R725 Rumination for December 30, 2018
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
 The First and The Last
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last….
Rev. 1:8, 11
The Thots: 

Intro: 
Tomorrow is the Last Day of this year, and the Day after is the First Day of the New Year – LAST and FIRST!

Our Rumination for this week and the next will be themed on The FIRST and The LAST!
Rev. 1:11
Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: 
A. First and Last is used of Humanity referring to the Kings in Israel’s History and their Acts.


1. The acts of David the king, first and last…
I Chr. 29:29
2. The acts of Solomon, first and last…
II Chr. 9:29
3. The acts of Rehoboam, first and last
II Chr. 12:15
4. The acts of Asa, first and last
II Chr. 16:11

5. The acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last
II Chr. 20:34

6. The acts of Amaziah, first and last
II Chr. 25:26

7. The acts of Uzziah, first and last
II Chr. 26:22
· Man Can only Count the acts between Birth and Death – first and last.

· They Cannot Control what Comes in between, even though they might be kings! 
B. The First and the Last is used of Deity referring to Christ and His Attributes.
Rev. 22:13
(2) I am Alpha and Omega, (3) the beginning and the end, (1) the first and the last.
Note the Definite Article attached to the title.
1. Christ is the First and the Last – I am the first and the last
Rev. 1:11
a. He is the Preeminent and Peerless Christ of the Church.


I am…the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches…

Cf. These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive.
Rev. 2:8

i. His Peerlessness: I am…the first and the last
Cf. And He is the head of the body, the church: Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;
that in all things He might have the preeminence. 
Col. 1:18
ii. His Position: He is the head of the body, the church: 

1:18a
iii. His Priority: that in all things He might have the preeminence.

1:18c
· He is the Beginning, the Firstborn from the dead; 

1:18b
· Cf. He is the First Begotten (Born out) of the dead.
Rev. 1:5
Jesus Christ, who is the Faithful witness, and the First begotten of the dead,

and the prince of the kings of the earth.
· He is the First in Rank and Resurrection – the First begotten of the dead

1:5b

   Cf. Now is Christ risen From the dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept. I Cor. 15:20
· He is the Faithful Witness – He never Fails in Words and Works.

1:5a
· He is the Prince of the Potentates of the earth – the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 1:5c; 19:16


And He has made us kings and priests unto God and His Father.

1:6 (see vi. below)
iv. His Power over death: (He) was dead, and is alive.
Rev. 2:8
v. His Promise: Because He had died, rose again and is now alive, therefore…
Rev. 2:10
Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison…
and ye shall have tribulation…be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
vi. So as Priests and Kings and being His Peculiar People let us sound forth His Praise…

I Pet. 2:9

As a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a Peculiar People; 
…shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.
b. He is Worthy of Worship by the Church.
Rev. 1:17
When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And He…saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last.
c. Finally, as the First and the Last, He Will Reward His Workers when He Returns.
Rev. 22:12, 13
Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 

I am…the first and the last.
On this last Lord’s Supper of the Year, let us not Fail to Remember Him, the First and the Last.
[To be continued next Lord’s Day]
Jesus, the first and last, On Thee my soul is cast:

Thou didst Thy work begin By blotting out my sin;

Thou wilt the root remove, Perfecting me in love.

Yet when the work is done, The work is but begun:

Partaker of Thy grace, I long to see Thy face;


The first I prove below, The last I die to know.
Charles Wesley, 
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 725
1. As we come to the last day of the year tomorrow, it is customary that we look back to review what has passed, and reach forward to what we expect in the future year.
The Review will remind us of our Ups and Downs, the Valleys and the Mountains we passed through, the Joys and Tears we experienced, the Successes and Failures we encountered. Through them all what can you conclude as you come to the last day looking at them from the perspective of Jesus Christ as the First and the Last in relation to all these, and

Resolving to Learn Lessons from them to commence your New Year?
Can you say like Paul?
Philippians 3:13-14 (KJV) 

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
Forgetting those things which are behind, 
and Reaching Forth unto those things which are before, 

I Press toward the mark For the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Hebrews 12:1-2 (KJV) 
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

You may not have accomplished what you set out to do at the beginning of this year, but the lessons and experiences you learnt and went through, especially when you linked them with Jesus, the First and the Last, the Author and Finisher of your Faith, how do you feel you have done with regard to finishing this year?  And what is your goal for next year?


REFLECT
2. It is possible that few, if none of us, have accomplished the end of what we set out to do in the beginning. But let us not be downcast. Let us rise up to aim for greater heights. 

He Who initiated the First for us will help us endure to the Last so that like Paul, we can say:

Let us press on for the New Year beginning the day after tomorrow –

Whatever be your Sorrows and Sadness in the past;

Whatever your Failures and Faults;

Whatever your Disappointments and Disenchantments;

Whatever be your Regrets, 

RESOLVE to Let them pass and Let your Life in this New Year

Revolve around Jesus Christ, the First and Last in the coming New Year.


REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 

Resolve to let The First And The Last be the First and Last 

in your Life this coming New Year. 

Wishing All my Prayer-Partners

A Blessed and Bountiful New Year, 2019

