R705 Rumination for August 12, 2018
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Strangers and Pilgrims
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  These all…confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
Heb. 11:13
The Thots: 

Intro.: Today a pilgrimage is Regarded as a Religious trek to a sacred place as is Defined in the Dictionary.


However, in the Bible it has a different connotation:

A. The Connotation and Concept of “Pilgrimage”.
1. Literally, for Israel it was a Long journey to the Promised Land – 

a. Israel’s Pilgrimage to Canaan in God’s Promised Covenant. Consider the three “I have’s” Exo. 6:4, 5
I have also established My Covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan,


the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers.
b. God was Compassionate and Pitied them in their Captivity – 
I have also heard the groaning of the Children of Israel
c. God Committed Himself to His Covenant – I have remembered My covenant
2. Religiously, for Israel it was a Legislated journey to worship God in the Place of His choice –   

Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD. 
 Exo. 23:14-17; 34:23; 

a. The Periods: Three times in a year
Deut. 16:16
, 17
b. The People:   All thy males



c. The Place: In the place which He shall choose



d. The Prescribed Feasts: The feast of unleavened bread... feast of weeks... feast of tabernacles 

e. Their Presence and Presents: They shall not appear before the Lord empty. 



Every man shall give as he is able.

3. Figuratively, for us all it is the Life’s journey of a Person – 
Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: 
few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years 
of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 

Gen. 47:9
Ct. The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

Psa. 90:10

4. Ecclesiastically for the Christian it is a Life of Faith Looking Forward to the Promises ahead. II Tim. 4:7
a. I have Fought a good Fight, I have Fnished my course, I have kept the Faith:
b. These all died in Faith, not having received the Promises, but having seen them afar off,
 and were Persuaded of them…confessed that they were strangers and Pilgrims on the earth. Heb. 11:13
c. …we should Live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.


Tit. 2:11-13
d. Our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ




Phil. 3:20, NKJV
B. The Challenge of  our “Pilgrimage”:

1. Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims…

I Pet. 2:11-17

a. Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

2:11

b. Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God…
2:12
c. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 

Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by Him for the punishment of evildoers,
 and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: 


2:13-15
d. As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
2:16
e. Honour all men. 


2:17a
f. Love the brotherhood. 



2:17b
g. Fear God. 


2:17c
h. Honour the king.


2:17d
2. For our Conversation [Citizenship] is in heaven; 
from whence also we Look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Phil. 3:20
3. …let us Run with patience the Race that is set before us, 
Looking unto Jesus the author and Finisher of our Faith; 


Heb. 12:1, 2
Christians today need no more make Physical Pilgrimages but to…
· Complete and Run the Race set before them Finishing the Course, and

 
Heb. 12:1, 2
· Commemorate and Remember the Lord at the Lord’s Supper on our “pilgrimage” journey. 
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
Come, we that love the Lord, And let our joys be known;

Join in a song with sweet accord, Join in a song with sweet accord

And thus surround the throne, And thus surround the throne.

We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, beautiful Zion;





We’re marching upward to Zion, The beautiful city of God.
Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 705
1.  “The Pilgrim's Progress from This World to That Which Is to Come” is a 1678 Christian allegory written by John Bunyan. It is regarded as one of the most significant works of religious English literature, has been translated into more than 200 languages, and has never been out of print. It has also been cited as the first novel written in English.
The English text comprises 108,260 words and is divided into two parts, each reading as a continuous narrative with no chapter divisions…
Bunyan's allegory stands out above his predecessors because of his simple and effective prose style, steeped in Biblical texts and cadences. He confesses his own naïveté in the verse prologue to the book:

"I did not think/To shew to all the World my Pen and Ink/In such a mode;
I only thought to make/I knew not what: nor did I undertake
Thereby to please my Neighbour; no not I;/I did it mine own self to gratifie."

The Plot of Pilgrim’s Progress:

Convinced that the city is about to be blasted by the wrath of God, Christian flees and sets out alone on a pilgrimage which he hopes will lead him to Mount Zion, to the Celestial City, where he can enjoy eternal life in the happy company of God and the Heavenly Host.
Bunyan began his work while in the Bedfordshire county prison for violations of the Conventicle Act of 1664, which prohibited the holding of religious services outside the auspices of the established Church of England…

The above extracts are gleaned from Wikipedia – https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Pilgrim%27s_Progress
If you have not read the book Pilgrim’s Progress, perhaps it time that you do so.  
You may be able to identify yourself with the many experiences Christian (the main character in the book) faces in his pilgrimage to the heavenly city. 

To know that this classic was written by John Bunyan, a tinker by profession and a preacher by confession, wrote the book when he was in prison is indeed a marvel of God’s Grace. How God could use a simple person like John Bunyan, a Puritan preacher persecuted and put in prison, to come up with such an inspired work which still remains a classic of English literature till this very day is indeed a wonder of His Grace, not unlike what He did for John Newton who composed the classic hymn, Amazing Grace.  
Whatever the condition or situation the Lord may place the person in, when completely surrendered and submissive to God’s will, he will turn out to be the Gem of God’s Grace beyond what the person may ever think of or imagine. Do you believe this?  REFLECT.

2. John Newton (1725–1807) was an English Anglican clergyman who served as a sailor in the Royal Navy for a period, and later as the captain of slave ships. By God’s wonderful grace, he was converted from s sinning slave-trader to a saintly song-composer who testified to God’s Amazing Grace that changed his whole life. 

You can read about him in: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Newton
John Bunyan and John Newton were testimonies to God’s Amazing Grace of what He could do when lives were surrendered to Him. Are you ready to be what God wants you to be? It all begins with…
“Just as I am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee O Lamb of God, I come! I come” 

· Mahalia Jackson

Points To Ponder: 


John Newton and John Bunyan were Golden Gems of God’s Amazing Grace. 

