He Descended from Heaven to become Man to Die for Man.
Phil. 2:8
b. He Died to pay man’s Debt of sin that that Many may Live.

i. The Receipt was his Resurrection - God did not allow His body to remain in the grave. Acts 2:27
ii. Jesus Rose again from the dead – Death and Grave could not hold Him.
I Cor. 15:55
iii. The Many Who Receive Him will Live.
Jn. 1:12
iv. The Many who Believe in His Resurrection will be saved.
Rom. 10:9
Con.: In the meanwhile, because He has Risen from the dead, He is now Present in our Midst.

         We are to Remember Him in His death, Burial, Resurrection until He Returns for us.
I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 738
1. On 15th March in Christchurch, New Zealand One man shot with his gun, and Many died. It was a massacre unprecedented in the history of New Zealand since 1943 – it was “the deadliest” in modern history against Muslims while they were praying in two mosques. At least 50 died and another 50 injured. It was a pre-meditated murder!  

The murderer’s intentions were even publicly broadcast before the act.
An account of this dastardly massacre is recorded in the following CNN news report:

https://edition.cnn.com/2019/03/15/asia/christchurch-mosque-shooting-intl/index.html
Worshipers ran from gunfire, desperately called police and huddled beneath the benches of two Christchurch mosques before two lightly armed community police officers apparently ran the gunman's car to the side of the road and brought the atrocity to an end after a terrifying 36 minutes.

New Zealand's Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern, said the gunman intended to continue his attack if he hadn't been stopped. "There were two other firearms in the vehicle that the offender was in and it absolutely was his intention to continue with his attack," she told reporters.

New Zealand police announced Sunday that 50 people had been killed and 50 others wounded in the unprecedented attack that stunned the nation and the world. The suspect, Brenton Harrison Tarrant, appeared in court Saturday, charged with one count of murder. Ardern said more charges would be laid.

Tarrant, 28, was handcuffed and wearing a white prison jumpsuit when he quietly walked into the courtroom. He did not enter a plea, but made a hand gesture associated with white supremacists.

If found guilty, he would not be put to death for having murdered others to because New Zealand law does not impose capital punishment for murder – 

Capital punishment in New Zealand first appeared in a codified form when New Zealand became a British colony in 1840, and it was first employed in 1842.[1] Capital punishment was last used in 1957, abolished for murder in 1961, and abolished for all crimes, including treason, in 1989 – Wikipedia.

That is Man’s Law.

God’s law is – 
Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: 

for in the image of God made He man. 
Gen. 9:6

Hence, to satisfy His own Law, because God so loved the Man He had created, He spared not even His only Sinless Son (Rom. 8:32) but gave Him up to die as Man’s Substitute for his Sin 
(I Pet. 2:24) to show that He was indeed the Righteous God that He is, that Man might not have to die in eternal punishment (Rom. 6:23).

But this Pardon is only extended to those who would accept His offer for…
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name. (Jn. 1:12, NKJV). Have you received this pardon?
REFLECT
2. When Innocent Jesus was crucified on the cross “whom ye slew and hanged on the tree”, (Acts 5:30; 10:39), Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do”. But they certainly knew what they did! Today, many are prepared to forgive the murderer at Christchurch, while many more cry for his life. According to NZ law, at worst, he might be sentenced to life imprisonment many times his life time. The tax-payers would have to pay for his sustenance in prison, while a homeless person or one in poverty may suffer for his/her life time with hardly any guaranteed sustenance.  What is your opinion on this?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Can a person forgive as Christ commands a Christian to forgive –
until seventy times seven (Matt, 18:21-22)?
