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The Theme: 
The Lord Himself
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The Text:  Now God Himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you.  I Thes. 3:11

The Thots: 


Intro.: 
A. In the Past, the Lord Himself…
Heb. 1:3 

Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His Person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
1. Who He Was in Person – His Worthiness: 
a. He is the Possessor (appointed heir) of all things – He made the worlds

1:2b, c
Cf. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. 
Jn. 1:3
b. He is the very Portrait of God – the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His Person.
1:3a
Cf. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
He hath declared Him. 

Jn. 1:18
2. What He did by the Power of His Word: upholding all things by the word of His power,

1:3b
Cf. For everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities –  all things have been created through Him 
and for Him. He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together.
Col. 1:16-17, HCSB
3. What He did to our Polluted Works: He had by Himself Purged our sins

1:3c
Cf. Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24
4. What He was Prized with – His reWard: sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
1:3d
Cf. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Phil. 2:9-11
B. In the Present, the Lord Himself…
Lk. 24:15

…while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them.
1. The Possibility of His Presence:
Jn. 16:7

Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.

2. The Promise of His Presence among His People –

Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. 
Mt. 18:20

3. The Perpetuity of His Presence – Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Mt. 28:20
C. In the Prospective future, the Lord Himself…
I Thes. 4:16
For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
1. The Promised Return for His People.
Jn. 14:2-3 

a. The Preparation: In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you…
b. The Promise: I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

2. His Personal Return
I Thes. 4:13-18
a. The Souls who will Return with Him – those who believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him

4:14
b. The Saints who will be Raptured to meet them:
i. Those who Sleep (dead) in Christ –

4:16
For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven…and the dead in Christ shall rise first.
ii. Those who are Still Alive when He Comes:

4:17a
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds

c. The Sanctified Reunion – Together they will be Caught up to meet the Lord in the air:

4:17b

and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

4:17c
3. The Sweet Rejoicing – Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

4:18
a. The Consolation to All: Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace…
b. The Comfort for All: Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always by all means. 
The Lord be with you all.  
II Thes. 3:16
Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.
II Thes. 2:16f 
c. The Commemoration till He Comes: 

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come. I Cor. 11:26
Who in the heavenly dwellings fair Can with the Lord Himself compare?


Or who among the mighty shares The likeness that Jehovah bears?
The Psalter
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 735
1. Jesus is coming soon! Do Christians believe this? The imminent second return of the Lord is closely linked with His death, burial, resurrection and ascension which made it possible for Him to return to earth to take all these believers “in Christ” back to the Father’s home to be with Him forevermore. This is the very essence of biblical evangelism. Yet today many professing Christians would like to keep this to themselves (if at all they believe in this truth in the first place!) and not share it with others with different views because one day all may change their views and come to the same view that all roads lead to Rome.
Consider the report below:
In 1957, the social psychologist Leon Festinger coined the term "cognitive dissonance" to describe the stress that results from holding two or more contradictory beliefs at the same time.

According to Festinger, people will attempt to alleviate the stress by either changing their minds about one of the ideas or, more commonly, convincing themselves the ideas really aren't contradictory. The latter usually results in an incoherent mess, something a recent Barna report amply demonstrates.

The report, entitled "Reviving Evangelism," found that virtually every practicing American Christian believes that "part of their faith means being a witness about Jesus." Similarly, virtually all of them agree that "the best thing that could ever happen to someone is for them to know Jesus."

This sounds like a solid foundation for "reviving evangelism," doesn't it? Yet, the same study found that "nearly half (47 percent) of practicing Christian millennials--churchgoers who consider religion an important part of their lives--believe that evangelism is wrong."

Specifically, they believe it's "wrong to share one's personal beliefs with someone of a different faith in hopes they will one day share the same faith."

If you're wondering how one can simultaneously believe that knowing Jesus is the best thing that could happen to a person and that telling that same person about Jesus is somehow wrong, you understand what cognitive dissonance means.


Read more at http://prophecynewswatch.com/article.cfm?recent_news_id=2971#rTMxxSIGQ2PYYS3E.99
Jesus’ soon return is guaranteed personally by the Lord Jesus Christ. He Himself made the Promise that He Personally would come. 

But unfortunately, today many so-called Christians hold varying views concerning His coming – that it is not physical but spiritual, it is not literal but mythical, it is not personal but just a general thought, and all these thoughts have some elements of truth in each so that one cannot be sure.  Are you sure that Jesus is coming again for you if you belong to Him, i.e. “in Christ”?
REFLECT 
2. Jesus “Himself” gives us the assurance that He Himself is personally involved – whether it be a reference to His Person, His Promises, His Prophecies, His Plans, His Presence, etc. Look up these precious texts where He, Himself is personally involved and see what lessons you can learn from these texts.
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: When He Himself says so, we can be sure. 
