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The Theme: 
He that Justifieth and He that Condemneth
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The Text:
He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, 

even they both are abomination to the LORD.
Pro. 17:15
The Thots: 

A. He that justifieth the wicked
Pro. 17:15a

The Example of Pilate.
Mt. 
27:15-26
1. His Cowardice in asking the Crowd to make a decision:
Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ? 

 27:17

a. Choose Barabbas? He was a Murderer.
Mk. 
15:7
Barabbas…who had committed murder in the insurrection

b. Or Consider Jesus which is called Christ? He was a just Man.
Mt.  27:17b, 19b
2. The Chief priests…persuaded the Multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.  27:20
3. The Choice: 
The governor…said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you? 



They said, Barabbas.

27:21
4. Pilate’s Crime – Then released he [Pilate] Barabbas unto them. 

27:26
· The Conclusion: Pilate Justified the Wicked – an Act of Abomination!

B. and he that condemneth the just
Pro. 17:15b

The Example of Pilate:
Mt.  27:15-26
1. He was the Governor:

27:21

The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you? 
2. He had earlier received Good advice from his wife concerning the Just Man.

27:19


When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing 

to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of Him.
3. He knew the Man was Guiltless.

27:18, 23a
He knew that for envy they had delivered Him…And…said, Why, what evil hath He done?
27:23a
4. He tried to “wash” away His Guilty feeling:

27:24, 25

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it. 
a. No, he was not innocent; he was responsible for his judgment.

b. Yes, the crowd would also be held answerable – 

Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children.
5. Pilate Gave his sentence – that would make himself Guilty!

27:26
Then released he Barabbas unto them…scourged Jesus (and)…delivered Him to be crucified. 
6. Thus, Jesus, the Just was Condemned to be Crucified.
I Pet. 3:18
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust.
· The Conclusion: Pilate Condemned the Just – Another Act of Abomination!
C. both were Abominations to the Lord
Pro. 17:15c
· Pilot Justified the Wicked and Condemned the Just - both were Abominations to the Lord!

D. Contrast God Justified the Wicked!

1. God was in Christ [Jesus], reconciling the World unto Himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them. 
II Cor. 5:19
2. God Justified the Wicked Sinners:
Rom. 3:23, 24
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by His grace…

D.
GOD also Condemned the Just Jesus – He was Cursed and Crucified on the Cross.  Gal. 3:13 

Christ… (was) made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
I Pet. 3:18a
E. but the LORD was Justified because Christ Suffered for our condemnation. Rom. 3
1. Jesus, the Just Man Suffered in our State.
I Pet. 3:18
2. And God is Justified in Justifying Sinners because 
Jesus was Punished and He was the Propitiation for our Sins. 
Rom. 3:24-26
Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare 

His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

3. Now the Lord can declare Himself Righteous because of His Righteous Acts.
· Conclusion: To declare, I say, at this time His righteousness: 



that He might be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
Now who will bring a charge against God’s chosen? God is the One who justifies each man.

Who can condemn? Christ Jesus died for sinners, Was raised to life, and sits at God’s right hand.

From there He always intercedes for us; None can condemn—we’re justified.

He intercedes and brings our case to God; None can condemn—we’re justified. 
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1. He that justifies the wicked is unrighteous; and he that condemns the innocent would certainly be unrighteous too. And both are regarded abominable acts by the Lord – 
 this was precisely what God said in His Word (Pro. 17:15):
He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just,

even they both are abomination to the LORD

In plain words to let the guilty go free, and to punish the innocent would not be right. 
In the sight of God, they are abominable.

Yet, it could be said that God Himself committed these “despicable” acts? 
How was it possible?

First, God justified the wicked – He justified sinners like you and me.
Rom. 3:23-24
All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Then God also condemned the just –

He forsook His innocent sinless Son, Jesus Christ and left Him to die on the cross –

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? (Mt. 27:46)

At that critical moment, Christ [was]…made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: (Gal. 3:13) 

Thus, God condemned Jesus, the Just to die for the unjust on the tree, because that was and is the only way God could justify the wicked sinner:

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. (I Pet. 3:18)
Was God unrighteous then to justify the wicked sinner like you and me? 

No, He could righteously justify the sinner because he was justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood… (Rom. 3:24-25).

The sin of the wicked did not go unpunished.  The death of Jesus, the Just for the unjust meant that He was condemned in the sinner’s place to bear his punishment so that he could claim that his sin and wickedness had now been dealt with. 
God can now justifiably declare, I say, at this time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus (Rom. 3:26). 
You are now justified because Jesus the Just had been punished in your place. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (Rom. 5:1) Are you fully assured that you have truly believed in Jesus, you are justified and there is no more condemnation awaiting you? Do you have this peace of God in you? REFLECT
2. Someone has said, to be “Justified” is “Just-as-if-I’ve-died”. The sinner has died!

The saint now lives in Jesus. The justified now is to reckon himself dead to sin, self, the flesh and the world and alive in Christ. (Rom. 6:10-13)
For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: The Justified (“just-as-if-I’ve-died”) believer must be buried and raised with Christ to walk in newness of life. (Rom. 6:3-4)
