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The Theme: 
Rich became Poor
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The Text:  
For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, 

yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.

II Cor. 8:9
The Thots: 


Intro.: Martin Luther referred to the above Event as The Great Exchange.
A. How Rich Was He.

1. All Creation is His.
Psa. 89:11

a. The heavens are Thine, the earth also is Thine: 
as for the world and the fulness thereof, Thou hast founded them.

b. For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.
I Cor. 10:26
c. Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine: 
Exo.19:5
2. All Creatures are His.
Psa. 50:10-12
For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 

I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine. 

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is Mine, and the fulness thereof.
All…is Mine; and every firstling among thy cattle, whether ox or sheep, that is male. 
Exo. 34:19
3. All firstborn “Children” are His.


Sanctify unto Me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, 

both of man and of beast: it is Mine. 
Exo. 13:2
All that openeth the matrix is Mine…
Exo. 34:19
4. All Souls are His.
Eze. 18:4

Behold, all souls are Mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine…
B. How Poor He Became when He Became Man.
1. He was born in Poor Circumstances.
Lk. 2:7 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
2. His Parents offered a Poor Person’s Sacrifice –
 A Pair of turtledoves, or two young Pigeons. 
Lk. 2:24 Cf. Lev. 12:8; 1:14
3. He did not even have a Pillow for His head.

Mt. 8:20

Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head.
4. He was Buried in a Borrowed tomb – 

And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.

Mt. 27:60
C. How Poor Were We –  we were not Worthy of Him!
1. John Baptist was not Worthy to untie the Straps of the Lord’s Sandals.
Lk. 3:16, HCSB 
John answered them all, “I baptize you with water, but One is coming who is more powerful than I. 
I am not worthy to untie the strap of His sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

2. The Centurion was not Worthy for Christ to enter his house.
Lk. 7:6
The centurion sent friends to Him, saying…, Lord, trouble not Thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof: 
3. The Tax-Collector Confessed that he was not Worthy even to Look at Him.
Lk. 18:13 
The publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 
D. How Rich We have Become – that ye through His poverty might be rich.
II Cor. 8:9b
1. We are Poor in this World but Wealthy in Faith.
Jas. 2:5
Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love Him?

2. We are as Poor yet Possessing all things. 
II Cor. 6:10
…As poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

3. We are in deep Poverty, yet rich in Liberality.
II Cor. 8:2 
How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 

E. The Poor and Rich in Contrast.
 

1. The Christians in Smyrna were Poor but Rich.
Rev. 2:9

I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) 
2. The Christians in Laodicea were Rich but Poor.
Rev.  3:17 
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 
Let us Remember our Lord this Day Who was Rich yet for your sakes He became poor,
that ye through His poverty might be rich.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Is it Worthwhile to be a Christian?
Is it Worthwhile…

· To be poor in this world 

but Rich in Faith 

and be heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him? Jas. 2:5

· To be as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 

as poor, yet making many rich; 

as having nothing, and yet possessing all things?
II Cor. 6:10
· To be in deep Poverty and yet rich in Liberality to others?  –

How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.
· Should the Christian Lose on Self to Profit others?


Should the Christian deny Self that others may Prosper?

Is this what a good Christian should be?
REFLECT
2. Is the Christian called to be Poor in the Riches of this World (i.e. materially) 
so that he can be Rich in the Heavenlies (i.e. Spiritually) while he lives out his life on Earth? Consider: 
Col. 3:1-4 
If then you were raised with Christ,
Seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is our life appears, 
then you also will appear with Him in glory.
Consider also:
 Matt.  6:25-34
25  Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 
26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 
27   Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 
28  And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) 


for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

Are Christians expected to live a “Care-free” Life without worrying about day-to-day living and leaving all to God, trusting Him to supply all their needs? Surely they can ever trust Him to give them His best always.
How would you react or respond to the above challenges?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder:   Shouldn’t a Christian Cast all his Cares of living on Christ 



so that he can live a Care-free life?
