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The Theme: 
the LORD is a strong tower
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  
The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe. Pro. 18:10 
The Thots: 
A. The Concept of “the Lord’s My Tower.”


1. The Lord is My Tower.

a. Heb. Migdāl, a “tower, And he Fenced it, and… planted it with the choicest vine, 

and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein…
Isa. 5:2

b. Gk. Purgos, a Military “tower,” a Fortified Structure rising to a considerable height 

to repel a hostile attack or to enable a watchman to see in every direction.  New Unger's Bible Dictionary
i. Salvation is Figuratively pictured here – He is the tower of salvation for his king. 
II Sam. 22:51

ii. Shelter, Safety and Security are Found in the Lord.

See #3
2. The LORD is…my High Tower.
II Sam. 22:2, 3; Psa. 18:2; 144:2

a. Who He is - The LORD is my Rock, and my Fortress, and my Deliverer; My Strength and my Refuge,

my Saviour … My Buckler, and the horn of my Salvation; My God… my Goodness, my Shield
b. What He does: Thou Savest me from violence; … Subdueth my people under me.
c. What I do: in Him will I trust…I will call upon the LORD, Who is worthy to be praised.
3. The name of the LORD is a Strong Tower:
Pro. 18:10a; Psa. 61:3
a. In Him is Safety: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.
Pro. 18:10b
b. In Him is Shelter and Security – in Him is my Strength.
Psa.  61:3

For Thou hast been a Shelter for me, and a Strong tower from the enemy. 

B. The Contrast in Man’s Towers.
In History, Man attempted to build their own Towers to Memorialise their Efforts and Experiences.
1. The Tower of Babel.

a. The proud Mind that Made the Men build the Migdāl.
Gen. 11:4

i. They said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower [migdāl] whose top may reach unto heaven;
ii. 
  and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.


b. It was a Monument of Man’s disobedience to God’s command to 
…be ye fruitful, and Multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and Multiply therein. Gen. 9:7
c. The Lord’s Momentous “Curse” to Confound their language and brought Confusion among them. 11:7-8 

Go to, let Us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: 
and they left off to build the city.
d. Thus, the Meaning of Babel, a Hebrew word = “confusion,” derived from a root = “to Mix.” Gen. 11:9 

Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.
2. The Tower of Penuel/Peniel.
a. The Definition of Penuel/Peniel = “Face of God”
Gen.32:30 

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.

b. The Place where Jacob had an Extraordinary Experience with the Lord –
Gen. 32:24-30 
He wrestled with an Angel of the Lord and Prevailed. His name was changed to Israel,
32:28
And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: 
for as a Prince hast thou Power with God and with men, and hast Prevailed
Jacob called…the Place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is Preserved.
32:30
c. The Town and Tower of Peniel:
i. Later, a Town grew up in Peniel. 
Jud. 8:8, 5
ii. Gideon asked the People there to Provide him and his men with food as they Pursued the Midianites. …Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that follow me; for they be faint, 
and I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian…

iii. The People of Penuel Refused. 

iv. On his Return trip, Gideon Punished them by destroying their Tower of Penuel.
Jud. 8:17
And he beat down the tower of Penuel, and slew the men of the city.
C. The Christian’s “Twin Towers”:
There are Two Twin Truths (“Towers”?) Commissioned to the Church to Practise. They are…

1. Baptism.
Matt. 28:19-20
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.
2. The Lord’s Supper. And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said…
I Cor. 11:24-25 24  
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
God is a stronghold and a tower, A help that never faileth,


A covering shield, a sword of power, When Satan’s host assaileth.
Martin Luther
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. After the Flood, Noah and his family came out of the Ark:

Gen. 9:1 – 
And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, 



Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

Gen. 9:7 – 

And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; 



Bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 


Gen. 10:1 – 
But “the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: 



And…(their) sons born after the flood…

Gen. 11:1-4 – And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

  

And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in  land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, 





Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly…And they said, 





Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven;   



   and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the


  
   whole earth.

Gen. 11:6-9 – 
 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; 


  and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, 


  which   they have imagined to do. 




 Go to, let Us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. 




Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

Today, the inhabited earth is more than populated. It is estimated that “the current world population is 7.6 billion as of July 2018 according to the most recent United Nations estimates elaborated by Worldometers.

There are roughly 6,500 spoken languages (with 7,106 living languages) in the world today. However, about 2,000 of those languages have fewer than 1,000 speakers. 

The most popular language in the world is Mandarin Chinese. 

There are 1,213,000,000 people in the world that speak that language.
Since the time Man attempted to build the tower at Babel to reach to the heavens, 

today multitudes of skyscrapers exist all over the world with five of the highest 

completed or to be completed in 2018 as:-
1. Jeddah Tower (1000m) – Jeddah, Saudia Arabia
2. Wuhan Greenland Center (636m) – Wuhan, China
3. Merdeka PNB118 (630m) – Kula Lumpur, Malaysia
4. Ping An Finance Center (599m) – Shenzhen, China
5. Goldin Finance 117 (596.5m) – Tianjin, China
https://www.arch2o.com/10-tallest-buildings-in-the-world-completing-in-2018/
Also the population of Man has more than multiplied and over-populated the earth and they have built towers which are so many times higher than the one built at Babel. The ordinary man (and animals too) settling down on the earth are encountering countless problems relating to living, housing, food, space for relaxation and recreation, the environment, etc. 
Do you not think that it is time God should act to save mankind from himself as He did at the time of Babel? The whole creation is now groaning under this pressure. [For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now, Rom. 8:22]. Only with Christ coming soon and a new heaven and a new earth in place will Paradise be restored.  Do not you think this time is imminent? Why?
REFLECT.

2. At Babel, Man was united with one language and one ambition but God dispersed them far and wide. Today God is sending His servants into the four corners of the world to bring them back to Him to be one in Christ Jesus with a difference! What is that difference?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Today Man is trying to reach up to God above when God has already reached down to him in His Son, Jesus. God has come down to bring Man up!
