R715 Rumination for October 21, 2018
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Whom shall I send, and Who will go for Us?
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:
The voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for US?
Isa. 6:8
The Thots:
Note: The “I” and the “US – suggests the Holy Trinity in the One Godhead of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

A. God the Father Sent… 
1. His Son – 
I Jn. 4:14

We have Seen and do testify that the Father Sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 
a. Because He Loved the People of the World.



Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son…

4:10a, b
b. To Prove His Love for them – 


In this was manifested the love of God toward us because… 
God sent His only begotten Son into the world.
4:9 cf. Rom. 5:8
c. To Provide Life for us – that we might live through Him.

4:9c

This is life eternal that they might know Thee… and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent.
Jn. 17:3
d. To be the Propitiation for our Sins.

4:10b

He loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our Sins.

2. His Spirit –
Jn. 14:26, NKJV 

a. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name…
b. Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Gal. 4:6
B. God, the Son Sent …

1. His Spirit.

a. To take His Place on earth.
Jn. 16:7  

Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.
b. To Proclaim and explain Him.
Jn. 15:26  

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me.
2. His Students (Disciples)
a. As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.
Jn. 17:18

b. …said Jesus to them…Peace be unto you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.  
 20:21
c. How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 

in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
Rom, 10:14-15
C. God, the Spirit Sent His Servants 

1. The Spirit Separated Barnabas and Saul (Paul) for His Service.
Acts 13:2

As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.

2. The Saints at Antioch then “Sent” them away.
Acts 13:3

And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 

Note 1: 

a. The Reference: “Sent away” is apolyō = Depart, Dismiss, Divorce, Divorcement, 
{Strong


Let (alone; go), Liberty, Loose, Put, Release, Send
{Vine’s
b. The Release: 
The church at Antioch Released (Set Loose) Barnabas and Saul 


To the Spirit’s Call to be Sent away by Him.

c. They were then Commended (laid their hands on them) by the Church and Released 
to the Spirit to be sent out by Him – they being sent forth by the Holy Ghost
Acts 13:4
d. From henceforth, the Spirit would be Responsible for them to direct them in their ministry:
Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.

And they…came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.
Acts 16:6-9

Note 2: Later, it was at Troas that Paul stayed back seven days to break bread with the saints there 

on the first day of the week.

And we sailed away from Philippi…to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. 

And upon the first day of the week…the disciples came together to break bread…Acts 20:6, 7

This day in Jesus’ name we meet, Our Lord, Redeemer, King;


 This day around Thy mercy seat We all Thy praises sing;          F. R. Daries,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R715
1. Read the two Bible passages below from Acts 13 and 16 and discover (and REFLECT) 

for yourself the answers to the attached questions; and hence, the biblical principles in the sending out of a  missionary into the mission field:

Acts 13:1-5 (HCSB)
1  In the church that was at Antioch there were prophets and teachers…

2  As they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work I have called them to.” 
3  Then after they had fasted, prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them off. 
4  Being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they came down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 5  Arriving in Salamis, they proclaimed God’s message in the Jewish synagogues. They also had John as their assistant.
a. What kind of leaders were there in the church at Antioch? (v. 1)
b. What were they doing in the church? (v. 2a)
c. While they were serving, Whom did they hear? (v. 2b)
d. Who do you think were Saul (Paul) and Barnabas? (cf. v. 1)
e. Though not stated, what do you presume the Holy Spirit could have spoken to both of them before His call to them was made known to the leaders?

f. What did the Spirit tell the leaders of the church? (vs. 2c)
g. What work did the Spirit call, separate and set apart Saul and Barnabas to do? (v. 2d)
h. What three things were the church leaders to do before sending a missionary off? (v. 3)
After they had (1) fasted, (2) prayed, and (3) laid hands on them, they sent them off.

What do you understand by “laid hands on them”? – 

The leaders and the church identified themselves with the missionaries, commended them to the Lord and then released them unto the Spirit?

Note “sent” (v. 3) is apolyō = release, let go (Strong, Vines).
What do you understand by that word “sent” (release) and what do you think it implies?
i. This is in contrast to “sent” in “sent out by the Spirit” which is ekpempō = sent forth (v. 4)
So, in actual fact, who is the Sender of the Missionary – the Church or the Spirit?

What can you learn from this?
j. Thus, who were Saul and Barnabas to serve from now onwards? (cf. v. 2). REFLECT
2. 
Acts 16:5-10 (HCSB)

5  So the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in number daily. 

6  They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia and were prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking the message in Asia. 7 When they came to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 

8  So, bypassing Mysia, they came down to Troas. 

9  During the night a vision appeared to Paul: A Macedonian man was standing and pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help us!” 

