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The Theme: 
I Will Spare Them
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The Text: 
I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him 

Mal. 3:17
The Thots:

Intro: I will spare them…One group will be spared, the other will not be spared!
A. God would Spare His People, and He did.
1. Two groups of People Professed to serve God: – Then shall ye return, and discern… Mal. 3:18
a. between the righteous…him that serveth God

b. and the wicked…him that serveth Him not.
2. Their Contrasted Character: 
a. The Wicked…him that serveth Him not
i. They Spoke Stout (harsh, arrogant) words against the Lord;

3:13

They Said, It is vain to Serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept His ordinance,
and that we have walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts?

3:14
ii. They Sarcastically claimed, “So now we call the arrogant blessed; 
not only are the doers of wickedness built up but they also test God and escape.

3:15, NASB
b. The Blessed: all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, 



saith the LORD of hosts. 

Mal. 3:12
i. Because God would keep His Covenant with Abraham:

Gen. 12:1-3 

Now the LORD had said unto Abram… And I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 

And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

ii. Because these People were Committed and feared the LORD 

Mal. 3:16a
iii. And they…Communicated (spake) often one to another: 


3:16b
iv. The Lord  then Commemorated them in a book of remembrance:

The LORD Hearkened, and Heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him 
3:16c
v. He Commended them for they feared the LORD, and…thought upon His name.


3: 16d
vi. His Commitment:  And they shall be Mine…in that day when I make up My jewels; 

3:17a
· His Concluding Comparison:  I will spare them, as a man Spareth his own son that Serveth him. 3:17
B. Abraham would not Spare His Precious Son, but He was Spared.
1. God told Abraham to Sacrifice His son, Isaac to Him.
Gen. 22:2 

God said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…

and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

2. Abraham Obeyed and was prepared to Slay his Son to death.

22:10
And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

3. The Angel of the Lord intervened and Abraham was Spared His Son.

22:11-12 11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him…Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 

And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

4. A ram was Substituted to take the place of his Son.

22:13
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
· Abraham was Spared his Son by a Substitute ram Supplied by the Angel of the Lord!
C. God spared not Spare His Son, and He Really Did not.

Rom. 8:31-32

1. The Commitment to the Believer: He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
a. How shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
b. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, Who can be against us? 
2. The Challenge to the Believer:
a. God Spared not His Son but Sacrificed His all for His People.
Rom. 8:32

He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
b. Yet His people tried to Save their best for themselves and Spared God

What they would feel Shameful and not even Give to their Governor – 


Mal. 1:7, 8
And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? 

Offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD…
c. They Scorn the Lord’s Altar/Table:

Ye offer polluted bread upon Mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted Thee? 

In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. 
· What are you bringing to the Lord at His Supper this day?

Thou didst give Thyself for me,
Now I give myself to Thee. 
Author Unknown
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1. God Spared not His Son but gave Him up for us all to prove His Supreme Commitment to us. He could give us all the things He created in the world, all the creatures He possesses on this earth, anything that we could think of and ask from Him, but that would not put us into a personal relationship with Him righteously and judiciously. There would always be the sin question to deal with. 
God is a thrice-holy God and certainly sin can never be allowed into His presence. 
The sin question could only be dealt with by the death and judgment of the sinner. 

Rom. 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death; 
Heb. 9:27 – And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 

The only remedy for this judgment is the death of a Sinless Substitute in the Sinner’s place. God in His love for us had no choice other than to sacrifice His Spotless Sinless Son as a Substitute to bear our Sins in His own body on the tree.  Thus…

Rom. 8:32 – He… spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
And I Pet. 2:24 – Jesus His own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.
What response can we give to God Who loved us to this extent?

Can we join Isaac Watts to re-echo the words in his classic hymn?
When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride.
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.

REFLECT
2. Now let us spare a thought for the Israelites who towards the end of the Old Testament era, rejected God and rebelled against His commandments and yet sought to carry them out ritually without a thought of doing it from their hearts. They deluded themselves that they were “obeying” God in doing what He told them to do when in actual fact they were rebelling against God in spirit, heart and soul. Consider what Isaiah wrote about them –

Isaiah 65:2-4 – I have spread out My hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts; A people that provoketh Me to anger continually to My face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick; Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their vessels;  
Consider also what Malachi wrote of them:

Mal. 1:7-8 – Ye offer polluted bread upon Mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted Thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible.  And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts.
Mal. 1:12-14, NKJV –  "But you profane it, In that you say, 'The table of the LORD is defiled; And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.'  You also say, 'Oh, what a weariness!' And you sneer at it," Says the LORD of hosts. "And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick; Thus you bring an offering! Should I accept this from your hand?" Says the LORD.  "But cursed be the deceiver Who has in his flock a male, And takes a vow, But sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished-- For I am a great King," Says the LORD of hosts, "And My name is to be feared among the nations.

Is it possible that sometimes some of us are no different from these Israelites? REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Do we only “Sacrifice” to the Lord what we can Spare when He Spared not His Son for us?
