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The Theme: 
Worship in Spirit and in Truth.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  
They that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Jn. 4:24
The Thots: 


Intro: The Statutes for Israel Regarding Worship when in the Land:
Deut. 12:1-3

These are the statutes and judgments, which ye shall observe to do in the land, 


which the LORD God of thy fathers giveth thee to possess it, all the days that ye live upon the earth.
· Contrast the Spiritual Worship for the Church:
Jn. 4:23-24
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is a Spirit: 

and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
A. The Single Sanctuary for the Worship of God for Israel.
Deut. 12:2, 3
1.  The Destruction of all other Places of Worship.
Ye shall utterly Destroy all the places, wherein the nations which ye shall possess served their gods.

2. But they were to Do Differently Pertaining to the worship of God, as follows:
See #B.
Ye shall not Do so unto the LORD your God. 
· In Contrast: for the Church… The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.
Jn. 4:23
B. The Singular Sanctions regarding the Worship of God for Israel.
Deut. 12:5
1. Concerning the Place of Worship to be appointed by God.
Deut. 12:5a 
Unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put His name there.
·  In Contrast, the Church shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Jn. 4:21 
2. Concerning the Purpose: seek for it and go there.
Deut. 12:5b
Unto His habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come
· …now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.
Jn. 4:23

3. Concerning the Presents to bring for the Worship:
Deut. 12:6
And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks: 

· Ct. for the Church: By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.
Heb. 13:15
4. Concerning the Participation in the Worship:
Deut. 12:7a
And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God
·  Ct. for the Church: The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? 
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?
I Cor. 10:16, ESV
5. Concerning the People who would Worship:
Deut. 12:7c
Ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee.

· Ct. for the Church: Then they that gladly received His word were baptized…
and they continued stedfastly…in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
Acts 2:41, 42
6. Concerning the Pleasure of Worship:
Deut. 12:7b
And ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto.
· Ct. for the Church: they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
Lk. 24:52
C. The Sacred Remembrance of the Lord’s Redemption in the Passover for Israel. Exo. 12:26-27 

1. The Service that Reminded Israel of the Lord’s Passover.
And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service? 
That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S Passover…when He smote the Egyptians, 
and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped.
2. Ct. The Spiritual Remembrance of the Lord’s Redemption at the Lord’s Supper for the Church:
· When ye come together therefore into one place…to eat the Lord's Supper. 
I Cor. 11:20, 23-26
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus 
the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when He had given thanks, He brake it, 
and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

On Passover our Lord preparèd to, With His belovèd twelve, His last supper share.

To comfort, and to heal them by His love, He gave His Body and He gave His Blood.


He gave them freedom and He gave them life. This by His Love!    
Carl E. Yenetchi
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. In the Old Covenant with Israel, God designated a place of His choice for His people to worship.  Wherever they were, the males of Israel had to travel the distance to a permanent place of God’s choice to bring their offerings to God to worship Him. 
They were only to do this after they had been redeemed from their bondage to slavery in Egypt (and after their punishment to wander in the wilderness for forty years because of their unbelief) when they gained conquest of the land promised to them by God. 

Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which He shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty: 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee.
Deuteronomy 16:16-17
In the wilderness it was only a temporary place of worship, i.e. the tabernacle. The first permanent building set up and patterned after the Tabernacle was the Temple Solomon built in Jerusalem in the 10th Century B.C. There they would gather to worship God according to when and how God commanded them to. 

However, Solomon’s Temple was razed to the ground by King Nebuchadnezzar in about 586B.C. And Israel was taken captive into Babylon for 70 years. 

It was later rebuilt when King Cyrus of Persia decreed Zerubbabel with his company to Jerusalem to rebuild it, and worship in the temple resumed in 515B.C. 

Thus, the worship of God then was focused in the services in a permanent building. 

The Samaritan woman misunderstood Jesus and claimed that the Jews could only worship in Jerusalem where the temple renovated by King Herod was – 
Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. (Jn. 4:20) 

While that might be true then, Jesus was bringing about a change, and He said:

“Believe Me, woman, an hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know. 
We worship what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews. 
But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth. Yes, the Father wants such people to worship Him. 
God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

John 4:21-24 (HCSB) 
Today, in the light of what Jesus said above, do we still need massive, majestic and magnificent buildings to go to worship God?  Why were they built in the first place?
REFLECT
2. When Paul was in Athens, he addressed the Athenians thus:
Acts 17:23-25 (HCSB) 
For as I was passing through and observing the objects of your worship, I even found an altar on which was inscribed: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.  The God who made the world and everything in it—He is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in shrines made by hands.  Neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives everyone life and breath and all things. 
The Athenians needed material representations of a god or gods that they worshipped. They even put them on altars and in shrines for them to worship. Paul was concerned and Paul introduced to them the true God who is not confined to such physical buildings or need hands to offer sacrifices in order to worship Him.  Do we still see this situation enacted today?  How do you react to such worship and what would you do?

REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: God does not need Hands to Worship and Receive Him; 

 He needs Holy Hearts to Revere Him.
