R730  Rumination for February 3, 2019
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Cow and the Pig 

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  
Clean and Unclean Animals.
Lev. 11:2-4
The Thots: 
[A Chinese New Year Rumination on the Year of the Pig. Feb. 5 is Chinese New Year.]
Intro.: The Chinese zodiac links this New Year with the sign of the Pig.

What has the Scripture to Say about the Swine (KJV)?
A. Clean and Unclean Animals that an Israelite Can and Cannot eat.
Lev. 11:1-7
These are the beasts which ye shall eat among all the beasts that are on the earth. 

1. The Conditions for a Clean Animal to be eaten:

a. Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is Clovenfooted

11:3a
b. and Cheweth the Cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat.
11:3b

2. The Conditions for an Unclean Animal not to be eaten and its Carcase not to be touched.

11:8
Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they are unclean to you.

a. It Chews the Cud, but its Hoof is not Cloven, as the Camel, the Hare, the Coney,

11:4-6

These shall ye not eat…as the camel…he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean.

b. Its Hoof is Cleaved but it does not Chew the Cud as the Pig (Swine)

11:5, 7

The swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is unclean.
B. Consider the Clean and Unclean Animals Peter was asked to eat in a Vision.
Acts 10:11-16
1. The Living animals descending in a sheet from heaven.

10:11-12
a. The Vision Peter Saw – a Sheet containing…


…all manner of fourfooted beasts…wild beasts…creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

10:12
b. The Voice that Called out to Peter:

10:13
i. Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.
ii. Peter’s Response: Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.10:14

iii. The Rebuke from the Lord: What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.

10:15


iv. The Repeated Command: And this was done thrice:

10:16a
c. Then the Vessel was Received up into heaven after this.

10:16b
2. The Lessons to be Leant from the Vision - What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. Eph. 2:11
Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision 
by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;

a. The Unclean (Uncircumcised) Animals Represent the Gentiles, as Cornelius, a Roman Centurion. 

b. The Clean (Circumcised) Animals Represent the Jews, as Peter.
c. The Cleansing of both Jews and Gentiles by God and United as one in the Body of Christ.
I Cor.12:13 

For By one Spirit are we all Baptized into one Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we Be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
There is neither Jew nor Greek [or Gentile]…for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Gal. 3:28
C. Be a Clean Cow and not an Unclean Sow. 
Lev. 11:2, 3 ct. Lev. 11:7, 8;  Deut. 14:4-8
A Clean Cow has Cleaved Hooves and Chew the Cud.

An Unclean Boar (Sow) has Cloven Hooves but does not Chew the Cud.

1.
Their Similarities: both have cloven-feet.
"Cloven-feet" Speaks of Separation. 
Though both animals possess "cloven-feet" each speaks of Separation with a difference:

a. The Sow's Separation is like the Separation of the Pharisee –
Matt. 15:10-20
 An Outward Show without Inward Cleanliness



  15:11, 12
Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, 
this defileth a man. Then came His disciples, and said unto Him, 
Knowest Thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?
b. The Cow's Separation is like the Separation of the Nazarene.

Num.  6:1-21
All the days of his separation he is holy unto the LORD.

6:8


b.

Their Dissimilarities: 
the Cow Chews the Cud and is Clean;








The swine does not Chew the Cud and is unclean.



i)

The “Cow” Christian Reads and Ruminates the Word of God, and being Cleansed by it from the inside, (cf. Ps.119:9) leads a Clean Life separated from the World as a Nazarene is separated unto God.


ii)

The “Boar” Believer Lives a Polluted life without the Cleansing effect of God's Word from the inside.  While he separates himself, like a Pharisee, on the outside, he remains defiled and Polluted inside.   
As you Break the Bread this morning at the Lord’s Table, Be aware of what the Lord said of the Boar Believer: 
Ye offer polluted bread upon Mine altar… and the Response from the Rebel: Wherein have we polluted thee? 
The Lord’s Reply: In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. 
Mal. 1:7

Hence, let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
I Cor. 11:28, 29 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
And, Father, ere we leave Thy mercy-throne, Bound by these sacred pledges, yet most free,

We give our hearts, and not our hearts alone, But all we are and all we have to Thee; 
Edward H. Bickersteth
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 730

1. 
As the Chinese welcome in their New Year, it is a custom that family members would like to have all things new wherever they can. Children will wear new clothes. Ladies will go for new hair-dos. Men will not be left out in their grooming either. Parents would purchase new furnishings and cast out old ones where they can.  A New Year should start off with “all things” new including new resolutions too!

The Bible however warns that a beautiful woman should take great care to see that she maintains her natural, internal and spiritual beauty at all times – including celebrating the New Year! Make sure her beauty in no way is spoiled by her lack of sense or indiscretion in her conduct and communication with others around her. 

If not, her case can be likened "As a jewel (ring) of gold in a swine's snout so is a fair woman who is without (lacks) discretion." Pro. 11:22; cf. Isa. 3:21
Or as other translations put it:

(ESV) - Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman without discretion. 

(HCSB) - A beautiful woman who rejects good sense is like a gold ring in a pig’s snout. 

(YLT) - A ring of gold in the nose of a sow--A fair woman and stubborn of behaviour. 
On the other hand, the Scriptures also advise how the beautiful woman can further maintain or enhance her beauty:

· By her Warm Heart and Quiet Spirit and not her Poking Nose.    I Pet.3:3, 4, ESV 

Let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.
"quiet" as in I Thes. 4:1, HCSB – seek to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you.
· By her Modesty and Sobriety and not her Ostentatious Ornamentation. I Tim.2:9, HCSB

Also, the women are to dress themselves in modest clothing, with decency and good sense, not with elaborate hairstyles, gold, pearls, or expensive apparel, 
It is certainly sad when a beautiful sister lacks discretion or over- or under-dresses herself and is short on common sense to conduct herself modestly well has to be described by the biblical figure of a sow with a gold ring in her snout. She is even referred to as “stubborn of behaviour”.

REFLECT.
2.
Pearls Under the Boar's Hoofs.
Mt. 7:6, ESV 

Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.

Do you agree that today good spiritual advice can even be regarded as repulsive even by seemly good Christians when their personal life is challenged?

Would you continue to give such advice to these people?
REFLECT.

My wife and I take this Occasion to wish all my Prayer-partners:

AN ADVANCED BLESSED CHINESE NEW YEAR TO ALL.

May it be ever Blessed - Psalm 1:1, 3 Blessed is the man…his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season…and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.




Prosperous  - Josh. 1:8, This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 





And Fruitful – Col. 1:10, That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.





All The Year Round.
