R722 (R16) Rumination for December 09, 2018
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Last of All
The Text: 
But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son.
Matt. 21:37

The Thots:


Introduction:
Last of all would suggest that all other ways and alternatives have been Thought of and Tried, leaving only one final choice, and there is no other way.

A. Last of All or There was no other way…
Mt. 21:37a
1. Even though He is God.
a. His Love for me Demanded it.

Rom. 5:8

But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

· It was the only way to meet His Righteousness. 

Rom 3:24-26

Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
b. His Life for me meant Death for His Son.

Jn. 10:15, 17



As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down My life for the sheep. 


Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again.

· It was the only way to meet His Holiness.

Exo. 30:10 

And Aaron shall make an atonement…with the blood of the sin offering of atonements: once in the year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations: it is most holy unto the LORD.
2. Even though He is the Great Creator.

a. He could not Justify any through His creation and created beings.

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Rom. 3:23
And we know that…the whole world lieth in wickedness.
I Jn. 5:19
b. He needed a Just Man to die for the unjust.
I Pet. 3:18 cf. Acts 7:52 

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:
c. And He owned the Cattle on a thousand hills, the wealth in every mine, the whole world!
Psa. 50:10-12
For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills…the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine…for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.

i. Yet no Living beast was worthy enough to be the perfect Sacrifice except the Lamb of God. Jn. 1:29

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.

ii. Yet no Silver or gold could Redeem us, except He Who was Rich become poor. 
I Pet. 1:18
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.
II Cor. 8:9
· Hence, this was the ONLY Way…
B. He sent unto them his Son for There was no other way.
Mt. 21:37b
1. He had sent them His Servants, but they beat, Stoned and Slew them.
Mt. 21:34, 35
Cf. When the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen… 
And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.
2. He had sent them His Prophets, but they Persecuted and slew them.
Acts 7:52

Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? …they have slain them…
3. He had sent them His Messengers, but they Murdered them.
cf. Mal. 3:1
4. Last of all, He had to send them His Messiah, His Man with the Message…
Behold, I will send My messenger, and He shall prepare the way before Me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, …even the Messenger of the covenant, Whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
(Even then they Mistreated, Manhandled and Murdered Him.)
Acts 2:23 

Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.
C. Saying, They will reverence my son.
Mt. 21:37c
1. This was God’s Desire then – They will Reverence my son.
Matt. 21:37
2. This is our Lord’s Desire now – This do in Remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Thus, when we Remember Him, let us Revere Him.

THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY
There was no other way a God of love could find
It took the death of his own Son upon the tree
To reconcile the world and save a lost mankind

There was no other way but Calvary.

John W. Peterson
 


REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.722
1. Many people today believe that death ends all – it is the last of all life’s experiences.

However the Bible teaches otherwise. It states very clearly: (Heb. 9:27) 

It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:
That is, after death, there is a judgment to come when men who have sinned against God will be judged for their sins and condemned to a lost eternity in hell.
When Jesus was on earth He warned the people: (Jn. 5:24, NKJV) 

"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.
Last of all, He gave the good news that when death ends it all, one need not have to face the judgment of condemnation, but can actually escape from it, if he hears His Word and believes in God He will pass from the condemnation of eternal death unto everlasting life  

This is so because God Who sent Jesus into this world so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (Jn. 3:16) and this is possible because (Heb. 9:28) Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
So life does not end it all for man! After death there is a judgment of his sins to face. But he need not despair. If he believes in God Who loved him and sent His Son, Jesus to take his place for He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness…(I Pet. 2:24, NASB).

If you have been a sinner saved by His grace, then by the same token and challenge that you believe in a life after death, then you need also to die to sin and live to righteousness. 
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection: 
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. (Rom. 6:3-8) 
REFLECT.
2. What will your last words be when it is time for you to meet your Lord?
When Jesus was almost at the end of His life, He prayed this prayer to His Father: 

I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do. (Jn. 17:4) 
Then when He was on the cross, in His last moments of life, He cried out:

"It is Finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. (Jn. 19:30, NKJV)

The last words of Paul to Timothy were:  (II Tim. 4:7, 8, NKJV)

I have Fought the good Fight, I have Finished the race, I have kept the Faith. 

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.  
Last of All, when you see Him on that day, will you be able to tell Him (like Paul) you have finished whatever He has told you to do for Him?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: To the Hope-less who says, “I am finished” 

  The Lord gives Hope and says, “It is Finished”.
