R693 (R53) Rumination for May 20, 2018
The Theme: Give Thanks

The Text:  Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints…give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness.  Psa. 30:4


Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness.
Psa. 97:12
The Thots: 

A. The Psalmist gave thanks at the Remembrance of God’s Holiness.
Psa. 30:4; 97:12

Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness.
Psa. 97:12
1. He is the Thrice Holy God of the Righteous.

Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.
Isa. 6:3


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come
Rev. 4:8
2. He is the Triune God with His Threefold-Role in our Redemption.
a. The Father loved us and Sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world.
Jn. 3:17
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.

b. The Son of God loved us and Sacrificed Himself for us.
Gal. 2:20

…the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

c. The Spirit Sealed us unto the day of Redemption.
Eph. 1:13, 14
…ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise…until the redemption of the purchased possession...
B. Anna gave thanks for the Redeemer of Israel Who was come.
Lk. 2:36-38

She coming in that instant gave thanks … unto the Lord, and spake of Him 
Lk. 2:38
1. Simeon first Recognised the Lord’s Christ through the Spirit’s Revelation.
Lk. 2:25-35

It was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should … see … the Lord's Christ.
Lk. 2:26

[Note: the Lord (Jehovah), Christ (Messiah) and the Spirit – the Three Persons in the Godhead.]

2. Anna then Rejoiced at the sight of the One Who was come to Redeem Israel.
Lk. 2:38 
She…gave thanks…unto the Lord, and spake of Him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

· Both Simeon and Anna had waited almost their whole life for Him.
C. Jesus gave thanks for the Resources of the bread and the fishes
Jn. 6:11

Jesus took the loaves; and when He had given thanks, He distributed to the disciples.
1. They were All that the lad possessed – five barley loaves, and two small fishes:
Jn. 6:9
2. Yet they were made Available to Him for the blessing of others
Jn. 6:11
Jesus took the loaves; and when He had given thanks, He distributed to the disciples, 
and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.

· [Note: we too have our “fives” and “twos” on our body –

· Only that we may present our bodies a living sacrifice unto Him for the blessing of others]
Rom. 12:1

3. The results Accomplished met the needs of all with an overflow of 12 baskets of remnants.
Jn. 6:12,13
When they were filled, He said unto His disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets 
with the fragments of the five barley loaves

.
D. Jesus gave thanks for the bread for the Remembrance of Him.
I Cor. 11:24

When He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 

which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.  
1. The Bread Signifies His Commitment of obedience even unto the death of the cross. 
Phil 2:8

Being found…as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.
2. The Bread Symbolizes our Communion with one another in His Remembrance.
I Cor. 10:16


The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
In Conclusion: 
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
I Thes. 5:18
Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One;


Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.
Henry Smith
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK:
R. 693
1. Christians are told always in everything give thanks: 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you (1 Thes. 5:18) 
Indeed it is easy to give thanks to God when everything is well with us. 
Can we still give thanks when…

a. …as with the unnamed Shunemite woman whose only son stricken by the sun 
sat on her knees till noon, and then died. (II Kgs. 4:20) and still able to answer, 
It is well (II Kgs. 2:46) when asked Is it well with thee?...Is it well with the child? 
when the child was dead, and laid upon his bed (II Kgs. 4:32)?
b. …As with Paul who had been praying consistently and persistently for a thorn in his flesh (whatever it was that inflicted and made him perhaps miserable) to be removed - for this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
(II Cor. 12:7-9)?
c.  As with Paul again when he knew he was about to be martyred by Emperor Nero, yet he was thankful and confessed: I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing. (II Tim. 4:6-8)?
d. As with Job when he suffered under severe trials from God Who allowed Satan to buffet him not only physically, mentally but also spiritually yet Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped (Job 1:20)?
When we go through persecutions, tribulations and trials and when God seemed to be “deaf” to our pleas, prayers and petitions can we still thank God for all things that befall us knowing that ultimately all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. (Rom. 8:28)
Can we therefore in everything give thanks: for this is the will of God?




REFLECT
2. The everything for which we are to give thanks include our brethren in Christ. 
Time and again Paul gave thanks to God for the brethren he knew in the various churches and assemblies. Do you relate well with these other saints in your church 
and give thanks to God for them?  Consider Paul’s thanksgiving for the following…


REFLECT.
· Rom, 16:4 - 
Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom 

not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 

· Eph. 1:16 -  
Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers.
· Col. 1:3 - 
We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

praying always for you.
· I Thes. 1:2 - 
We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you 

in our prayers. 

· II Thes. 2:13 - But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 

brethren beloved of the Lord.
Points To Ponder: Giving thanks to God in everything includes thanking Him 


    when one seemingly receives “nothing”.
