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The Theme: 
Where is thy God?
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The Text:  
Mine enemies reproach me; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God?
Psa. 42:10
The Thots: 

A. Introduction:
Psa. 
42

1. The Condition of the Psalmist. He was yearning for God.

42:2


My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?
2. The Comparison made by the Psalmist:

42:1 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. 
3. The Complaint of the Psalmist.

42:3b, 10
My tears have been my meat day and night, 
while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?

As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; 

while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God?
This too may be the Criticism we receive weekly as we Come to Remember our Lord – 

Where is thy Lord?
But our Response can be the Replies below:
B. My God/Lord is…
1. Before me.
Exo. 13:21

And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; 
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night:
For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD will go before you. Isa. 52:12a

2. Behind me.
Isa. 52:12b, NKJV 
And the God of Israel will be your Rear guard. 
3. Around me.
Psa. 34:7

The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.
4. Over and Above me.
Eze. 11:22

The cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; 
and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 

5. Underneath me are His everlasting arms.
Deut. 33:27

The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: 
and He shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them.
6. With me.
Isa. 41:10

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness. 
And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
Matt. 28:20
7. In me.
I Cor. 3:16

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

8. For us.
Rom. 8:31
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

C. Conclusion:  He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 


How shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Rom. 8:32


God gave us His Son to be all things unto us – 


not even sparing Him, but giving Him for us.


This day
Let us not spare ourselves;



Let us come unto Him and 



Let us bring forth our Sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to Him




And Let us Remember Him and Revere Him.


Where is Thy God? He is IN us and With us this day:
Matt. 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.
If God be for us, if God be for us, If God be for us, who can be against us,



Who, who, who, Who can be against us, against us?
James McGranahan
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1. In today’s modern world where technology and science is its own god, many in this group question the existence of God – “Where is thy God? Where did He come from?” While science boasts of a reason and explanation for the existence of many things, there are still many things for which they have not come across an answer. The emotions of love and the extent to which love is prepared to go in its sacrifice for one loved is difficult to explain at times. It goes beyond human reasoning and it passes human comprehension.  Such was the case when God spared not His Son but delivered (sacrificed) Him up for us all that He might be our Substitute to bear the penalty and punishment of our sins so that we can justifiably go free. 
Apostles Paul and John were faced with this challenge to explain the incomprehensible love of God for us all in not punishing us, but instead bequeathing us with the exceeding riches of His grace. to make us (His former enemies) children of God. 
Ephesians 3:14-20 (NKJV) – Paul states: “…I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ… that He would grant you (to)…be able to comprehend…what is the width and length and depth and height …the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to Him Who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us…to Him be glory forever and ever. Amen.
Apostle John himself exclaimed:  1 John 3:1-2 (NKJV) 

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 

Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.
Do you know this God Who has done these wondrous things for you?

REFLECT.

Those disturbed by the question: “Where did God come from?” are recommended to visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyKrFmrEHvk
2. “Where is thy God?” is not a common question used only by sceptics and directed at those who believe in the existence of God to challenge them to prove that indeed He exists! 
This is also commonly used by Christians themselves as they ask themselves, “O God, where art Thou?” when they face challenges in life contrary to what they expect of a blessed and joyful life as promised to those who believe in Him.

Christians under persecution, faced with imprisonment for years or even to the extent of losing their lives just for confessing Jesus as their Saviour, Master and Lord or those being separated from their loved ones for years that they cannot imagine will end, have been tempted to ask, “Where art Thou God?” 
Others faced with life-threatening diseases with no prospect other than a life-time of suffering in pain and under medication that they can hardly afford and wonder when the next resource for help will come, may also ask, “God, where are You?” 

And there are many more instances of hardships, mental and physical (not excluding spiritual) perplexity and dilemma when it is seemingly beyond what a believer can bear in spite of the promise in I Cor. 13:10, NRSV – No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it – when the suffering believer in desperation is tempted to ask, “Where are You, God?” expecting God to step in to relieve him/her of such unbearable hardships in life. 
Have you (or know of others who have) been in the above circumstances and crying out, “Where are You, God?”Did not our Lord Himself cry out on the Cross: 
Matt.  27:46 – 

…about the ninth hour… saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, 
My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? 
REFLECT

John Piper’s article on the same dilemma question may be of help in: https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-the-bible-answers-the-question-where-is-your-god
Points To Ponder: When God does not Answer and seems to be Afar 

   Is He not Answering in His own Sovereign Way, and in His Own Sovereign Time?
