R689 Rumination for Apr. 22, 2018

The Theme: 
Faith

The Text: 
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
Heb. 11:1
The Thots: 

A. Faith is the belief in the Reality of things Hoped for though not seen. 
Heb. 11:1, HCSB Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. 
1. By Faith we Believe in God’s Creative Act by His Word.

11:3, ESV
By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God.
a. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 
Gen. 1:2
b. And God said, Let (there be)…(and there was…)
Gen. 1:6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26
2. By Faith we Believe in Christ’s Creative Act as the Word.

11:3, ESV

a. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

b. The same was in the beginning with God. 
c. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made.
3. By Faith we Believe in Christ’s “Consisting” Acts in holding together the Worlds –
Col. 1:17
And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.

He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together.
Col. 1:17, HCSB 

4. By Faith the Following Faithful Characters Believed in God Wholly:
a. By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which 
he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: 
Heb. 11:4
b. By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
Heb. 11:5

c. By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, 
and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
Heb. 11:7
d. By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 
 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
Heb. 11:8-10
e. Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered 
of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. Heb. 11:11
These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off,

and were persuaded of them, and embraced them…
Heb. 11:13
B. Faith is the Basic Requirement…
Heb. 11:6
Without faith it is impossible to please Him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.
1. For Salvation, not Works:
Eph. 2:8, 9
a. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

b. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 
Acts 16:31
2. Not Sight, for the Christian Walk – For we walk by faith, not by sight
II Cor. 5:7

3. The Secret of Victory over the World.
I Jn. 5:4  

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: 
and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
4. To Sup at the Lord’s Table and to Worship our Lord.
I Cor. 11:23-26

a. The Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: 
b. And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me
c. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
d. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
Faith is the victory! Faith is the victory!


 O glorious victory, that overcomes the world.
John H. Yates
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. On the first day of the week, when Jesus rose again from the dead, He appeared to His disciples in the absence of Thomas. 
The other disciples therefore said unto him [Thomas], We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe. (Jn. 20:25)

Thomas did not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead – he did not have that faith in his Lord.

A week later, the Lord again appeared to His disciples, this time in the presence of Thomas, and spoke to him: (Jn. 20:26-29)

Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God. 
Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: 
Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have Believed.

The two disciples on the road to Emmaus also did not believe that Jesus could rise again from the dead. When the resurrected Jesus appeared to them they could not recognise Him and treated Him as a Stranger from elsewhere who had not heard or seen what happened to Jesus earlier –
Luke 24:18-27  
Cleopas, answering said unto Him, Art Thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?... Concerning Jesus of Nazareth…how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and have crucified Him…Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre; And when they found not His body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that He was alive. 

And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but Him they saw not. 

Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? 

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.
 
Do you believe (really Convinced, Convicted and Committed in your faith) that indeed Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures? (I Cor. 15:3, 4)
REFLECT
2. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him;
for we shall see Him as He is.
When we see Jesus, our Lord, we shall be like Him and we shall see Him as He is.

Will we be able to recognise Him when we see Him?  The two disciples on the road to Emmaus could not – they mistook Him for a Stranger.

We shall see Him as He is – what does He look like? Does He look like the person/s portrayed in art pieces, in books, in pictures, etc. that we are very familiar with? An examination of such will bring out hundreds, nay thousands, no, countless forms of how the Lord looked like when He was on earth. Can we be sure which one is the real Jesus?
Will we be changed to one who looked like any one of the above?

Or perhaps we do not know, and we have yet to see and to accept by faith 

what He will reveal to us as to Who He is and what He looks like?

If that be the case, why are we accepting as Jesus the many faces of Him as they appear in prints before us all these years with some even to have “seen” Him in visions, etc.?

REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 
Seeing is Believing. But true Faith is Believing what we are Sure of

though we may not See.
