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The Theme: 
O Death
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The Text:  
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
1 Cor. 15:55 
The Thots: 


A. “Death” as Occurred in Scripture.

1. Its First Occurrence – 

Gen. 2:17 

a. In the Command from God –

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
 for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
b. Compare the twist of it from the Devil –
Gen. 3:3, 4
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.
2. Its Last Occurrence –
Heb. 9:27a
a. The Appointed Confirmation: And as it is appointed unto men once to die…
b. The Apprehensive Consequence: but after this the judgment.
Heb. 9:27b
3. Its Final Occurrence – the second death!
Rev. 21:8  

a. But the Fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone which is the second death 
b. i.e. hell Fire…where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
Mk. 9:47-48
B. Death is the Outcome of One’s Sin – his Disobedience.
1. The Part of One Man’s (Adam’s) Disobedience.
Rom. 5:12, 19
By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned…As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners.
2. The Penalty of Sin is Death – the wages of sin is death
Rom. 6;23

3. The Punishment following Death – Judgment (Condemnation)
Heb. 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.
C. Death Overcome by the Death of God’s Son – His Obedience!
1. It Commenced with the Father’s Love.
Jn. 3:16

a. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…

b. God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:8
2. It Culminated with Jesus Coming into this world to die for Sinners. 
Phil. 2:5-8

a. He was Made in the likeness of Men: and being found in fashion as a Man, He humbled Himself…
And was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
b. He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; 
Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.
Isa. 53:12, NASB
c. As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, 
so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

Rom. 5:19
d. On the Cross He died and Cried out “It is Finished” Completing the Mission he Came to do. Jn. 19:30.
e. Then He was buried, and He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

I Cor. 15:55-57
f. Thus He Overcame Death and Won Victory for Himself and all those who would follow Him:

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
3. The Condemnation of our sin is now Completely removed because of His Death for us.

Jn. 5:24
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.

D. Our Obligation this day is to remember His Death.
I Cor. 11:26
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: 

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
See, the feast of love is spread, Drink the wine, and break the bread;

Sweet memorials, till the Lord Calls us round His heavenly board;



Some from earth, from glory some Severed only, Till He come. 
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1. Because we have believed in our Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour we are no more under the condemnation of sin, and should we die we are no more fearful of a judgment to come because our Lord had borne our judgment upon Himself when He died on the cross for us.
Consequently and confidently like Paul and saints in the New Testament Church we are no more fearful of death as it ushers us to a new life with Christ in heaven.

Consider what this life is after death – Paul had this to say of it:

2 Timothy 4:6-8 –  

6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 

8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
2 Corinthians 5:6-9 
6  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home 

in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 

7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 

8  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, 

and to be present with the Lord. 

9  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him. 
In the light of such confidence of a joy that is so far better after death, why is a Christian so scared of death to the extent that when one is sick and near death, one will go to great extents and take desperate measures to prolong this life on earth? 



REFLECT

2. Philippians 1:21-24 (KJV) 
21  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
22  But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: 

yet what I shall choose I wot not. 
23  For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; 

which is far better: 
24  Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.
In the above passage, Paul really wanted to leave this world to be with his Lord which was far better. To him, it was a gain.

On the other hand, to have such an aspiration for himself he would consider it selfish because the Christians in Philippi still needed his presence and his help. He really wanted to be with them because they were the fruits of his labour. Hence, he was in a dilemma – he concluded that while he was hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. (Phil. 1:23, 24, NKJV)
And Paul chose to fulfil the Lord’s will to remain behind to continue his fruitful ministry with the believers at Philippi. 

Here was a case of Paul wanting to be with the Lord where he could be free from all the heartaches and headaches of an earthly life which he considered far better 
or should he rather choose to forfeit that “selfish” desire and allow his Lord to continue to use him to minister to the needs of the believers at Philippi?

It was a choice of choosing between satisfying his “selfish” desire to be with Christ or his unselfish sacrifice to be used of the Lord to minister to them.

If you were in his position what would be your choice?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: If death is the Entrance to Eternal bliss and Everlasting happiness, why do Christians seek Ever to Evade it when nigh?
