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The Theme: 
The Word of God
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The Text:  
Therefore shall ye lay up these My words…
Deut. 11:18a
The Thots: 


A. The Word of God – Four things Israel had to do with the Word of God.
Deut. 11:18-20

[To ensure that they did not Fall Prey to the worship of the Pagan gods of Fertility around them. 11:13-17]
1. Therefore shall ye lay up these My words in your heart and in your soul.

11:18a
a. The Self-Preparation to teach God’s Word - lay up these My words in your heart
Note: Lay-up is from a root word = “Heap Up”, thus Heap up God’s Word in the Heart. 


i. Imbed God’s Word in the Heart.
Cf. Deut. 6:6
These words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart.
· Contrast the People’s Contempt of Isaiah in treating them like Children when Presenting God’s Word:

But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; 
Isa. 28:13 cf. 10
· The People’s Covenant with the Pagan gods could only bring Punishment:
To whom He said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; 
and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

Isa. 28:12
…ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; Isa.  28:15

· The Condemnation by the Word of God 

Isa. 28:13 

But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.
ii. Implant God’s Word in the Soul…
See #b below.

b. The Soul Preparation to teach God’s Word - lay up these My words… in your soul.
Deut. 11:18a
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Heb. 4:12
i. With the Soul, Love God.
Mt. 22:37

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
ii. With the Spirit, Worship God.
Jn. 4:24

God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.

iii. With the Sacrifice of the Body, Present it to God.
Rom. 12:1, NASB 

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 

iv. Thus, Serve God with His Word abiding in you Wholly.
Col. 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

2. and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. 
11:18b, 20
And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates

In the absence of modern Printing and Publication, God’s Word to be Publicised as Permanent reminders 
a. By binding it for a Sign upon your hand
b. As Symbols on your forehead -  as frontlets between your eyes
Continue in #4 below.
3. And ye shall teach them your children, 
Deut. 6:19 cf. 6:7
a. Speaking of them when thou Sittest in thine house, 
b. When thou Walkest by the Way, 
c. When thou liest down, and When thou risest up. 

Cf. Train up a child in the way he should go: and When he is old, he Will not depart from it. Pro. 22:6
4. And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates: 

11:20
c. [From #2b above] And Scribing them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates:
· The above are the Parents’ responsibilities in teaching God’s Precepts to their Children.
B. The Word of the Lord – Two things the Church of Christ must do with the Word of the Lord:


1. Teach the Disciples to Obey the Word of the Lord in Baptism.
Matt. 28:19-20
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you… Thus:
2. Teach the Disciples to Observe the Breaking of Bread at the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:23-26
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you…
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

By Thy dear Word, uphold me, Lord, And let me keep it purely,



Against the devil’s wrath and sword And wiles, preserved securely.
Johann Walther
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 710

1. Working parents today face very challenging problems in teaching their children the Word of God and bringing them up in its environment as instructed of God to all Israelite parents as follows: Deuteronomy 11:18-21 (NKJV) 

a. Obey the Word of the Lord to Teach it:

Therefore you shall lay up these words of Mine in your heart and in your soul… 
You shall teach them to your children…

b. Observe the Word of the Lord at all times and in all places:

and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 

speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, 
when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 

c. The Objective in doing it: 

that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, like the days of the heavens above the earth.

Generally, as working parents seek to earn sufficient income to sustain themselves and their children, many may have to leave the upbringing of their children to any of the three below:

a) The School where their children spend most of their time learning and participating in extracurricular activities. 
Can they trust the school system to teach their children about God?
Generally, schools do not allow religion (for that matter Christianity) to be taught in their institutions. If the school is state-run it may even impose compulsory religious education pertaining to the state religion which may be completely opposed to Biblical Christianity. 

In secular schools, the theory of evolution may evolve into something “factual” without facts and taught as “gospel” truth without the gospel. God and creation, in turn, are turned into something fictitious and thrust into the innocent faculties of the children. 

Can Christian parents therefore trust the school system to imbibe their children with Christian fundamentals when they have no foundation to test such teaching?

b) The Church where parents hope can replace their responsibilities to teach their children the Word of God. Today, parents will choose churches which have children’s programmes where they can place their children in, while they attend the main church meetings. This will free them from “disciplining” their children in worshipping God as a family in a “worship” environment. So while the children “play” in a so-called Christian programme for children the parents leave their role as teachers and trainers of their children to others, even though, they may be from the “church” so-called. Is this what is intended of parents? Can parents wash their hands of their responsibility to teach their children the word of God to Sunday School teachers? Is not such training of children also to be reflected in their own personal lives before and in relation to their own children to be held up as role models of what they teach to their children? 
c) The Maids to teach their children. In circumstances, where both parents have to work, they employ a stay-in or temporary maid to care for their children. This situation is exacerbated when the maid speaks a foreign language and therefore the care of the children is limited just to their upbringing at best, and to a complete ignorance of God and His Word at worst. Parents often return from work very exhausted and find themselves in no position to spend time with their children, or in a worse scenario, their return from work is so late that their children are already in bed.
In the light of the above conditions, can parents leave it to the School, the Church or even the Maid to train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it (Pro. 22:6)?  What would you do in such circumstances?
REFLECT.
2. Pro. 22:6 states - Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. The “training” would include disciplining too. While it is true that parents should discipline their children to attend the assembling of God’s people together with them (Heb. 10:24, 25 – And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching), is it not true that in many cases children “discipline” their parents not to, by their waking up late or refusing to attend the church services? Then the parents for the sake of their children’s whims “forsake” the meetings.
REFLECT
3. Points To Ponder:  These days do parents train their children well not to forsake the assembling of God’s people or the children have disciplined their parents well that for their sake they forsake such gatherings?
