R723 (R94)_ Rumination for 16 Dec. 2018
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
He was Made…
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The Text:  We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.
Heb. 2:11
The Thots: 

Intro. Soon it will be Christmas and thoughts hopefully will be Centred on Christ Who Came into this world. 



Consider that…

A. He was made a little lower than the angels as the Son of Man.
Heb. 2:11
1. He was in essence greater than the Angels.

2:5

For unto the angels hath He not put in subjection the world to come,

2. For He created All things which would include the Angels.

Col. 1:16, 17


For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth…


All things were created by Him, and for Him: And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.
3. Yet He was made Man, a little lower than the Angels.




What is man, that…Thou madest him a little lower than the angels.
Heb. 2:7

We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels.

2: 9 cf. Phil 2:7, 8
a. He made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant.

b. He was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself.
c. He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
B. He was made flesh, and dwelt among us as the Son of the Father.
Jn. 1:14


And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth
1. Concerning His Son Jesus Christ… made of the seed of David according to the flesh.
Rom. 1:3
2. God sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh… condemned sin in the flesh

Rom. 8:3

3. Thus, God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels.

I Tim. 3:16

C. He was made Sin (i.e. Sin Offering) as our Sacrifice for Sin.
II Cor. 5:21, NIV

God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.
1. He was our Sin Sacrifice.
a. He, Who knew no sin.
II Cor. 5:21, KJV

b. He, Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.
I Pet. 2:22

c. He, in Whom is no sin.
I Jn. 3:5a

2. He was our Substitute to bear our Sin.

a. He was manifested to take away our sins.

I Jn. 3:5b

b. He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree.

I Pet. 2:24, NIV
D. He was made like unto his brethren as the Seed of Abraham.
Heb. 3:17

Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto his brethren.

1. He took on Him not the nature of Angels.
Heb. 3:16a
2. He took on Him the seed of Abraham.
Heb. 3:16b, 18
a. That He might make reconciliation for the Sins of the people.
Heb. 3:17
b. That He Himself might Suffer being tempted…
c. In order that He might Succour them that are tempted.
E. He was made…; He was not made…; He was  a  life-giving Spirit
I Cor. 15:45
1. He was made a Priest after the order of Melchisedec with an oath – the Lord swore. Heb. 7:21b

Cf. the priests of the order of Aaron were made without an oath.
Heb. 7:21a
2. The first Adam was made a living Soul; but He was; (note: not made) a Life-giving Spirit. 15:45 cf. Gen. 2:7

The LORD God… breathed into his nostrils the breath of life…and man became a living soul.


So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. (NIV)
Con.: Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

Heb. 7:22, NIV

And Jesus has given us this new covenant in His blood to remember Him in the drinking of the cup.

This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
Lk. 22:20, NIV


Let us Remember Him Who “was made” many things for us this day.

The holy Son of God most high, For love of Adam’s lapsèd race,
Quit the sweet pleasures of the sky To bring us to that happy place.

His robes of light He laid aside, Which did His majesty adorn,
And the frail state of mortals tried, In human flesh and figure born.

The Son of God thus man became, That men the sons of God might be,

And by their second birth regain A likeness to His deity
Henry More
Reflections for the Week
R. 723
1. December is noted and celebrated by almost the whole world as the Christmas month leading to, and in preparation for, the welcoming of the New Year. 
This December, 2018 is no different.

One just has to fly in into the major cities of the world (be it “Christian” or not), one cannot escape the Christmas landscape in the airport to greet us, or the colourful decorations on gigantic structures and buildings blinking the “Christmas” message in city junctions and parks to greet us;  the beautiful and creative decorations and lights of miscellaneous sorts blazing out their respective commercial products for us to purchase them, and many more such attractions be they in palaces, public places or private residences – outdoors and indoors. 
Yes such is the atmosphere that we can already see surfacing in our surroundings and which will heighten up the more as Christmas nears.

But what is the message of “Christmas” most of these commercial and public displays is trying to proclaim? 

Certainly it is not the message that “Christ came in sinful flesh” to save man from their sins!
It need not be elaborated here what that subtle message is. It is too blatant for anyone to miss it out. But just in case, it is “Buy, buy and buy.  Be merry and have fun!!”
Yes, “Be Merry”. Hence, the greeting, “Merry Xmas”. “Christ” for which the celebration first originated is now “axed (X-ed) out. Today’s Christmas has little to do with the Christ Who was born to be “made Man” in order that He might bear the penalty of man’s sin, but rather He is to be left out that man can sin the more. Yes, Be merry (and as the saying continues, “Tomorrow we die”! What all forget is the warning of scripture, “It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.” (Heb. 9:27). 

As you see and enjoy the many magnificent and colourful message of commercial Christmas this month of December, will you spare some time to reflect the reason for the season (study the Rumination above again) and consider your relationship with the Christ of Christmas. How can you be celebrating CHRISTmas without CHRIST?
REFLECT.

2.
Being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.
I Cor. 4:14, KJV


When we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we have become

the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.
I Cor. 4:14, NIV

Today if Christians proclaim the biblical message of the Christ of Christmas and how He was made man to be obedient unto death, even the death of the cross in order that He might bear the punishment of man’s sin, they may be made a spectacle to be laughed at for the message they proclaim.  Likewise, even the Church that Chooses the CHRIST of CHRISTMAS to the Claus of Xmas to Celebrate will suffer the same spite.

How will we witness and respond if unkind and untrue words are said of us this week – 

when we are made to feel as if we are outdated and “dinosaur-ic” , or worse, when wrong things are attributed to us?

If we find it difficult to respond, read what Paul wrote in I Cor. 4: 10-16.


He says: Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.
I Cor. 4:16


REFLECT

Points To Ponder: How are you preparing to celebrate Christmas with your Children,


 for that matter, with your Church even?
