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The Theme: 
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The Text:  
Worship ye afar off
Exo. 24:1
The Thots: 


A. Israel Worshipping Afar Off

Exo. 24:1
And He said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off. 

1. The Prohibition to go near to worship – worship ye afar off.
24:1
2. The People – they shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him.
24:2b
3. The only Person allowed to go near – Moses alone shall come near the LORD
24:2a

Cf. The Church Worshipping

Heb. 10:22

(1) No Prohibition: Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.
10:22
(2) We, the People: Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest 
10:19a
(3) The Person and the Propitiation: By the blood of Jesus.
10:19b

By a new and living way through the veil, that is to say, His flesh.
10:20
B. Lepers standing Afar Off

Lk. 17:12

As He entered into a certain village, there met Him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off:
1. Their Cry: Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

17:13
2. Ten Cleansed: Go show yourselves unto the priests… as they went, they were cleansed.
17:14
3. Thankfulness only shown by one: one … turned back, …giving Him thanks:

17:15, 16a
a. He was a Samaritan (17:16b)
Cf. you which were afar off.



Eph. 2:17
b. He was a Stranger (17:18)
Cf. ye were…strangers from the covenants of promise
         2:12

As Gentiles Saved by Grace, let us return to Give thanks and Glorify God.
C. Peter Following Afar Off – Peter followed Him afar off



Mt. 26:58
1. It led him to Warm himself in the World’s fire.
Jn. 18:18, 25

2. It led him to Deny His Discipleship with Jesus.
 Jn. 18:17, 25-27

a. He denied knowing the Man Jesus.
Mt. 26:71, 72-74

b. He denied being with Jesus.
Mk. 14:67-71

Let us not Deny the Lord His Remembrance and Reverence this Day.

D. The Women Beholding Afar Off

Mt. 27:55

1. Their Ministry – they had followed Jesus from far, from Galilee.
27:55
2. Later Mary Magdalene, the Mother of Jesus and others stood near the cross 
Jn. 19:25, NRSV
3. They beheld the Man dying on the cross.
Cf. 
a)
Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!
Jn. 19:5

b)
He saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!
Jn. 19:14


c)
He (Jesus) saith unto His mother, Woman, Behold thy son!
Jn. 19:26


d)
Saith He (Jesus) to the disciple (John), Behold thy mother!
Jn. 19:27

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,

that we should be called the sons of God.


I Jn. 3:1
Con.: Heb. 10:
19  
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

20  
By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh;

21  
And having an high priest over the house of God;

22  
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 

conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

23  
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is faithful that promised;)

24  
And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

Near, O my God, to Thee! Near, near to Thee!

Now let Thy Spirit lead By Calvary’s tree:

There Jesus died for me, By Him, I’m brought to Thee –

Near, near, my God, to Thee! So near to Thee!

Far, far from Thee I strayed In paths of sin;

Jesus came forth to save – New life brought in:

Through Him I’m safe and free, His blood makes nigh to Thee –

Near, near, my God, to Thee! So near to Thee!



D. Russel
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Today we need no more go to a place of God’s Choice to worship Him, as in times of old when Israel had to go to the Tabernacle or the Temple in Jerusalem to do so. (Deut. 16:16)
The Samaritan woman claimed that…
the Samaritans worshipped at Mt. Gerizim in Samaria, while to her, Jesus seemed to suggest that the Jews worshipped at the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. 

It might be true at and prior to her time but the time was coming (as of now) when God was not to be worshipped in this way.

John 4:20-24 – Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 
22  Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 
23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. 24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.

Note six important things the Lord told the woman how God was to be worshipped, viz.
a) The Place of Worship. It was no more located in a specified mountain because God is Spirit and is not confined to a place – Stephen, quoting the prophets, declared The most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands (Acts 7:48)

b) The Problem with them was – Ye worship ye know not what
They were more interested in the religious rituals, places and processes of worship rather than worshipping God – Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and Ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship…
c) The Prediction of coming worship – But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth – 
This was all going to change – worshippers were no more confined to a physical form of worship because…
d) The Purity of Worship: true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth – 
We are now the true worshippers. We are to worship our God Who is Spirit in our spirit being led by God’s Holy Spirit Himself to worship God, the Father in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

And in truth, i.e. according to how He has revealed to us how He must worship Him (as here) for only this will bring unto Him…
e) The Pleasure of Worship – for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. 
Worship is ever and always to Worship and please God in the way He chooses for us to worship Him and not in the way we think He ought to worship just to please ourselves!
f) The Person to Worship – God is Spirit, hence, He need no physical locality to be present for His people to worship Him. He is Present in His people and He indwells them, as…
Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
(I Cor. 3:16) and therefore where His people are gathered together He is in the  midst of them, For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. (Mt. 18:20)
Let us therefore go in unto Him and worship God in spirit and in truth and not according to our thoughts of how we can worship Him but to worship Him so as to please Him and to bring Glory and Honour to Him. Let it be so this week wherever we are.
REFLECT.

2. In the light of what our Lord had revealed how we can worship God in spirit and in truth? Can we worship God in our walk, in our work wherever we are and whenever we want? 
If so, will you be worshipping Him in the course of this week at any time and place? 


REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: 
Can it be that bodily we are “nigh” in the physical “temple of God” 


but spiritually God is afar off from the temple that is in our bodies?

