R703 Rumination for July 29, 2018
By K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Thy Will be done.
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The Text:  
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Matt. 6:10 
The Thots: 


A. His Servants in Heaven and on Earth do God's Will. 
Psa. 103:20, 21
1. The Inhabitants of the Celestial do His Will.

a. His Holy Angels obey His Word.
Psa. 103:20
Bless the LORD, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments, 

hearkening unto the voice of His word.
b. His Hosts Attend to His Ways.
Psa. 103:21
Bless ye the LORD, all ye His hosts; ye ministers of His, that do His pleasure.
c. His Heavenly Armies do His Will. 
Dan. 4:35b
He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven…
2. The Inhabitants of the Terrestrial also have to do His Will.
Dan. 4:35c

Among the inhabitants of the earth,
And none can stay His hand or say unto Him, What doest Thou?
3. Together in a Universal effort and as Individuals let us all seek to do His Will. Thus, 
Psa. 103:22
Bless the LORD, all His works in all places of His dominion: 
Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

B. His Son in Heaven did His Father's Will on Earth.
1. God Sent His Son to earth to Do His Will. 
Jn.  6:38

For I came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me.
2. His Son Himself Delightfully came Down to earth to do His Father's Will.  
Psa.  40:8
I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart.
Jesus saith…“My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.”
Jn. 4:34
3. He Surrendered Himself and Submitted to His Father's Will, and not to do His own will. Mt. 26:42
He…prayed, saying, O My Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, 
Thy will be done.
Cf. “… I seek not Mine own will, but the will of the Father Who hath sent Me” 
Jn. 5:30b
C. Sinners on earth cannot do the Father's Will. 
1. Those who just profess to do His Works, but not do the Father’s Will.  
Mt.  7:22, 23

Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name? 


and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works? 

 
 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.



Cf. Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 

but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven. 
Mt. 7:21b
2. Those not born of the Will of God, i.e. those who do not receive and believe in Jesus.
Jn. 1:12, 13 

As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His Name; Who were born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.
D. His Saints on earth are to do the Father’s Will. 

1. They are not to Conform to the World but to be Transformed to do His Will.
Rom. 12:1, 2
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
2. They are Committed to obey His Word.  
Rom.  2:13b
For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.
Cf. Be ye doers of the Word not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
Jas. 1:22
Con. 

1. Blessing on those who do the Father's Will.  
Jn. 13:17, HCSB 


If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
· Remember therefore to observe the Lord’s Supper regularly until He comes:
I Cor. 10:16; 11:26
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
2. The Blight on those who ignore the Father’s Will - they sin!  
Jas. 4:15-17, HCSB

Instead, you should say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 
But as it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
So it is a sin for the person who knows to do what is good and doesn’t do it.
Lord, clasp my faltering hand in Thine; Too weak I am to walk alone;


                       My path, dear Lord, I would not choose, But ever say, Thy will be done.
    Fred. A. Graves
Reflections for the week. 
R. 703
1. Is Fate the same as God’s Will?

Definitions of Fate:
· The Cambridge Dictionary defines Fate as:

· What happens to a particular person or thing, especially something final or negative, such as death or defeat:

· a power that some people believe causes and controls all events, so that you cannot change or control the way things will happen:
· The Oxford Dictionary best summaries what Fate is as follows: 

· The development of events outside a person's control, regarded as predetermined by a supernatural power.
Taken in a so-called Christian context if the supernatural power refers to God and the development of events…to a particular person or thing (outside a person's control), especially something final or negative, such as death or defeat as God’s will of what He determines to happen to a person, is Fate therefore the same as God’s Will?
We often hear, when something untoward happens to a person, it is fated, and some even add, “it is fated by God”. It was Doris Day who made famous her song:

Que será, sera Whatever will be, will be

The future's not ours to see Que será, será

What will be, will be

Can a Christian say what happens to him or her as “fated by God” and nothing can change the outcome? Was it the Will of God or was it Fate that so many Christians were martyred by the Roman Emperors in the Coliseum in Rome in the historic past and even today in the current present? Could not God answer their prayers and save them? Why?
REFLECT
2. Is Fate the same as God’s Will?
Compare and contrast the definitions of Fate above with what God’s Will is as referred to in the Bible in the following instances:

· The Lord Jesus came to do the Father’s Will, but He could decide not to, if He so willed:

And He…prayed, saying, O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O My Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, 
Thy will be done. (Mt. 26:39-42) But the Lord willingly chose to do His Father’s Will.
· God sovereignly chose Israel to be His special people to obey Him because He chose to love them – The LORD did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deut. 7:7, 8)

At the same time He also gave Israel a choice to obey or disobey Him as: 
Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day: And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not known.  (Deut. 11:26-28) 
But Israel chose to disobey God – Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against Thee, and cast thy law behind their backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against them to turn them to thee, and they wrought great provocations. (Neh. 9:26)
Does a Christian believe in Fate which leaves him no choice but to accept what is determined for him/her? Or does a Christian have the choice to obey the Father’s Will and be blessed

or to disobey Him and be “cursed”?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: it is so easy for a Christian to say it is God's Will when things are Well; but when things are not, they are not prepared to accept them, though it is God's Will. Why?
