R716 Rumination for October 28, 2018
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
A Stone to be Silent or to shout out?
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:
“I tell you, if these were Silent, the Stones would Shout out." 
Lk. 19:40, NRSV
The Thots: 
The Psalmist, rather than forget God’s Temple in Jerusalem,

or not Prefer Jehovah’s Name above all other Joys, 
was Prepared to be Punished with his tongue Paralyzed, his Mouth Silenced or be Mute!
Psa. 137:6
A. The Jews were in Captivity in Babylon. They Remembered Jerusalem!
Psa.137:1
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.
1. They would be Preoccupied with Jerusalem. 
a. If I forget thee, O Jerusalem
b. If I do not remember thee 
c. If I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy…
2. They were Prepared to be Punished and…

a. Have their Skills in playing the harp Stopped.
Psa. 137:5, NKJV

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, Let my right hand forget its skill! 

b. Have their Speech Silenced – May my tongue Stick to the roof of my mouth
Psa. 137:6, HCSB


if I do not remember you, if I do not exalt Jerusalem as my greatest joy! 
See introduction above.
B. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem in triumph…
1. His disciples Rejoiced and gave Him a Royal welcome:
Lk. 19:37, 38

The whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice…

Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.
2. But some of the Pharisees…said unto Him, Master, Rebuke Thy disciples. 
Lk. 19:39

3. The Lord Replied: "I tell you, if these were Silent, the Stones would Shout out."
Lk. 19:40, NRSV

C. Today we have been Justified by the Blood of Jesus.
1. We are the Living Stones in the Spiritual house that would “Shout out”…
I Pet. 2:5a, NKJV
You also, as living stones, are being built up a Spiritual house.
a. As Holy Priests, a holy priesthood, 
I Pet. 2:5b


to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

b. As Princely Priests, a royal priesthood,
I Pet. 2:9
that ye Should Shew forth the praises of Him 
who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light:

2. We thus meet our Lord at His Supper to Rejoice and Remember Him…
a. In the Breaking of the Bread – 
Lk. 22:19
And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
b. In the Drinking of the Cup
I Cor. 11:25
After the same manner also He took the cup…saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
c. In Preferring and Proclaiming Him above all until He comes:
I Cor. 11:26, NKJV 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

To Him our hearts we raise— None else shall have our praise;
Praise ye His name. Him our exalted Lord, By us below adored,
We praise with one accord— Worthy the Lamb!

If we should hold our peace, Stones would cry out apace;

Praise ye His name! Love does our souls inspire, With heav’nly, pure desire,

And sets us all on fire— Worthy the Lamb!

Join all the human race, Our Lord and God to bless;

Praise ye His name! In Him we will rejoice, Making a cheerful noise,

And say with heart and voice, Worthy the Lamb!

Though we must change our place, Our souls shall never cease

Praising His name; To Him we’ll tribute bring, Laud Him, our gracious king,


And without ceasing sing, Worthy the Lamb! 
James Allen 
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 716
1. When the Lord entered the portals of Jerusalem in fulfilment of Isaiah’s (62:11) 

and Zechariah’s (9:9) prophecies which were sort of quoted in Matthew 21:4-5 – 
All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying
Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass, it was recorded by Matthew that the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. (21:9)
Luke further recorded the reaction of the Pharisees to this event and the Lord’s response to them, as: And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto Him, Master, rebuke Thy disciples. And He answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. (Lk. 19:39-40)
This was what was prophesied of the welcome to be accorded by the multitude to the coming Messiah. But some Jews rejected Him. They were even prepared to take up stones to cast at Him when He proclaimed, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill Him, because He…said also that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God. (Jn. 5:17-18) and “I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." Then they took up stones to throw at Him. (John 8:58-59, NKJV) 

They wanted to Silence and Slay the Messiah when they cast Stones at Him. That was what Peter accused them of in his sermon on the day of Pentecost:

Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain. (Acts 2:23).
Yet the Messiah, Whom the Jews rejected and the Gentiles crucified, would forgive all of them and make them into living stones in a spiritual house to offer up praises to Him. Thus, Peter wrote: Coming to Him as to a Living Stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, ye also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (I Pet. 2:4-5, NKJV) 

We are now standing before God as neither Jew nor Greek [Gentile]…neither bond nor free…neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus [Gal. 3:28], but as living stones in the Lord’s spiritual house to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God. 

Are you, as a living stone in this spiritual house that the Lord is building, fulfilling your spiritual functions in offering spiritual sacrifices to God when you meet with others in this house
?
REFLECT.
2. Yet there are times when the “stones” must keep “silent” as in the context of the church gathering for the Lord’s Supper (I Cor. Chs. 11-14) –
First of all, when ye come together in the church…to eat the Lord's supper… (11:18, 20)

Let all things be done decently and in order. (I Cor. 11:40).
To preserve this order, three occasions are specified when the “Stones” are to keep Silent: 
· If there be no interpreter (to interpret any one speaking in tongues), 
let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God – (14:27, 28) 
· Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. 

If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. (14: 29, 30)
· Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 

And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.
(14:34, 35 cf. I Tim. 2:12-14)
If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, he should recognize that what I write to you is the Lord’s command. But if anyone ignores this, he will be ignored. (14:37, HCSB)
How do you relate to these “commands of the Lord” in this modern world? Would you prefer to rationalise them according to your own reasoning(or excuses) for not observing, and treat them as not applicable now?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Can I treat what is specifically stated as a “Lord’s command” to be a cultural practice relevant only for a past time, therefore to be ignored in present time? 
