R721 Rumination for December 02, 2018
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Head of the Body
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The Text: But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; 

and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

I Cor. 11:3
The Thots:

Intro.: What is a Paradox? – 
A Situation or Statement that Seems impossible or is difficult to understand 

because it contains two opposite facts or characteristics:
Cambridge Dict.

1) Consider Paul’s Personal Paradoxes in his Ministry for His Master:
II Cor. 6:9-10

As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 
As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things – such was Paul’s experience in serving His Master.
2) Compare Christ’s Proverbial Paradox on Poverty:

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.
II Cor. 8:9

A. Consider the Scriptural Paradoxes Concerning the following Relationships:-I Cor. 11:3
Text: The head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

1. The head of Christ is God BUT… is not Christ equal with God? 
a. John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

b. John 10:30 – I and My Father are one.
2. The head of every man is Christ BUT… are not Men and Women [Man] equal with Christ?

a. We are Friends with Christ.
Jn. 15:15
Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: 
but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you.

b. We are Brethren with Christ.
Heb. 2:11, 12
For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare Thy name unto My brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto Thee.

c. We are Jesus’ Mother and Brethren!
Mt. 12:48, 49
But He answered and said…Who is My mother? and who are My brethren? And He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and said, Behold My Mother and My brethren!
3.  The head of the woman is the man BUT… are not Men and Women equal – all one in Christ?
There is no difference between Male and Female (Men and Women).
Gal. 3:26-28
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

a. Why then are Wives in the Home told to Submit to her Husband?
Eph. 5:22
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.
   }    5:23

b. Why is Christ the Head of the Church when members of the Church are His brethren? }Heb. 2:11, 12
c. Why are Women to be Silent in the Church when Men are present?


i. Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 
I Cor. 14:34
ii. If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that 
the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.
I Cor. 14:37
iii. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 

For Adam was first formed, then Eve, And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.
I Tim. 2:12-14
B. Contemplate on The Perspective of the Paradox (?) Understand…
1. The Rights – 
God, the Father and God, the Son have Equal Rights.
See #1 above.

The Brother and Sister in Christ have Equal Rights with Him.
See #2 above.

The Brother and Sister have equal Rights – all are one in Christ.
See #3 above.

2. The Roles in Ranks – however each has a different Role to function in keeping with his/her “Rank”.
God is the Father; Christ is the Son; and God sent the Son with each playing His Role. Cf. Jn. 5:23 

That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent Him.


3. The Responsibilities – Each is Responsible to play out his/her Role without his/her Rights being affected.

Thus God Sent the Son Who became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
    
  Phil. 2:8

The Husband is to love his wife, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it. Eph. 5:25

Today Christ sits at the Lord’s Table. Let us be Responsible to play our Role well in Remembering Him in His death and burial and Revere Him Who Rose again from the dead and will soon Return for us. 
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till Hcome.

Hallelujah, He is risen! Our exalted Head to be;
Sends the witness of the Spirit That our advocate is He:

  He is risen, He is risen, Justified in Him are we.
Philip P. Bliss
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 721
1. Today in many western countries (formerly even known as “Christian” countries) have thrown out “Christian” values even from the precincts of the church in favour of human and egalitarian rights.  They claim that human rights are infringed upon when elders (leaders) in the church are confined to the masculine gender and women are discriminated against when public teaching roles are not open to females as in certain assemblies of Christians. 
What many fail to understand is the differences between Rights and Roles. 

Rights refer to what is due to the person because of his or her position. And certainly, a person in Christ has equal rights… 
Gal. 3:26-29
26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,

 there is neither male nor female: 

for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
The above texts refer to the Rights of all in Christ – they are all the children of God, 
no matter their race, religion, gender, status, position, age, etc. – 

All are one in Christ Jesus because All are the children of God!

But each has a different Role as Ranked in an army, a uniform unit, an organisation, etc.

Likewise in the church, there are “Ranks” and these Ranks are to be filled by different people from different backgrounds, so much so, that as in the army, a private has to salute a sergeant, and a sergeant has to respect a major, etc. The one who is Ranked under must always Salute the one who is Ranked over him/or her, no matter the age, the gender, the background, etc. The one who is ranked under must respect the one ranked above him.  These are the Roles he/she is Responsible to play out or to function as. In no way, is his or her Right affected. 

The Rank Order must be obeyed in order to maintain law and Order and the headships at various levels. Thus, when the Lord gives the instructions through Paul at the head of the passage in I Cor. 11-14, he commences with the text:  I Corinthians 11:3 –
But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ;
and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God
And Concludes with 1 Corinthians 14:40 – Let all things be done decently and in order.
Are you prepared to receive and obey this Command from the Chief Commander Himself:

I Corinthians 14:37-38 (HCSB)

If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, 

he should recognize that what I write to you is the Lord’s command.



But if anyone ignores this, he will be ignored.
REFLECT

2. The Marriage Vow today has been modified to today’s world thinking. Wikipedia states: “The Original Wedding Vow, as printed in The Book of Common Prayer, are:

Groom: I,____, take thee,_____, to be my wedded Wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part, according to God's holy ordinance; and thereto I plight thee my troth.

Bride: I,_____, take thee,_____, to be my wedded Husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, cherish, and to obey, till death us do part, according to God's holy ordinance; and thereto I give thee my troth.

Since 2000 the service in Common Worship the normal vows are as follows:

I,N, take you, N, to be my wife (or husband), to have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part, according to God's holy law, in the presence of God I make this vow.

Note: “obey” in reference to the scriptural injunction “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord” (Eph. 5:22) are now omitted completely.  
As a husband and wife which version will you vow? 
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Wife, will you willingly submit yourself to your husband when he vows that he will love you even as Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for it?
