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The Theme:
Christ Rose Again…
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The Text: 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
 I Cor. 15:3, 4


And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
The Thots.

Intro. This Week is the culmination point of the last two weeks’ Ruminations – it is Jesus’ Resurrection Day!

Two weeks ago we considered (I) Christ died… (II) He was buried… and this week we shall consider 

(III) He rose again according to the Scriptures.
A. Christ’s Resurrection was Pictured – 
1. In the Cleansing Ceremony for the Leper. 
Lev. 14:1-7 
a. Two Birds alive and clean would represent two aspects of the one Pure and Perfect Person of Jesus.
This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the priest… 
4 Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean.
b. One Bird was Slain in an earthen vessel Signifying Jesus the Son of Man Sacrificed for us.
And the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water.
c. The other living bird was dipped in the blood of the Slain Bird and Set free 
Signifying Jesus Who died was the Same one Who Rose again from the dead.

As for the living bird, he shall take it… and shall dip…the living bird in the blood of the bird 
that was killed over the running water: 
d. The Living Bird was to be Set free for it to Soar into the Sky signifying the Resurrection of Jesus.

And he…shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field. 
· The Death of Jesus made Him the Substitute in bearing the Penalty of our Sin.
· The Resurrection of Jesus was the “Receipt” that our Debt had been paid! 

Matt. 28:6 
He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
2. In the Fish Swallowing Jonah into its Stomach and Spitting him out on the third day.
Jon. 1;17; 2:10
For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; 
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Mt. 12:40

· The Period in the Grave was Pictured – three days and three nights!
See Reflections below.

B. Christ’s Resurrection was Predicted.
1. The Psalmist Proclaimed it.
Psalm 16:10, NKJV
For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 

2. Peter confirmed it at Pentecost.
Acts 2:29-32, NKJV 

a. Peter Stated what David Spoke – Let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David …
b. Concerning what God Swore to David – that…He would raise up the Christ to Sit on his throne, 
…foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 
c. Peter and all Present could now Say this: – This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.
3. Jesus Personally Predicted it when He was alive and before His death.
Matt. 16:21 
a. From that time…began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

b. Indeed, He is risen as He said.
Mt. 28:6
C. Christ’s Resurrection  was Purposed – Jesus Must Rise again!
I Cor. 15:13, 14
1. He Boldly predicted it even Before it happened. 
See #B.3 above.
Paul Bravely Challenged the Corinthian Christians: If Christ be not risen…
I Cor. 15:13, 14a
a. Then there be no resurrection of the dead 

15:13a
b. Then is our preaching vain 

15:14b
c. and your faith is also vain 

15:14c
2. It is the Backbone of our Salvation.
Rom. 10:9, NKJV

If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
3. It is the Basis of His Promise to Come again for His Own.
Jn. 14:3

If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 

that where I am, there ye may be also. 
Con.: 
Today as we Remember His death, burial and Resurrection at the Lord’s Supper.


We are doing this only until He Returns for us – 
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior, Waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord!
Up from the grave He arose, With a mighty triumph o’er His foes,
He arose a victor from the dark domain, And He lives forever, with His saints to reign.


He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!
Robert Lowry,

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK. 
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1. From that time…began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem …suffer many things of the elders…be killed, and be raised again the third day.
Mt. 16:21

Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that He was buried, 

and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.

I Cor. 15:3, 4

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 
so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
 Mt. 12:40, NKJV
In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, 
came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre… He is not here: 
for He is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

Mt. 28:1. 6
From the above texts, we can safely conclude that Jesus expected to rise again on the third day (the day after Sabbath) after being in the grave for three days and three nights. However, Jewish custom, church traditions, secular beliefs and pagan practices got inter-twined over the years to give rise to controversies today regarding the day when Jesus died and how long He was buried in the grave.
For one, was Jesus’ death ever linked with Easter biblically? The term “easter” is found in Acts 12:4 in the KJV, but it is a mistranslation. It should have been “Passover” as in the NKJV and in most, if not all, modern translations. “Passover” refers to the Jewish feast of Passover which symbolises Jesus as the Passover Lamb sacrificed for us – …for Christ our Passover has been sacrificed (I Cor. 5:7) “Easter” does not occur in the Bible!
For two, Jesus rose again on the third day. Was the third day a full 24-hour day from sunset to sunrise and sunrise to sunset as reckoned by the Jews (then Friday could not be the day Jesus died!) or could the Lord be referring to the Jewish custom of referring part of a day as a full day as they sometimes do idiomatically? See https://bible.org/question/were-three-days-and-three-nights-jesus-was-grave-full-72-hours  This view will account for the three days (as part of Friday, whole of Saturday and part of Sunday) but still needs to account for the three nights!
For three, Jesus confirmed that as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. (Mt. 12:40, NKJV).

So if Jesus was to rise on the third day and it, being the first day of the week (any time from Saturday sunset to Sunday sunrise), then when would the three days and three nights begin, tracing them backwards? 

To reckon the three days and three nights as full days and nights Jesus was in the grave, then Jesus could have died on a Wednesday or a Thursday, but definitely not on a Friday. See this view at: https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/crux.cfm
Whatever the view we hold:

Be sure that we Believe that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
I Cor. 15:3, 4 

Be Buried with Him by Baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 
REFLECT
2. Next Sunday, the Christian world would come together to remember the Lord Jesus Christ in His Resurrection and hopefully give Him the full Reverence that He rightly deserves. But there will also be the other group coming together to celebrate Easter and all its fun and frolic, folklore and fairytales, etc. Will you be caught in such celebration that is contrary to the Biblical commemoration of the Lord’s death, burial and resurrection? Will you be remembering and worshipping Him this season?    REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Why does the Christian Church prefer to Celebrate Easter (a pagan term) to a biblical one to Commemorate the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus?
