R684 Rumination for 18th March, 2018
By KC Ung
The Theme:
Christ was Buried…
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The Text: 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
 I Cor. 15:3, 4


And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
The Thots.

Intro. The Rumination theme for last week was (I) Christ died… 

This week it is (II) He was buried… and next week it will be (III) He rose again according to the Scriptures.

A. Christ’s Burial was Pictured.

Matt; 12:40, NKJV As Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 
so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

1. The Swallowing Fish – Or In the fish’s belly.
Mt. 12:39, 40

a. The “Great Fish-y” Story Proved true and verified by the Lord Himself!
 

b. The Fish was Prepared by God to Swim, to Swallow and to Spit out 

c. …to Picture the Death, Burial and Resurrection of the Lord.
See #2, 3 below
2. The Son of Man in the Belly of the Fish –
Matt. 12:40. NKJV 

As Jonah was three days and three nights in the Belly of the great fish, 
so will the Son of Man Be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
     Jon. 1:17; Mt. 12:39-41
3. The Sign of…the Prophet Jonah.
Matt. 12:38, 39; 16:4
a. The Prophet Jonah - in the fish’s belly: a picture of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 
1:17
i. A Comparison between Jonah and Jesus 

· Each was a Messenger sent by God and had a Message from God.

· Each experienced a Miracle coming out of the “grave” three days and three nights later.

ii. A Contrast

· Jonah was disobedient and ran away from God; Jesus was obedient to God even unto death.

· Jonah was judged for his sin in the fish’s belly; Jesus was judged for your sins in the grave

· Jonah was unhappy when sinners repented; Jesus welcomes sinners who turn unto Him in repentance.



I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. Lk. 15:10
b. The People of Nineveh.

i. The Ninevites Repented, but Jesus’ generation Refused.

ii. The Ninevites Repented at Jonah’s 8-word Sermon:
Jon. 3:4 
And Jonah…cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

…they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.
Mt. 12:41b
iii. but Jesus’ generation Rejected His many Sermons.

Mt. 12:41a
The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation. 



c. The Person Greater Than Jonah.



Jonah
The Greater Jonah
i. A Son of Man with Human Frailties.
The Son of God in His Divine Fulness.
ii. Wrought No Miracle to Authorise
His Miracles Authenticated His Person and 

His Preaching and the People Repented.
Mission yet the People Rejected Him.

iii. Jonah lived to die later.
Jesus died to live forevermore to be the future Judge.

Conclusion: The Fish that Swam and Swallowed Jonah had Spit him out on dry land! 
Jon. 2:10
· Jesus lived, died and rose again triumphant over Death and the Grave to Live forevermore. 
· Now He offers those in this Generation a Life with Him…
· if they will Receive Him as their Saviour from Sin; 
· if they Reject Him, Jonah and the Ninevites will Rise up to testify against them 

in the Judgment to come

B. Christ’s Burial was Predicted.
Isa. 53:9 cf. Mt. 27:57-60

And he made his grave with the wicked (Man’s intention), and with the rich in his death (God’s decision)
1. Concerning the Place where He was to be Buried – Joseph’s new tomb.

2. Concerning the Person who would bury Him – Rich Joseph of Arimathaea
3. Concerning the Period He would be Buried – three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. Mt. 12:40
4. Categorically and Personally by the Lord Himself.
Matt. 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
…and be killed…be raised again the third day.
C. Christ’s Burial  was Purposed:

1. Joseph Personally “wrapped” the dead body of Jesus – He was not Substituted.
Mt.27:58-60

2. To Prove He was really dead – the Sepulchre was Sealed; Jesus did not Swoon.
Mt. 27:63, 66
3. To Prevent theft, the Sepulchre was Securely Guarded – His body was not Stolen.
Mt. 27:65
Him dead and buried we confess, The storm our sins had raised t’appease,

Three days and nights for us confined; But lo, emerging from the grave,


He comes, a ransomed world to save, He preaches life to all mankind!
Charles Wesley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Jesus died and was buried according to the scriptures. His burial was proof that Jesus died. 
· Jesus did not Swoon as some proffered – that the cool air in the grave refreshed the exhausted Jesus on the cross so that after some time He could walk out alive.
· Before His Crucifixion, Jesus was Scourged, and on the cross He was Speared; 

His legs were not broken because the Soldiers found Him to have died earlier. 

John 19:33-34 – But when they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead already, they brake not His legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.
· The Soldiers gave the best evidence that Jesus had died; hence, they did not break the bones of His legs, as they did with the other thieves.

John 19:32-33 – Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not His legs. [cf. Exo. 12:46]
· Joseph and Nicodemus personally anointed the body of the Lord. They were in close contact with His body. They would not have done so if they had detected any sign of life in Him.
John 19:38-40 – And after this Joseph of Arimathaea…besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.

· Jesus definitely died and hence was buried.
· Jesus’ Body was not Substituted – some people allege that somebody else who looked like Jesus was buried in His place.

· This just could not be. Joseph and Nicodemus anointed the body of Jesus for burial. 
They were in close contact with Jesus. Surely they could recognise Him.

They had seen Jesus before. Joseph perhaps when Jesus appeared before the Sanhedrin (Mt. 27:1) and Nicodemus, the one who went to see Jesus one night:

(Jn. 3:1) Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: the same came to Jesus by night.
· Jesus’ Body was not Stolen.

Because the Sepulchre was Sealed with a big stone and a Roman Guard was Stationed there to Secure the Tomb to prevent anyone from coming out or going in!

Matthew 27:64-66 – Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, and steal Him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.

In spite of the precautions, Jesus rose again from the dead the third day and walked out! 
Indeed Jesus Died and Was Buried that He might Rise again. 
Do you believe this? 
REFLECT 
2. The physical, historical and factual evidence of Jesus’ Death and Burial to demonstrate His ultimate resurrection is the very the basis of Paul’s arguments for the Christian to live the victorious Christian life, thus:
Romans 6:3-4 – Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

Romans 6:6 – Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
Do you know this?
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: Would the Lord’s body be considered as “buried” and we being “buried with Him by baptism unto death” if only some grains of earth were sprinkled over it? See Rom. 3:3, 4
