R690 (R53) Rumination for Apr. 29, 2018
The Theme: We Have an ALTAR
The Text: 
We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.  
Heb. 13:10
The Thots: 

A. The Altar – Its Stated Use.
A raised Structure on which blood was Sprinkled and the fat of animals was burned.

Exo.  29:12, 13

Thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, and put it upon the horns of the altar with thy finger, 
…take all the fat that covereth the inwards…and burn them upon the altar.
1. Altar is Heb. Mizbēaḥ = altar.

Strong
2. It is Associated with or derived from zābaḥ = to Slaughter an animal (usually in Sacrifice). 
Strong
B. The Altar – Its Significant Use.
1. Raised in ’Onour of Jehovah in Joshua’s victory over Amalek. It was named Jehovahnissi.
 Ex. 17:14-16
2. Raised in Obedience to Jehovah and named Jehovahjireh.

Gen. 22:9, 14
Abraham built an altar there...and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.
a. The Divine Instruction to Abraham:

Gen. 22:2  

Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…and offer him there for a burnt offering…
b. Abraham’s Dedicated Intrinsic Obedience – Abraham…took the knife to slay his son.
Gen. 22:10 

c. The Divine Intervention at Jehovahjireh

Gen. 22:13-14
i. Jehovah’s Supply: Abraham lifted up his eyes…and behold…a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 
ii. Isaac’s Substitute: Abraham…took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 
iii. Abraham named the Site…Jehovahjireh: as it is said… in the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.
3. Raised to Offer Sacrifices to God (Types of Altar):


a. Noah Built the first altar unto the LORD…and offered burnt offerings on the altar.
Gen. 8:20

b. The Basic…altar of earth…make unto Me, and…sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings. 
Exo. 20:24
c. The Bronze Altar of Burnt Offering in the Tabernacle and Temple.
Exo. 39:39; II Chr. 4:1
d. The Golden Altar for Burning incense in the Tabernacle and Temple.
Exo. 30:1, 3; I Kgs. 6:20
Thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon of shittim wood…and overlay it with pure gold
C. The Altar – Its Singular use, only for Jehovah.
 
1. The Demolition of all other Places of Worship.

Deut. 12:1-3
And ye shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and burn their groves with fire; 
and ye shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and destroy the names of them out of that place.
2. The Dedication of the Altar only for God.

Deut. 12:27
Thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of the LORD thy God: 
and the blood of thy sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar of the LORD thy God…
D. Our Spiritual Altar.

Heb. 13:10

We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. 

1. Be not Drawn away to other “altars” of Diverse Doctrines.

Heb. 13:9
Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. 
2. Stand Steadfast and Sure on the Sacrifice of Christ our “Altar”.

Heb. 13:10
a. Only those in Christ can Participate at this Altar; 
We have an Altar whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle –

b. Others who hold not to this Doctrine are Prohibited – they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle
i. If they Persist to keep the Old Testament Rites and Rituals. 

Heb. 13:11

These were for a Past Need! For the bodies of those beasts…are burned without [outside] the camp. 
ii. The Previous “altars” were just Shadows Pointing to what the Lord Himself Suffered outside the Camp
He had fulfilled them all as the Perfect Sacrifice on the altar of God.

Heb. 10:12
Wherefore Jesus also, that He might Sanctify the people with His own blood, Suffered without the gate. 
iii. Now let us Proceed unto Him, be identified with His Finished Sacrificial Work on the Cross…
c. …And Offer Our Sacrifice of Praise unto God.

Heb. 10:13f 
i. Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach. 
For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. 
ii. By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.
3. Even as today we Break the Bread and Drink of the Cup in Remembrance of Him. 

I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
4.  [And] to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. Heb. 10:16
No blood, no altar now, The sacrifice is o’er!

No flame, no smoke ascends on high, The lamb is slain no more,

But richer blood has flowed from nobler veins,


To purge the soul from guilt, and cleanse the reddest stains.
Horatius Bonar
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.

R690

1. When Paul visited Athens in his time, it is noteworthy that what he observed then and there was not much different from many a situation we have now, with and among us, especially in our beloved Malaysia, the multi-religious land of ours.  We boast of, not only, the many beautiful and majestic places of worship all over the country, but also shrines and simple altars on the roadside, by rivers, beneath trees and even carved on boulders.  Some are dedicated to named deities but some, most probably as in the days of Paul, were built to “an unknown god” in case such a one is left out from honour and worship and gets offended. 
And the one who may be punished for this may be the passer-by who does not bring his hands together to worship this god. 
Now read Paul’s account of what he observed and what he spoke to all those concerned then and see if you can relate to what he said:

Acts 17:22-29 (HCSB) 
22 Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that you are extremely religious in every respect. 23 For as I was passing through and observing the objects of your worship, I even found an altar on which was inscribed: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 
24 The God who made the world and everything in it—He is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in shrines made by hands. 25 Neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives everyone life and breath and all things. 
26 From one man He has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live. 27 ⌊He did this⌋ so they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. 
28 For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29 Being God’s offspring then, we shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image fashioned by human art and imagination. 
Does what he said then mean anything to you now? Would you like to share Paul’s message with your family member/s or friend/s too?
REFLECT
2. With the older generations of Christians, the “Family Altar” was quite an “in-thing” among Christian families. However, during these days of “fast living” with each one living out one’s own life according to one’s commitments, fulfilling its many responsibilities and obligations there is hardly any more time for the family to get together. In fact, the Family Altar has become a strange phenomenon no more to be identified with present living. 
Below is a write-up concerning The Family Altar. It is extracted from:

https://www.wholesomewords.org/family/famaltar.html
For those not familiar with it, you may like to read about it, or better still, seek to implement it in your family if you have not already done so. 



Christian home & family - Family Altar (Bible Time) by Al Troester
The title "family altar" simply means family Bible study and worship time. Every Christian family should have such a time daily. It is amazing how few families really take this seriously and practice this routinely. It is the best guarantee to have Christian children with good moral standards that do not drift through the teen years, to have a family that has a witness for Christ in the community, and to have a family that takes the church seriously and enjoys going to all the services.

It is well to remember the great command that the Lord gave to Israel.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up" (Deut. 6:4-7).

Worship of the Lord is first of all vertical and then horizontal and begins in the home and takes in the whole family.

REFLECT
Points To Ponder: An Altar erected in the family for God’s Honour 
will definitely alter your perspective in life.
