R688 Rumination for Apr. 15, 2018
The Theme: 
The Feasts of the Lord (Jehovah)

The Text: 
These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations.
Lev. 23:7
The Thots: 

A. The Seven Feasts of the Lord.

1. The Lord (Jehovah) had Appointed Seven feasts for His people to observe in their regulated times, viz.
a. 1st month 14th day 
- The Lord’s Passover
Lev. 23:5

b. 1st month 15th-21st day
- The Feast of Unleavened Bread.
Lev. 23:6

c. 1st month, the morrow after the Sabbath in the land - The Feast of Firstfruits
Lev. 23:10, 11

d. 1st month, the morrow after the Seventh Sabbath 
- The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)
Lev. 23:15, 16

e. 7th month, 1st day
- The Feast of Trumpets
Lev. 23:24

f. 7th month, 10th day
- The Day of Atonement
Lev. 23:27
g. 7th month, 15th – 22nd day (7 days + 8th day)
- The Feast of Tabernacles
Lev. 23:34

2. They were Acknowledged as The Feasts of the Lord (Jehovah), as…
All texts in KJV
a. Lev. 23:2
- Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD…
b. Lev. 23:4
- These are the feasts of the LORD….which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. 
c. Lev. 23:7 
- These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, 

d. Lev. 23:44 - And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD. 
B. ​ The Significance of the Lord’s Feast of Passover.

1. It (as well as the others) had the Stamp of the LORD.
See #A.2 above
Exo. 12:11 - And thus shall ye eat it…it is the LORD'S Passover.
Exo. 12:27 - That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S Passover…

And the people bowed the head and worshipped.
2. It had the Seal of the LORD – the Lord Specified His Own Ordinance for its Observance.

Exo. 12:43 
- This is the ordinance of the Passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof…
Exo.12:48
- And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the Passover to the LORD…
3. It was a Shadow pointing to the Lord’s (His Son’s) Sacrifice for us.
I Cor. 5:7 
- For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
C. ​ The Sad abuse of the Feasts of the Lord.

 But in the time of Jesus, they had become the Feast of the Jews! As…
1. Jn. 5:1 
- After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem
2. Jn. 7:2 
- Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was at hand.
3. Jn. 6:4 
- And the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.

The Feasts of the Lord had become the Feasts of the Jews:

a. The Jews observed the Feasts in their Form but their Hearts were not in them.

b. They Retained the Name but they celebrated them just as a Routine.

c. They no more Lauded the Lord in their observance.
D. The Special Feast of the Lord for His Church:
1. The Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:20
a. Its Commission:

i. It was Instructed by the Lord to His Disciples.
Lk. 22:19-20
And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 
Likewise also the cup…saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.
ii. It was Instituted by the Lord and Delivered through Paul.
I Cor. 11:23, 26
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you…
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
b. Its Celebration:
Acts 20:7; 2:42
And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread…
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread…
c. Its Commemoration.
I Cor. 11:24, 25
And when He had given thanks, He brake it [the bread], and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me…also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
2. As with the Jews, the Christians in Corinth abused the Lords Supper:
See #C.
a. They Prioritised their Self-Pleasure over the Lord’s.
I Cor. 11:20-22
b. They were Punished – many fell Sick and Slept (died),
I Cor. 11:30
For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
c. We need to Prepare for the Supper – Let a man examine himself and so let him eat…  I Cor. 11:27-29
Oh, grant that I in manner worthy May now approach Thy heav’nly board 

And, as I lowly bow before Thee, Look only unto Thee, O Lord! 
Friedrich C. Heyder
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 688
1. Do you agree that many Christians today no more prioritise the Lord’s Supper, 
though it was instituted by the Lord Himself for the Church to remember Him, in that…

a. The Lord’s Supper has become Our Supper? 

No more do we remember the Lord in His death, burial and resurrection for us as He commanded us to. It is claimed that the Lord’s Supper is a “funeral service” and therefore it is no more relevant. The “Worship Service” (though not named at all in Scripture as such) is. 
The Lord’s Supper is no more a “remembrance” (this do in remembrance of Me) feast of the Lord for the whole service. It is just an aspect of a “worship” service, instead of being the service itself. We no more give priority to the pre-eminence of the Lord’s remembrance to lead us on to worship Him. The remembrance part of it (if at all still observed) has been delegated to the appendix of a so-called “worship” service.

b. The Lord’s Supper has been delegated to be just one of the church meetings?
A believer attends the Lord’s Supper as he would any meeting of the church.

He does not feel the need to examine and prepare himself to be “worthy” to participate in the meeting. Compare Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. (I Cor. 11:28, 29).
The Pre-eminence and the Presence of the Lord is not felt and the believer does not feel the Lord’s presence at all. He does not feel the need to be punctual to meet his Lord nor to come into His presence with reverence and godly fear. 

And when in the meeting, he does not feel the need to focus His thoughts on the Lord, but is more mindful of the current political, social and familial issues around him to engage himself in conversation with his fellow-believers regarding what is current then. 
c. The Lord’s Supper has deteriorated into a meeting where we seek to please ourselves by being entertained by others on the stage in front rather than us bringing our personal sacrifices of praise to please our Lord as we remember Him? 
Compare: they shall not appear before the LORD empty. (Deut. 16:16)
d. In name we come to celebrate the Lord’s Supper but in actual practice we come to do our “own thing” as did the Christians in Corinth?  Compare: 
When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper. For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken. What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not. 

(I Cor. 11:20-22)
Has the Lord’s Supper become Our Supper?
REFLECT
2. a. In the Past: the Jews (all Israel) were appointed to appear before the LORD thy God in
the place which He shall choose to celebrate the Feasts of the Lord  (Lev. 23; Deut. 16:16). 

b.
For the Present: the Christians (the Church) are to assemble together to observe the Lord’s Supper (breaking of bread) on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7) and to do so continually (Acts 2:42) until He comes (I Cor. 11:26). 

c. 
In the Prospective future: Those not invited to the two feasts above will have to 



attend the Supper of our Great God (on Judgment Day) as – 


I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.
Rev. 19:17, 18


Which feast of the Lord God are you or will you be attending?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder:  A certain man made a great supper…and sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. Lk. 14:16, 17


Are you ready to accept this invitation?
