R726 Rumination for January, 06, 2019
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The Theme: 
 The First and The Last (Part 2)
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last….
Rev. 1:8, 11
The Thots: 

Recapitulation of Pt. 1 – The First and the Last.
See Rumination 275
A. FIRST AND LAST is used of Humanity referring to the Acts of the Human Kings in Israel’s History.
B. THE FIRST AND THE LAST is used of Christ, Describing His Deity and Attributes.
Rev. 22:13

(2) I am Alpha and Omega, (3) the beginning and the end, (1) THE first and THE last.


Christ is the First and the Last – I am the first and the last
Rev. 1:11
Part 2 – 

Intro. Today is the FIRST Lord’s Day of the New Year. Jesus is still The First and the Last.
1. Jesus, The First and The Last.
Rev. 11:1 (R. 275)
2. Christ the Alpha and Omega of the Word.
Rev. 22:13
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.

They are used in Revelation to describe God or Christ.
See below.
They and the letters in between are used to compose Words.

a. Christ is the Alpha and Omega of the Word –
Jn. 1:1


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

a. He is Complete Deity – He is God.
Col. 2:9 

For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Cf. For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell; 
Col. 1:19
b. He is the Commencement of the Word – 
Rev. 1:8
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord.
c.  He is the Completion of the Word.
Rev. 1:11 
I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord.

 1:8
d. And He is the Content of the Word and is the Source of the Water of Life.
Rev. 21:6 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of life freely.
Cf. But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. Cf. Jn. 4:14
3. Christ is the Beginning and the End of the World and Everything in between.
Rev. 22:13

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
a. He is the Creator of all things in the World – the beginning and the end.
Rev. 21:6

Cf. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made. Jn. 1:3
b. He is the Completion of all things – the beginning and the end.
Col. 1:16
For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him. 
c. He is the Continuation of all things – 
Col. 1:17

Cf. He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.

d. He is the Consummation of all things.
I Cor. 15:27, 28

Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 

when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power…. 

…  when He saith all things are put under Him, it is manifest that He is excepted, 


And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, 


then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him 


that God may be all in all.

4. Christ is the Author and Finisher of our Walk of Faith.
Heb. 12:2  

a. His Commitment unto us.
Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

b. Our Confidence in Him:
Phil. 1:6, NRSV 
I am Confident of this, that the One who began a good work among you will bring it 
to Completion by the day of Jesus Christ.: 
c. Let us therefore Commemorate His death, burial and Resurrection this day until He Comes again for us.
Alpha, Omega, beginning and end,
Who is, who was, and who is yet to come—
May grace and peace now upon us descend
  From Father, Spirit, and Christ the Son.
Susan H. Peterson,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 726
1. How was your first day of the New Year?
Did you end the previous year with a Review of all things past and Resolve on the first day of the New Year determined to accomplish certain things for your life and for yourself, and above all, for the Lord.
Perhaps you had resolved to be a better son or daughter to your parents, to show them love where you did not, that visibly in the past year. Almost a week has passed, were you able to demonstrate those acts of love? What did you actually do for your parents to recognize the change in your attitude towards them?
Perhaps you had resolved before God to wake up early every morning and spend the first 20 minutes or so reading His Word, seeking His guidance for the day and praying. And certainly you did the first few days. Have you succeeded to continue with this till today, the sixth day of the New Year? 

Indeed time really flies past you so fast that the first few days have been but fleeting moments and there have been so many things you wanted to do, but somehow you missed them. Are you going to give up? Or will you like Paul say (though it is still very early yet in the new year) –

Philippians 3:13-14 (NASB) 

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Yes, you must not give up giving and doing your best. There may be disappointments and discouragements initially, but with a determination that is centred on the Lord to help you, you will be able to finish what you have resolved to do at the beginning. 

The year has just commenced. Continue to strive towards your goal and with Christ He will carry you on to the end. He is the Author and Finisher of your Faith. 
REFLECT.

2. Dear Prayer-Partners,
I take this opportunity of the first Lord’s Day of the New Year to thank you for your fellowship of Love and Prayer for me all these years in the words of Apostle Paul, as:-

Philippians 1:3-6 (NKJV) 
I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 
always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 
for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you 
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ

A Blessed, Bountiful and Fruitful New Year 

To All of You. Amen.

Numbers 6:24-26 (NKJV) 

"The LORD bless you and keep you; 

The LORD make His face shine upon you, 
And be gracious to you; 

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, 
And give you peace." 
Points to Ponder: 
With God, the Good Work He Commences in you


He will Certainly Complete! He is the Author and Finisher of your Faith.

