R692 (R63, R630) Rumination for 13 May, 2018
by K.C. Ung

The Theme: 
Jerusalem Day, and Mother’s Day [See Reflections for the Week]
berita-bethel-ung.com

The Text:  
Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.
Gal. 4:26
The Thots: 
Introduction: Today is Jerusalem Day, it commenced yesterday evening and will end this evening at sunset.

“Jerusalem Day is an Israeli national holiday commemorating the reunification of Jerusalem and the establishment of Israeli control over the Old City in the aftermath of the June 1967 Six-Day War. The day is officially marked by state ceremonies and memorial services. The Chief Rabbinate of Israel declared Jerusalem Day ... Wikipedia 
A. Israel Remembered Zion, and Wept.

We wept, when we remembered Zion.
Psa. 137:1-4
1. They hanged up their harps in Sorrow.
We hanged our harps upon the willows
137:2

2. Their captors requested them to Sing.
”Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”
137:3

3. They could not sing the Lord’s Song.
How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?
137:4

B. Israel asked that they not forget Zion, and Vowed
Psa. 137:5, 7


1. If they forgot, let them lose their skill in Music

137:5


If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.

2. If they did not remember, let them be Mute.

137:6


If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.

C. Israel will be remembered on Mount Zion, and shout!
Rev. 14:1-3

The Father’s Name is written on their foreheads – they are remembered.

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him 

an hundred forty and four thousand, having His Father's name written in their foreheads.

1. They Remain no more in a strange land – they are on Mount Zion!
14:1


Lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him an hundred forty and four thousand.

2. They are the Redeemed from the earth; they are no more captives!
14:3


The hundred and forty and four thousand, which were Redeemed from the earth

3. They Rejoice with their harps – their harps no more hang on the willows.
14:2


I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps.

4. Their Refrain is ever the new song that only they can sing.
14:3

a. It is the Song of the Lord.

cf. Psa. 137:4

b. It is the Song of Moses – the Song of Redemption from the Land of Egypt.
15:3 cf. Exo. Ch. 15

c. It is the Song of the Lamb:

15:3


Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.

D. The Church will Revere on Mount Zion and they are on their way.
Heb. 12:22-24, 28

Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.
12:22, 23

1. For Company, the Church will have angels and spirits of men made perfect.
12:22-23

2. The City they are going to is that of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.
12:22

3. The Covenant that makes it possible is through the blood of Jesus.
12:24

4. The Commitment for now

12:28


 Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

a. Let us Rejoice in His grace – 

Rom. 5:2


We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

b. Let us Render service, i.e. worship God acceptably with reverence and awe
12:28, NIV

Serve (Gk. latreuo) = to minister (to God), i.e. render religious homage:--serve, do the service, worship

i. Let us harp with Music in our hearts in Reverence of Him.
Cf. Psa. 137:5

ii. Let us not be Mute in our Remembrance of Him.
Cf. Psa. 137:6

iii. Let us in Mind and spirit Remember Jesus as we take of the Cup of the Covenant.
I Cor. 11:25


"This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Come, ye that love the Lord, and let your joys be known.

Join in a song with sweet accord, and thus surround the throne.

Let those who refuse to sing Who never knew our God;

But children of the heavenly king, Must speak their joys abroad.

We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, beautiful Zion;

We’re marching upward to Zion, The beautiful city of God.

Dr. Waltz

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R692

1. Today is Jerusalem Day.
2 May, 2017  – The United Nation’s cultural body on Tuesday passed the latest in a series of resolutions that denies Israeli claims to Jerusalem…Submitted to UNESCO’s Executive Board by Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar and Sudan, the resolution on “Occupied Palestine,” …indicates that Israel has no legal or historical rights anywhere in Jerusalem…The vote, which coincided with Israel’s Independence Day, passed with 22 countries in favour, 23 abstentions,  10 opposed, and the representatives of three countries absent. 
The resolution rejects the Jewish state’s sovereignty in any part of Jerusalem. Israel is referred to throughout the document as the “occupying power” in Jerusalem, indicating that it has no legal or historical ties to any part of the city. The 10 countries that voted against the resolution were the US, UK, Italy, The Netherlands, Lithuania, Greece, Paraguay, Ukraine, Togo, and Germany.

https://www.timesofisrael.com/on-independence-day-unesco-okays-resolution-ignoring-jewish-links-to-jerusalem/
Has Jerusalem no link whatsoever with Israel and the God of the Bible? Consider:
· Jerusalem occurs 643 times in the Old Testament and 83 times in the New Testament with a grand total of 726 times in the King James Version of the Bible. The Muslim countries claim their inherent rights to the city for themselves but Jerusalem is not even once mentioned in their holy book!
· It is also referred to as “Zion” mentioned first in the account of David’s conquest of Jerusalem        and as The City of David –  [David was the kingly ancestor of Israel.]
David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David. (II Sam. 5:7 cf. 1 Chr. 11:4-9).

· It is also known as the city of God – 

There is a river…the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High.
Psa. 46:4
Cf. in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD did choose…to put His name there. 
I Kgs. 14:21; 11:36
· In the New Testament, Jerusalem was the Centre for the spread of Christianity –  Acts 1:8

…And ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem…and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

· It was in Jerusalem that the Church first set up their Council –

Acts 15:4 

When they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders…
· At the end of the age, it will be a New Jerusalem that will come down from heaven!  
I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven…
Rev. 21:2, 10 

If at all anyone could claim any heritage rights to Jerusalem it must be only Israel and the Christians! 


REFLECT.

2. Today is also Mother’s Day.

It is interesting to note that the Mother’s Role is referred to in God’s Relationship…
· with the Messiah – 
Isaiah 49:1 

Listen, O isles, unto Me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD hath called Me from the womb; from the bowels of My mother hath Me made mention of My name. 

Christ, the Messiah, was given the name "Jesus" from God. Joseph was told this before Mary  delivered the Child (Mt. 1:21). Mary, as Mother, was given the responsibility to bring up the Messiah.
· Where the Mother gives Birth to those Born of God; she needs to Bring them up well to fear God.
· With Israel, and Jerusalem will live up to its name to be a City of Peace in the future: Isa. 66:13
As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
· The Mother should ever be a Comfort and a Counsellor to her Children that they may live in Peace.

· With the Church , the Children of Grace and not of the Law – 
Gal. 4:26
But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.
· While the Mother raises her children to be free, she needs also to teach them to focus on things above
· With us all – the mother’s house is the house of instruction:
Song 8:2, HCSB
I would lead you…to the house of my mother who taught me. I would give you spiced wine to drink…
· The Place of instruction is "My mother's house." 
· The Person from whom I receive instruction is my mother who taught me.
· The Price for her instruction is Spiced wine to drink from my pomegranate juice for her.
· Today, being Mother’s Day, may all mothers seek to fulfil the above responsibilities to their children, and the children to honour their mothers likewise as above.
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Mothers Have Heavy Responsibilities to bring up their children well, 

            and children need to Highly Honour their mothers in Return. 
