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The Theme: 
Faith, Hope and Love
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The Text:  
Now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
I Cor. 13:13, NIV
The Thots: 


A. Paul Concluded his Outstanding Ode to love with…:

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
I Cor. 13:13, NIV

1. Faith – it is making the Unseen Seen.


Heb. 11:1
Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not Seen.
 

2. Love – it is making Him mine, and me His.

I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine.


Song 6:3
3. Hope – it is to be where He is and to be Who He is.


I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3


We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.
I Jn. 3:2

But the greatest of these is LOVE!
· Faith will one day give way to Fulfilment.

· Hope will one day give way to Heavenly Reality.

· But LOVE will ever Continue even when time Ceases and Life Commences in Eternity.

B. Paul Commended the Thessalonian Christians For…


Remembering without ceasing…


I Thes. 1:3
1. Your Work of Faith.




2. Your Labour of Love.

3. And Patience of Hope.




in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.

C. The Lord Commented on the Ephesian Christians’ …

Rev. 2:2
(I know thy)… works, and (thy) labour, and (thy) patience…

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works;


1. They had Works but their work was not that of Faith.

2. They had Labour but their patience was not that of Love.

3. They had Patience but their patience was not that of Hope.

a. It is no wonder that the Lord Rebuked them 
for they had left out the most important element, their first Love –

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.  
Rev. 2:4
b. He therefore asked them to Remember from where they had fallen.
c. And to Repent and Return to their first Works that would lead them back to their first Love. Rev. 2: 5

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; 
d. Or He would Remove their Testimony:
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

D. The Lord asked Us to Remember Him this Lord’s Day.
I Cor. 11:24, 25
1. We need to see Him by the eyes of Faith as the Unseen Lord at the head of the table;

2. We need to express our Love to Him for Who He is and What He has done for us; 

3. And we need to have Hope to be with Him one day.  

 Until then, we need to do this, until He comes.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.

Let us Remember and Adore Him this day.
By Faith, give us a vision, O Lord, of Thyself present in our midst,

Even as we pour out all our Love at Thy feet,

In Hope of the day when we shall meet


And our Remembrance of Thee becomes a Reality as Thee we greet.
KC Ung
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1. Here is a very noted biblical extract on LOVE as paraphrased in modern English taken 

from The Message to challenge us in the modern language that we can understand.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (MSG) 
4  Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. 
Love doesn't strut,
Doesn't have a swelled head, 
5  Doesn't force itself on others, Isn't always "me first," 
Doesn't fly off the handle, 
Doesn't keep score of the sins of others, 
6  Doesn't revel when others grovel, 
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
7  Puts up with anything, 
Trusts God always, Always looks for the best, 
Never looks back, But keeps going to the end. 
8  Love never dies. 
Inspired speech will be over some day;
 praying in tongues will end;
 understanding will reach its limit.

The above passage on Love serves as a Great reminder to us what Genuine Love is

This may also serve as the First Love that we should display and manifest 

In our relationship …

With 
God – 
Matthew 22:37 (KJV) 

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
With Christ –
John 14:15, 23 (KJV) 
15  If ye love Me, keep My commandments.

23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love Me, he will keep My words:
and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him,
and make Our abode with him.

With His Holy Spirit –
Colossians 1:8 (KJV) 
8  Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.
With the “brethren” in the family of God –



1 John 3:14 (KJV)

14  We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. 


He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.

And with those for whom Christ died –
Romans 5:8 (KJV) 
8  But God commendeth His love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Do you still have this first love with you?
REFLECT.
2. “If you know that God loves you, you should never question a directive from Him. 
It will always be right and best. When He gives you a directive, you are not just to observe it, discuss it, or debate it. You are to obey it.” – Henry Blackaby
Are you ready for such loving obedience?
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder:

Love Beats them all. Can you have Faith and Hope in Christ without Love for Him?
