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The Theme: 
The Lord is Coming Soon.
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The Text:  
 The Lord is at hand.

Phil. 4:5b
The Thots: 


A. The Promise of the Lord’s Coming.
Jn. 14:1-3

Let not your heart be troubled… I go to prepare a place for you. 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.
B. The Person Who is Coming.
 

1. The One Who was taken up Physically. 
Acts 1:11a

This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
2. He Will come back Personally.
Acts 1:11b

This same Jesus…shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.
Cf.  For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven.
I  Thes. 4:16a

C. The People for Whom He Will Come.  
I Thes. 4:16b-17a
1. Those Who were Dead in Christ – the Dead in Christ shall rise first:
2. Then We which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds.
3. The Whole group to meet the Lord in the air: 
D. The Purpose of His Coming. – 

1. and so shall We ever be with the Lord.
I Thes. 4:17b
2. that Where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3b
E. The Present Conduct while Waiting for Him to Come:

1. The Comfort of the Hope: Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
I Thes. 4:18

2. The Conduct while waiting for the Hope to be fulfilled:
II Pet. 3:14
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
a. Be diligent that ye may Be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

b. Abstain from all Appearance of evil. 
I Thes. 5:22
3. The Consolation in the Hope:
I Thes. 5:23
And the very God of Peace sanctify you wholly; and I Pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be Preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
F. Paul’s Commission to the Church while waiting for Him to come: 
I Cor. 11:23-26

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you…
1. Until He comes, we are to Remember the Lord in His death –
a. When He Bore our sins in His own Body on the Cross:
I Pet.  2:24 

Who His own self Bare our sins in His own Body on the tree, 
The Lord Jesus the same night in which He was Betrayed took Bread: 
I Cor. 11:23b, 24
And when He had given thanks, he Brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My Body, 
which is Broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
b. When His Blood was shed for our Redemption:
I Pet. 1:18, 19
i. Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with Corruptible things, as silver and gold…

ii. But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

iii. After the same manner also He took the Cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
I Cor. 11:25
2. Remembering Him in the Breaking of Bread and Drinking of the Cup:
I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He Come
3. Final Reminder:
Jas. 5:8 
Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
And we, who living, yet remain, Caught up, shall meet our faithful Lord;

This hope we cherish not in vain, But we comfort one another by this word.

He’s coming soon, He’s coming soon; With joy we welcome His returning;
It may be morn, it may be night or noon— We know He’s coming soon.
Thoro Harris
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 732
1. The Lord is at hand. (Phil. 4:5b) – These words were written over two thousand years ago. 
Today, there still seems to be no sign of His coming. 

In fact, doubts were cast on the promise of His coming as far back as in the first century – in Peter’s time. Peter himself dealt with this doubt in his days which He predicted would surface again in the last days, as follows: (II Peter 3:3-10, HCSB)  -
3  First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to scoff, living according to their own desires, 4  saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation.” 

5  They willfully ignore this: Long ago the heavens and the earth were brought about from water and through water by the word of God. 6  Through these waters the world of that time perished when it was flooded. 

7  But by the same word, the present heavens and earth are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

8  Dear friends, don’t let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9  The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. 

10  But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that ⌊day⌋ the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed..

Read the above passage again slowly and meditatively. In the days of Noah, the people also scoffed at Noah’s warning of coming doom and destruction on the world when God would flood the earth. The people scoffed at the warning but the rain did come down and the floods did come up, and all were drowned except for the eight members of Noah’s family and all the animals in the ark.

Would you be among the scoffers and not pay heed to the warning of the Lord coming soon?  Delay does not mean Deluded and not true!
REFLECT
2. Consider a few signs of His coming given at a time when it would be impossible for these signs to be fulfilled. These signs were given over two thousand years ago. Yet in our days, we see these very signs and their fulfillment not only to be possible but even present at our very door step pointing to the imminent coming of Jesus Christ to be very soon!
· Jerusalem to be besieged by the nations of the world –
Zech. 12:2, 3 

· 2  Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 

· 3  And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 
· Use of technology in commerce, etc.
Rev. 13:16-17 16  And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17  And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
· Possibility of instant and reality vision and audio at one time anywhere in the world –

Matt. 24:14 – And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.
Rev. 1:7 – Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him…

· And many other signs of the end times which are now possible to be fulfilled.

Do you now believe that it is possible for Jesus to come soon?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: If Not Now, When? All Signs are pointing to “Soon”! Are you Ready?
