R714 Rumination for October 14, 2018
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
We Are Well Able
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The Text:  
Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.
Num. 13:30
The Thots: 
Twelve Israeli spies were appointed to spy out the Land of Canaan Promised by God for their Possession.
A. The Report from the Spies on their Return.
1. It was As was Promised: the land was Good.
Num. 14:7

a. The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly Good land.
b. 
We came unto the land… and surely…it floweth with milk and honey.

13:27b

2. They were Awed by the size of the Grapes and the fruits there.
Num. 
…this is the fruit of it…They…cut down…one cluster of Grapes, and they bare it 

13:27c
between two upon a staff;…and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs.

13:23c
3. However, they were Afraid…
a. because they Saw Giants there:
Num. 13:33a

Nevertheless there we saw the Giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants

13:32c

b. And we were in our own Sight as Grasshoppers

13:33b

So were they in the Sight of their enemies:   and so we were in their sight.

13:33c
c. Also there were Great cities there – 

i. The Cities are walled, and very Great:

13:28b

ii. The Citizens (all the people that we saw in it) are men of a Great stature.

13:32b

iii. And the Land Consumes its inhabitants – a land that eateth up its inhabitants,

13:32

B. The Recommendation from the Spies.
1. Ten Spies Concluded they were not able to take the City.

13:31
The men…said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. 

2. But Joshua and Caleb were Confident that they Could and they were able.

13:30
Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; 
for we are well able to overcome it.
C. The Response to the Spies’ Report.
1. The Camp of Israel listened to the Timid Ten!
Num. 14:1-4
And all the Congregation lifted up their voice, and Cried…that night. 

14:1
2. They Complained against the Lord – 

14:2
All the Children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: 


…the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword  

14:3a

a. The Whole Congregation said unto them, 

14:2a
i. Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! ...in this wilderness!

14:2b
ii. Were it not better for us to return into Egypt?

14:3c

b. They Were Concerned for their Wives and Children – 

14:3b
That our wives and our children should be a prey? 
c. They Wanted to Choose a new Captain to lead them back.

14:4
Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.
D. The Repercussion following the People’s Response:

1. Joshua and Caleb Reasoned with the People:
Num. 14:7-10
a. What God had Promised was Real – 

14:7, 8b
The Land…is an exceeding good land… a land which floweth with milk and honey.


b. They were Reckoning without the Lord – the LORD is with us: fear them not

14:9, 8a
If the LORD delight in us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it us
c. With the Lord Rallying for and with them, the enemies would just be “bread”

14:9


Neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: 
their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.
2.  But the people Rebelled – 

14:9, 10
Only rebel not ye against the LORD…but all the congregation bade stone them with stones. 
3. Because of their Rebellion, the Lord punished them:

14:29-33

Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all…from twenty years old and upward…
Doubtless ye shall not come into the land… save Caleb…and Joshua.

14:29-30

And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years.
Note:
[Also see Reflections for the Week #1]
· With the Lord, all enemies will be but “bread for us.”


14:9

· Today as we take the bread, let us remember that the Lord has won the battle with sin for us  
and is with us.  Hence...

We are able to go up and take the country, And possess the land from Jordan to the sea;


And, though giants tall be there our way to hinder, God will surely give the victory.

K L. Suffield
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 714

1. God had promised the children of Israel possession of the Land of Canaan but they must fight to conquer their enemies in order to possess the land. At the same time, 
He promised them His Presence and Power to help them in all their battles but they must look up to Him, obey His commands and trust Him in all that He told them to do.

However, when the twelve spies returned from their reconnaissance of the land, ten of them gave a pessimistic report that they were not able to conquer the land, while Joshua and Caleb were sure that they were well able to and could, with the Lord helping them.
Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.    Num. 13:30
The LORD is with us: fear them not.

     14:9
If the LORD delight in us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it us
     14:8a

But the congregation chose to listen to the ten and made the following complaints:

And let us see how the Lord gave them what they wished!
Num. 14:28
Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the LORD,
 as ye have spoken in Mine ears, so will I do to you: 
Cf. 14:35a
	No. 
	as ye have spoken
	Ref.
	so will I do to you
	Ref.

	a.
	Would God we had died in this wilderness
	14:2b
	But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness.
	14:32

	b.
	Wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword…? 
	14:3
	Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb…and Joshua.
	14:30

	c.
	…that our Wives and our children should be a prey?
	14:3b
	 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years…
	14:32-33

	d.
	that our Wives and our children should be a prey?
	14:3b
	…your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised.
	14:31

	e.
	Were it not better for us to return into Egypt?
	14:3c
	Tomorrow turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea [to the border of Egypt]!
	14:25b


The rebels, among the Children of Israel, rejected the Lord’s Will and Plan for them to conquer and possess the promised land of Canaan because they feared the Giants there. They did not have the Faith to trust in the Lord to Fight the battles for them!

 Instead they opted for and wanted their own ways. And God gave them all that they wanted with a surprise twist to them (see above column on the right)! 
Are you prepared to reject God’s Will and Plan for your life just because you envisage some hardships on the way preferring your Ways that you think are better than His? 

Are you prepared then for Him to give you your ways as He did in giving the Israelites what they wished for?
REFLECT
2. Daniel was sentenced to be put into the lions’ den for praying to God. The king was deceived by Daniel’s enemies to pass this sentence on Daniel which he later regretted 
but could not overturn his own sovereign decree (Dan. 6:11-15). 
Dan. 6:16 
Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, 
He will deliver thee.
The king had the faith in Daniel’s God that He would deliver him from his own decrees and God did! Sometimes unbelievers have more faith in our God than we do.
Do you believe that your God is ABLE to deliver you in whatever situation you are as He has promised: No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 

 (I Cor. 10:13)
 REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: Sometimes you need to be disabled by God to know that He is able!

