R696 Rumination for June 10, 2018
By K. C. Ung
The Theme: Five Mounts in Scripture
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Our fathers worshipped in this mountain…Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.
Jn. 4:20, 21
The Thots: 
A. Mt. Sinai – Where God Set His Standards of Holiness.

Exo. 20:1-3
1. The People Prohibited from going near.

Exo. 19:12 
And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: 
2. The Pronouncement of God’s Precepts:

God spake all these words… I am the LORD thy God… Thou shalt have no other gods before Me…etc.
3. The People’s Promise to obey God’s Commandments Perpetuated and signed in blood.
Exo. 24:7-8

And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.

4. The People’s Provocation with the Golden Calf and their Corruption vis-à-vis the Law – 
Exo. 32:7

The LORD said unto Moses…thy people, which thou broughtest out of…Egypt have corrupted themselves. Moses’ four reactions:   
Exo. 32:19, 20, 21, 27-28

a. Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands and brake them beneath the mount 

– Symbolising the People’s breaking of the Covenant.
b. And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it
– Signifying the Powerlessness of the Golden Calf and the Sinfulness of the People in their Participation.
c. Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? – Moses Singled out Aaron for leading the People to Sin against God in breaking His Law.
d. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side…and slay every man…
and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. 

– Sin brought about Punishment and about three thousand were Slain that day.
· Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.   I Jn. 3:4
· Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.

  Rom. 4:15
· On Mt Sinai, Man broke his Covenant to keep God’s Commandments and was Condemned.

B. Mt. Moriah – Where God Found a Solution to Save man from Sin.

Gen. 22:1-14 (1, 2)
He said, Take now thy son…into…Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains

Abraham’s Act was to Picture what God would do in the future.

1. Abraham was to Sacrifice His beloved Son.

Gen. 22:1, 2 God…said unto him, Abraham…Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, 
and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the Mountains.
2. In obedience to God, Abraham Prepared to Slay his Son.

Gen. 22:10 

And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
3. But Isaac was Spared when God Provided a Substitute ram to take the Place of his Son. Gen. 22:12, 13

He [the angel of the Lord] said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: 
for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me. 
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
· This was a Picture of what God would to do to His own Son to save Sinners – His Son was not Spared!


He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all…

Rom. 8:32
· On Mt. Calvary, God Provided His Son as our Substitute to Save us from our Sins.
I Pet. 2:24

C. Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Ebal – from where God’s Blessings and Curses were Pronounced. Deut. 11:29 
And it shall come to pass, when the LORD thy God hath brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal. 

1. From Mt. Gerizim, Six tribes would Say Amen to the Statements of Blessings for Obedience. 
27:12

The six tribes on Mount Gerizim descended from Jacob's wives, Rachel and Leah –


Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin:
2. From Mt. Ebal, Six tribes Stood to Say Amen to the Curses that would Befall the people for Disobedience – 

Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.
  
27:13
· They were the sons of bondwomen (concubines of Jacob) except for Reuben, the oldest son of Leah, who lost his birthright through immoral practices, and Zebulun her youngest son. 

· Thus, those under Curse were Children of the Bondwomen and those enjoying the Blessings were children of the free.
cf. Gal. 4:22-24

D. Mt. Sion – Jerusalem, the City of David, the City of God and the Heavenly Jerusalem. 
Cf. Heb. 12:22

Much has been written about Mt. Zion in previous Ruminations.
         #63, 510, 561, 630, 649 
Suffice just to quote it as our destination for the future – We are marching to Zion.
Heb. 12:22
· God’s People asked God to Remember…this mount Zion, wherein Thou has dwelt.
Psa. 74:2
· Today, let us not forget to Remember our Lord as He asked us to.

I Cor. 11:26

Come, we that love the Lord, And let our joys be known;

Join in a song with sweet accord (x2) And thus surround the throne (2),


We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, beautiful Zion…
Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 696
1. Mountains played a very important part in the life and ministry of our Master 

 
when He was on earth. 

a) For instance, He would go up the mountain to pray.
Lk. 6:12

And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, 
and continued all night in prayer to God.


b) It was on a mountain that He was tempted of the Devil.
Lk. 4:5 
And the devil, taking Him up into an high mountain, shewed unto Him 
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.
c) He would even go up to a mountain for His Public ministry when needed.
Lk. 8:32

There was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: 
…they besought Him that He would suffer them to enter into them. And He suffered them.
d) It was on a mountain top that He displayed His glory to His three disciples. 
Lk. 9:28, 29

And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray, and as He prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and His raiment was white and glistering.
e) Before His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, He went up a mountain to prepare Himself:

Lk. 19:29, 30, 37
And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples, saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in the which at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and bring him hither.
f) After His ministry, He would often go up a mountain to rest and prepare for the next day.



Lk. 21:37  

And in the day time He was teaching in the temple; and at night He went out, and abode in the mount that is called the mount of Olives…and He came out, and went, as He was wont, to the mount of Olives; and His disciples also followed him. 
Lk. 22:39
We often would take our family up a mountain to rest and refresh ourselves, and enjoy the beauty of the scenery above and below. But for our Lord, the mountain was a regular resort that He would go to for rest, “recharge”, refuge, revelation, etc. in preparation for the next day’s ministry. Do you have such a place that you go to regularly or now and again to rest and “recharge” yourself before you launch out for another day of ministry for the Lord?




REFLECT.

2. For an effective ministry down in the valley, we need to regularly resort to the mountain to rest, “recharge”, refresh, seek further revelation from the Lord. If the Lord Himself, had to do this, isn’t it more needful than ever for His servants and ministers to do so?

Practically we need not have to climb up a mountain to have such an experience, but we need to have a specific private place of our own where we can spend time with the Lord perhaps having our own “closet” (cf. Mt. 6:6) to which we can resort to rest, recharge and refresh ourselves to prepare ourselves to face the challenges of a new day. 

Consider the sentiments of those below:

Psalm 63:1 – O God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee: my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is. 

Proverbs 8:17 – I love them that love Me; and those that seek Me early shall find Me. 

Isaiah 26:9 – With my soul have I desired Thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek Thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 

REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 

A Mountain-top Experience will prepare us for an Effective Ministry on Earth.

