R694 Rumination for May 27, 2018

The Theme: Serving God in the Kingdom
The Text: Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, 

let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.  Heb. 12:28 (NKJV)
The Thots: 

A. Our Reception of the Kingdom – we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken
Heb. 12:28a
1. The Reference to the Kingdom – it is Mount Sion.
Cf. Heb. 12:22-24
a. David’s City i.e. Jerusalem, the City that David Conquered and made the Capital of the united kingdom of Israel – David took the castle of Zion, which is the city of David.
I Chr. 11:5; Psa. 2:3

b. The Millennial City i.e. Jerusalem, the future Capital City of the nation Israel in the Kingdom age. 
Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts…
 Zech. 8:3-8; 1:16. 17
c. The Heavenly City, i.e. the New Jerusalem, the eternal City of which the Church will be a part. 
But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the City of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable Company of angels, To the general assembly and Church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new Covenant…
Heb. 12:22-24 

2. The “Residents” in the Heavenly Kingdom [See #c above]
Heb. 12:22-24

a. God the [Consummate] Judge of all.
b. Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new Covenant.
c. The Church – The general assembly and church of the firstborn which are written in heaven

d. The Old Covenant Saints – the Spirits of just men made perfect

B. The Requirement needed to serve in the Kingdom – Grace.
Heb. 12:28b
Let us have Grace by which we may serve. 

1. First we need God’s Gift of Grace to be Saved.
Eph. 2:8, 5
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the Gift of God.

2. Thus, having been Stablished by His Grace we can now...
a. Sing with Grace – Singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Col. 3:16

b. Speak with Grace – Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt…  
Col. 4:6

c. Be Strong in Grace – My Son, be Strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
II Tim. 2:1

d. And Serve God by His Grace acceptably with reverence and godly fear.
See #C below.

C. The Reverence in Serving God in the Kingdom –
Heb. 12:28c
Serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear
1. Serve Him Acceptably, i.e. Acknowledge…
a. His Person: God is Spirit, therefore we must Worship Him in spirit…
Jn. 4:24

b. His Precepts – and in Truth as revealed in His Word.
Jn. 4:24

2. Serve Him Reverently.
Lev. 26:2
a. Reverend is His Name –…holy and reverend is His name. 
Psa. 111:9
b. Revere Him when assembling in His Name. 
Psa. 89:7

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all them that are about Him. 


c. With Reverence Observe…
Lev. 19:30; 26:2
Ye shall keep My Sabbaths, and reverence My Sanctuary: I am the LORD

i. His Sovereignty, He is the Lord – I am the LORD

Cf. Reverence to be given to Jesus as Lord at His Supper.
 
Cf. I Cor. 11:20
ii. His “Sabbath” – Ye shall keep My Sabbaths
Lev. 19:30a

Cf. Remembering the Lord on the Lord’s Day at His Supper.
Cf. I Cor. 11:26; Rev. 1:10
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
iii. His Sanctuary, i.e. when coming into His Presence.
Lev. 19:30b

Because He is Sovereign and Lord – I am the Lord
Indeed, God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all them that are about Him.
Psa. 89:7
· Thus, as we Present ourselves before the Lord this morning to Remember Him at His Supper, 
With reverence let the saints appear,
And bow before the Lord;
His high commands with reverence hear,
And tremble at His Word.
Isaac Watt
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1. When the Lord was on earth, He taught His disciples to pray as follows:
Matthew 6:9-13 
After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

His disciples were to pray that God’s Will might be done in earth as it is in heaven.

As His disciples on earth we also ought to pray that His Will in relation to His Kingdom be done on earth as it is in heaven. And we can only know His Will from His own revelation in His Word.

Consider therefore the following statements from His Word concerning His Kingdom.

· John 3:3 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
· John 3:5 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

· Mark 10:15 
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter therein. 

· Matthew 6:33 - 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 

· Luke 4:43  
He said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: 
for therefore am I sent. 
· Mt. 6:13


For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
The pertinent questions we need to ask ourselves as we pray this prayer are:

Are we Saved in the Kingdom of God?
Jn. 3:3, 5; Mk. 10:15

Are we Seeking the Kingdom of God?
Mt. 6:33
Are we ready to be Sent out to preach the Kingdom of God? 
Lk. 4:43


And the Assurance to all of us is:

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



REFLECT
2. Is there a difference between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven?

The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary has this to say:

The kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven, as Chafer points out, are not identical despite the fact that “Matthew employs the terminology of the kingdom of heaven” and Mark and Luke, when presenting practically the same teaching, employ the phrase “kingdom of God.” According to Scripture the “sons of the kingdom shall be cast out” (Matthew 8:12; Matthew 24:50-51; Matthew 25:28-30). This fate cannot be applied to the kingdom of God and its members (John 3:18). The parable of the wheat and the tares (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) and the parable of the good and bad fish (Matthew 13:47-50) are only spoken of in connection with the kingdom of heaven. The parable of the leaven, however (Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21), is applied to both kingdoms. “Leaven represents evil doctrine rather than evil persons, and evil doctrine may and does corrupt both kingdoms” (op. cit., pp. 224-25).
Do you agree?


REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 
Are you in the Kingdom of God or in the Kingdom of Heaven? 


Or it matters not!
