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The Theme: 
The Curtain is Rent
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The Text:  
He saw heaven being torn open
Mk. 1:10, NIV


Behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.
Mt. 27:51
The Thots: 


A. The Curtains of Heaven Rent
1. God Created the Heavens.


Gen. 1:1, NIV

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
2. God Stretched out the Heavens like a Curtain.

Psa. 104:2

Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain.



3. God Rent the Curtains of the Heavens.


Mk. 1:10
And straightway coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opened…
a. The Translation:

i. He (Jesus) saw the heavens opened.


KJV

ii. He (Jesus) saw the heavens torn apart.


NRSV
b. The Definition:

Opened = Gk. schizo = to split or sever (lit. or fig.):--break, divide, open, rend, make a rent.
c. The Action
i. God rent the curtains of Heaven open.


Mk. 1:10, NIV

He (Jesus) saw heaven being torn open
ii. God then commended His Son to commence His mission on earth.

Mk. 1:11

Thou art My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

iii. His Son would be sent to the cross to die for lost mankind.

Rom. 5:8


God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

B. The Curtains of the Temple Rent
1. God Commanded the Curtain in the Tabernacle to be made.
Exo. 26:31, NIV
Make a curtain (veil) of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, 
with cherubim worked into it. 

a. The Curtain would Bar the way into the Holiest of All where God’s presence was.
Heb. 9:8


Signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest
b. Only the High Priest with a Blood sacrifice was allowed in one day a year

Heb. 9:7

But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood.

2. God Rent the Curtain in the Temple from top to bottom.


a. When Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost., i.e.….
Mk. 15:37
i. When Jesus (had) said, It is finished.

Jn. 19:30
ii. When Jesus had cried… Father, into thy hands I commend My Spirit.
 Lk. 23:46
b. Then the veil of the temple was rent (Gk. schizo) in twain from the top to the bottom.
Mk. 15:38

Cf. the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
Mt. 27:51, NIV

[Note: the curtain being torn from top to bottom would indicate it to be the work of God.]

c. Thus, a new and living way… hath (been) consecrated for us through the veil
Heb. 10:20


that is to say, His flesh;

i. Having now a High Priest over the house of God;
Heb. 10:21

ii. Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. 

    10:19, 22

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

To Remember our Lord and to Worship Him

Con.:

The Curtains of Heaven were rent in two 

for God to Identify His Son at the Commencement of His Ministry.

The Curtain of the Temple was rent in two 

by God to Indicate the Successful Conclusion of His Son’s Ministry.

The veil is rent, lo! Jesus stands Before the throne of grace;

And clouds of incense from His hands Fill all that glorious place.

“It is finished!” Here our souls can rest, His work can never fail;

By Him, our Sacrifice and Priest, We enter through the veil.

Within the holiest of all, Cleansed by His precious blood,


Before Thy throne Thy children fall, And worship Thee, our God.
Deck
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 702
1. Below is an article entitled Jesus Is No Longer The Only Way For Many American "Christians" from which extracts have been taken and posted below. Kindly refer to the full article in 
	

	 

	


      http://www.prophecynewswatch.com/article.cfm?recent_news_id=2312
For two thousand years, a core tenet of Christianity has been that, to paraphrase John 14:6, Jesus is the way, the truth and the life - no one comes to the Father but through Him. 

The eternal reward of Heaven is exclusively for those who repent, put their faith in Christ's sacrifice on the cross and asked to be saved from their sins. 

Now even this bedrock belief of Christianity has been undermined by some ministers who

Preach, in the postmodern age of liberal theology, that there are many paths to God and Heaven.

One such "open-minded" voice is the pastor Michael Walrond Jr. who preaches at Harlem's First Corinthian Baptist Church. Preaching to a portion of his 10,000 strong congregation, he is quoted as saying, "There was a time when you would see people in the pulpit say, “well, if you don't believe in Jesus you're going to Hell. That's insanity in many ways because that is not what Jesus even believes.” 

He did not bother to cite the precise verses of scripture where Jesus tells His followers that there are other paths to God and that He is not the only way or the only truth. But it is likely that he didn't need to in order to sway his audience, because the pastor, and others like him, are tapping into a powerful in postmodern and liberal theology in which Christians no longer believe in the traditional view of Christ's sacrifice and its value.

Ten years ago, in 2008, studies done by the Pew Research Center showed that more than half of American Christians no longer believed that Christianity was the only way to come to God and enter Heaven. Members of African American churches and evangelicals were the most likely to believe in the God of the Bible at 92 and 91%, far greater than the average.

Pluralistic notions of religious relativism and vague spirituality have resulted in a stark difference between traditional Christian doctrine and the now common belief that Christ's sacrifice is just one method of salvation among hundreds. In a pluralistic society, the reasoning isn't hard to imagine.  After all, wouldn't it be horrible if our Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and atheist neighbors, who are nice enough people, couldn't go to Heaven with us? That just wouldn't be fair, especially if they believed in their version of God. 

Out of the 80% of Americans who profess a belief in a god, only 56% of the total believe in the God of the Bible. Muslims, Jews and Hindus make up a very small part of this difference, but much greater are those who hold a vague, spiritualist notion of what God is, while clinging to Christianity in name only, including 28% of Catholics, 26% of Protestants who, according to this survey, no longer believe in the God of the Bible.

What caused this shift? Read the full article in 


     http://www.prophecynewswatch.com/article.cfm?recent_news_id=2312
REFLECT
2. Today in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome on the north aisle and on its right side is the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament which contains the tabernacle by Bernini (1664)…

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed here for the continuous adoration of the faithful. A notice reads: "Only those who wish to pray may enter". (Its Entrance is blocked by a curtain.) The Eucharist is frequently celebrated in this chapel, with hymns and community prayers. In bygone ages, the faithful would pause in silent prayer and contemplation of Jesus, the living bread come down from heaven. This bread is the Body of the Lord for the life of the world. Whoever eats this bread will have eternal life. The decision to reserve this chapel for the Blessed Sacrament implied the greatest commitment to its decoration. This is why the faithful who admire its beauty and harmony feel encouraged to pray and to reflect here. [http://stpetersbasilica.info/Altars/BlSacrament/BlSacrament.htm ]

I visited this Chapel in the Vatican City a few days ago but did not enter because of the prohibitive sign at its entrance. I could not believe in its statement and hence stayed away. 
Would you enter and subscribe to what the sacraments claim?

REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: Do the Symbols in the Lord’s Supper Signified the Living Christ in them when He said, “This do in Remembrance of Me” (I Cor. 11:24) or is it to “Show the Lord’s death till He come (I Cor. 11:26)?