10  After he had seen the vision, we immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to evangelize them. 

k. On whom were they to depend for directions (and support)?
Read Acts 16:5-12

Based on the above discoveries of yours, now REFLECT on the following:

i. Who is the one who sends out a missionary into the mission field? 
Is it the Church, a Mission Board or the Holy Spirit?
ii. If it is the Holy Spirit, what do you understand by it?

iii. Who decides where the Missionary should serve? 
iv. Is it biblical to have a so-called “full-time worker” commended to serve in his/her own local church? Why?
v. Who is responsible for the support of the missionary? Cf. Phil. 4:15    REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 

A Servant of the Lord is Separated unto, and Sent out by Him? Do you agree? 

How can one be Sure?
Appendix: See “A Personal Reflection” on the next page.
A PERSONAL REFLECTION

Twenty-two years ago, on October 16, I was commended by my home assembly at Burmah Road Gospel Hall to a ministry unto the Lord and to His people and others in Malaysia and Singapore. Since then the Spirit had opened the doors beyond these shores for me to minister in (Sabah), Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia, India, Australia, United States with visits to Israel, England and Europe.
It was a biblical journey, not unlike the Spirit separating Paul (Saul) out for His ministry
(Acts 13:1-5). I would like to compare my calling and ministry based on what Paul experienced as the basis of a missionary guide to be observed, even for today.
· Paul was active among the prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch. (13:1)
· I was an elder, and serving actively in the assemblies in Penang and elsewhere then.
· As they ministered unto the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said… (13:2a)
· I was meditating on Luke’s gospel for one whole year to hear the Spirit’s call.

· The Spirit said to the leaders at Antioch, Separate unto Me, Barnabas and Saul for the work unto which I called them. (13:2b)
· I wrote to my elders about the Spirit’s call to me. They waited on the Lord and prayed over the matter for another year or so to confirm it.

· The leaders after fasting and praying, laid their hands on them. (13:3a)
· After the elders had confirmed my call, they “laid their hands on me” and commended me with the whole assembly to the Lord in a special service on 16th October, 1996.

· Then they sent them away, i.e. they “released” Saul and Barnabas from their duties and responsibilities in the church to the Holy Spirit to do His work. (13:3b)

· Thus, I was released from my responsibilities in the local church to go out to serve the Lord as called out by Him unto His ministry among His people.

· And they being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, departed… (13:4)

· Thus, I was called out (being separated) by the Spirit, released by my home church to do the work as set out and sent out by Him.
· From that day onwards, I departed and would have to depend on His direction, guidance, and provision in my ministry for Him.
· When Paul and Barnabas were at Salamis, they preached the Word of God in the synagogues…
· Thus, this has been the core of my ministry for the Lord – preaching and teaching the Word of God in the assemblies of His saints for the last twenty-two years or so.

· In the course of his ministry, Paul totally depended on the Spirit to direct him where to go and where not to. (16:6-10)
· And it has been like this all these twenty-two years for the Spirit to open and shut the doors for me to go through or stop me from doing so in the ministry He has planned out for me.
· Finally, I would like to emphasise on the fact that it is the Holy Spirit Who sends. 

· This means I have to wait on Him for my directions where to go and how to serve.

· He is responsible for all my needs. He is faithful and will not fail, and has not failed. 
· For that I will like to mention on this 22nd anniversary His Faithfulness as my Yahweh Jireh in providing faithful prayer-partners for me in the following areas among others, viz.
· For the anonymous brother/sister who consistently gave me a token gift via my assembly every month without fail all these 22 years from the time just before I was commended (as a sign of the Spirit’s confirmation of His call to me) even to this very day. Yet after all these years, the brother/sister managed to conceal his/her anonymity! But I am sure he/she is known to the Lord who will reward the saint for this faithfulness. Thank you.
· I thank the Lord also for an overseas assembly who supports me regularly though I do not minister to the saints there now. This again is the Lord’s provision.

· I would like to thank my assembly too for supporting me in prayer though I am frequently absent from the meetings because of my ministry elsewhere. 
· Thank you too to those assemblies to whom I minister and for their fellowship with me.
· Then, I would also like to thank a couple of saints and another who consistently remember this date yearly on my behalf to encourage me all these years.

· Finally I would like to thank my Lord for giving me a loving, understanding and very helpful wife who has stood and sat by me all these years for me to do what He has called me to do for Him. Thank you, my dearly beloved.
· Much as I would like to say more, suffice for me to say, that the Lord is wonderful and faithful and He will never fail those whom He calls out to minister unto Him and His people. 
EBENEZER…HALLELUJAH…MARANATHA…

Soli Deo gloria…AMEN!
