R691 Rumination for 06 May, 2018

The Theme: God’s Sovereign Election
The Text: …According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world,
Eph. 1:4
The Thots: 

A. The Praise for God’s Election – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Eph. 1:3
1. The Blesser 
– God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2. The Blessings 
– all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
3. The Blessed
– Who hath blessed us…in Christ
B. The Period in God’s Election – 
1. We were Chosen before the Foundation of the World.
Eph. 1:4.

2. As Christ, the Son, Who was with God, the Father, before the Foundation of the World.
Jn. 17:24 

3. As Christ, verily was Foreordained before the Foundation of the World 

to shed His precious blood for us as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
I Pet. 1:19, 20
C. The People in God’s Election – According as He hath chosen us in Him
​Eph. 1:4
 
1. The Chosen Church in Christ: His Peculiar [i.e. God’s own] People for His Possession –
Cf. I Pet. 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light:
2. Cf. Israel the Chosen People of God –



a. For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. 

Deut. 14:2; 
b. But thou, Israel, art My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham My friend.


i. Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, 
and said unto thee, Thou art My servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.
Isa. 41:8, 9
ii. And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of My mountains: 

and Mine elect shall inherit it, and My servants shall dwell there.
Isa. 65:9
c. Ye are My witnesses, saith the LORD, and My servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me.  
Isa. 43:10
3. Cf. The Levites, the Chosen Priests of God.
Deut. 18:1
a. The priests the Levites, and all the tribe of Levi, shall have no part nor inheritance with Israel…
b. For the LORD thy God hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to stand to minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons for ever.
Deut. 18:5
D. The Persons in God’s  Election:
1. Jesus was God’s Elect:
Isa. 42:1 

a. Behold My Servant, whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in whom My Soul delighteth…

b. Lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
 Mt. 3:17
2. David was God’s Elect – 
Psa. 89:3
I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto David My servant.
3. Cyrus was God’s Elect - Called to return Israel from Captivity in Babylon to their own land.

a. Cyrus was Called before he was Born:
Isa. 45:4
For Jacob My servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called by thy name: 
I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known Me.
b. Cyrus was Called to allow Israel to Build Back Jerusalem that Babylon destroyed:
Isa. 44:28
That saith of Cyrus, He is My shepherd, and shall perform all My pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.
E. The Process of God’s Election
Rom. 8:29, 30

For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them 

He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified. 
F. The Purpose of God’s Election: that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love. Eph. 1:4
1. God’s Personal Purpose for the Church: In love He Chose us.

2. In Spite of the fact that He had Set His Love upon those He would Save, He still Says:
Jn. 3:16 

a. God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
b. And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, 
may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
Jn. 6:40

c. All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out. 

Jn. 6:37
While all whom the Father has Chosen will be our Lord’s, we still need to Come to Him on our own!

Let us Remember this to thank Him as we Break the Bread to Remember Him.
I Cor. 11:26

We’re predestined by God’s plan, That we might His glory praise.


When the Gospel we believed, We were marked as His always.
S. H. Peterson
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 691

1. Consider God’s Choice (Election) of Israel to be His people. 
Deut. 7:7, 8
a. God’s Election of Israel was of His Sovereign Choice:
 

It was based on His Will to Love them and not on any merit of theirs –
Deut. 7:8a
· Positively: Because the LORD loved you…
· Negatively: Not…because ye were more in number than any people; 


 for ye were the fewest of all people
Deut. 7:7
· Affirmatively: Because He would keep the oath which He had sworn 

unto your fathers.
 Deut. 7:8a cf. Gen. 12:1-3
b. God would keep His Covenant with them if they kept His Commandments:
Deut. 7:9 
Know…the LORD thy God, He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments to a thousand generations;
c. But they did not and they Came under His Curse:
Deut. 28:45 

Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue thee, and overtake thee, 
till thou be destroyed; because thou hearkenedst not unto the voice of the LORD thy God, 
to keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded thee:

d. Thus in History, God even Elected Israel’s Enemies to Execute His Purposes!
i. Nebuchadnezzar, as God’s Chosen instrument to Conquer Israel 

and subject them to 70 years of Captivity in Babylon.
Jer. 25:11 

And this whole land shall be a desolation, and…shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.
ii. Cyrus, as God’s Chosen to free His people from Captivity 70 years later and to Rebuild Jerusalem – Thus saith the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus.  

Isa. 45:1
· He was Chosen and named for this task before he was even born.

Isa. 45:3-4

…I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name [Cyrus], am the God of Israel…

I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known Me.
· To Fulfil God’s Plan for Israel after Punishing them.


Isa. 44:28 

That saith of Cyrus, He is My shepherd, and shall perform all My pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.

iii. When Israel crucified Christ on the Cross for punishment, Israel was dispersed into the four corners of the world after the Romans razed Jerusalem to the ground in 70A.D. 
iv. During the time of dispersion and persecution for nearly 2000 years under cruel nations, the Jews cried out to God for deliverance. But God seemed to be deaf to all their pleas until in His own time on 14 May, 1948 Israel was declared a State and in June, 1967 He intervened again to help Israel win the Six-day War to fulfil His plans for Israel to recover more land for them according to His sovereign will and timing. 
e. Also, during the Roman Empire in the first three centuries AD, Christians came under unprecedented persecutions. They too would have cried out for deliverance as many of them were cruelly put to death in the arenas, dungeons, etc. and many died as martyrs including many of Christ’s apostles and disciples. 
f. During such times, was not God able to answer His people’s prayers?
No, He was carrying out His Elected Programme for His people and the world.  He might be testing them, moulding them to be what He would want them to be for the blessings He had prepared for them ultimately. He would be working out His plans according to His own purpose and timing – not ours, not theirs but His and His blessings would come at the right time though we might suffer in the process! (Cf. Rom. 5:2-5). Are you tempted to think that your God and the God of the Jews in the Bible does not exist when you suffer? 
Please take time to view: https://youtu.be/BX3MOH4EtGg 
REFLECT
2. Are you happy with the government in your country? Would you prefer a change of
government? Do you believe that all governments are set up under His sovereign will?
See Rom. 13:1-6: Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 
What will your attitude be if the change of government you pray so hard for does not come about? Would you believe that that God has an ultimate plan for you?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder:  You may seek to Elect a Government but it is God that Elects!
