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The Theme: 
My Chief Joy
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The Text: if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy

Psa. 137:6
The Thots:

Intro. The Psalmist’s Possible Relapse (if it happened) and the Personal Resulting Reprisal.Psa. 137:5-6, NKJV
1) If I forget you, O Jerusalem, Let my right hand forget its skill! 

2) If I do not remember you, Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth —

If I do not exalt Jerusalem Above my chief joy. 
A. The Psalmist’s Remembrance of Jerusalem as his Chief Joy during his Captivity in Babylon:

1. There would be a Reprisal against Babylon for their Captivity of Israel. 
Psa. 137:8, HCSB 

Daughter Babylon, Doomed to Destruction, happy is the one who pays you back what you have Done to us. 
2. In the meanwhile, the psalmist would Continue to Rejoice over Jerusalem as his Chief Joy –  
If I do not exalt Jerusalem as my greatest joy [or] if I do not remember you.

May my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth
Psa. 137:6

3. Because Jerusalem was the Capital City of David in United Israel:
II Sam. 5:5, 7, 9


Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David.
4. Because Jerusalem was the Chosen City of God for His place of worship.

a. Unto his son will I give one tribe, that David My servant may have a light alway 

before Me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen Me to put My name there.
I Kgs. 11:35
b. Rehoboam the son of Solomon…reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, 
the city which the LORD did choose out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there.  I Kgs. 14:21
c. In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all tribes of Israel, 
will I put My Name for ever
II Kgs. 21:7
5. Because only the Remembrance of Jerusalem Could be his Chief Joy,
Psa. 137:6
If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; 
if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

B. Our Personal Remembrance of Jesus as our Chief Joy at the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:23, 25

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 

That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread…took the cup…
1. When the Lord Instituted the Lord’s Supper:
Cf. Lk. 22:19, 20
It was the Lord’s Command to His Church,
I Cor. 11:24-26
a. To Commemorate His death: 
I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
i. In the Breaking of the Bread

11:24

When He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

ii. In the Consuming of the Cup:

11:25
After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
b. To Celebrate this Feast until He Comes again:
I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
2. When the Lord Instituted the Lord’s Table:
I Cor. 10:21

a. By Breaking Bread together, we are to show our Communion with one another in the Body of Christ. 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
I Cor. 10:16b
b. By Consuming of the Cup together, it is to show our Communion with Christ in His Blood.
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
10:16a
c. It is also to Demonstrate that we have no more part with the Demons and the Devil.
10:21, NKJV 
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; 
You cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the table of demons.
Conclusion: This Day as we, who are Partners with Christ in His Body, at the Lord’s Table 



Partake of the Bread and the Cup at the Lord’s Supper, 



Let us make it our chief joy to Remember our Lord in His death, burial and resurrection 


Until we meet Him again when He Returns to take us back to be with Him. Maranatha.
How happy are Thy servants, Lord, Who thus remember Thee!

What tongue can tell our sweet accord, Our perfect harmony?

Who Thy mysterious supper share, Here at Thy table fed,


Many, and yet but one we are, One undivided bread.
Charles Wesley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 720
1. Our Lord, Christ Jesus...existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God 
as something to be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death— even to death on a cross. (Phil. 2:5-8, HCSB)

Yes, we do see Jesus—made lower than the angels for a short time so that by God’s grace He might taste death for everyone…(Heb. 2:9, HCSB), though He was delivered up according to God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him. (Acts 2:23, HCSB)
But in the end of it all, Jesus, the Source and Perfecter of our faith…for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God’s throne. (Heb. 12:2, HCSB)

Jesus’ mission to the cross, though beset with inglorious shame and ignominious suffering on the way, was accomplished with the end result that He finally enjoyed the joy that was ever before Him throughout His earthly mission, when He was ushered into His Father’s presence to sit down on the right hand of His throne on high. 
However Wuest pointed out that the word "For" should be translated "Instead" to mean that Christ gave up the joys of heaven to endure the cross and the shame that went with it. He scorned the shame; it did not deter Him from the cross.

Whatever it is, we know for sure that He accomplished what He came to do (“It is finished!” was His cry) and He experienced joy in being enthroned by God on His right hand, for…God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow— of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth— and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:9-11, HCSB)
Today, sinners who repent and go to Him for salvation through faith in Him will also bring joy to the angels in heaven – (Lk. 15:7, 10, HCSB)

I tell you, in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous people who don’t need repentance….I tell you, in the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels over one sinner who repents.”
Have you ever experienced this joy of salvation in your life? Can you recall that day when there was joy in heaven when you repented from your sin and went to Christ for salvation?
What was it like?
REFLECT
2. Actually can there ever be joy in suffering and tribulation? Would not Happiness be the portion of all Christians? Why should Christians suffer?
When Paul wrote his epistle to the Christians at Philippi, he was in prison. But in the four chapters of his epistle, he asked them always to rejoice in all circumstances with “Rejoice” found in every chapter. Finally, he climaxed his exhortation to them with Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. (Phil. 4:4)

Thus, it is not surprising that when he penned his epistle to the Christians in Rome, while awaiting his death sentence because of his faith and hope in his Lord (II Tim, 4:6-8), he could write to them these words: (Rom. 5:4, 5, cf. 12:12)
…we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
Is it true that a Christian’s life is always full of Happiness?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 

A Happy Christian is always Joyful or A Joyful Christian is Always Happy.
