R683 Rumination for 11th March, 2018
By KC Ung
The Theme:
Christ died…
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The Text: 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
 I Cor. 15:3, 4


And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
The Thots.

Intro. For this week and leading to Resurrection Sunday, two weeks later, our rumination theme is and will be: (I) Christ died… (II) He was buried… and (III) He rose again according to the Scriptures.

A. Christ’s Death was Pictured.
John 3:14 cf. Num. 21:5-9

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.
1. The Sin of the People – they complained against God’s Provision.

Num. 21:5

2. God Sent fiery Serpents to Strike and bite them to Punish them.
Num. 21:6a
a. They Sinned and were bitten by the “Sting” of the Serpents which brought forth death.
Num. 216b

b. All Who Sin must Die – For the wages of sin is death… 

Rom. 6:23
c. And the Sting of death is Sin.

I Cor. 15:56
3. The Solution was the brazen Serpent on the Pole:
Num. 21:8, 9
The LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole:
And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
a. The Parallel Picture of the Serpent on the Pole was Christ on the Cross –
Jn. 3:14
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.

i. The Serpent was Cursed for Causing Man to Sin.
Gen. 3:14

And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed…

ii. The Christ on the Cross was bearing the Curse of our Sin.
Gal. 3:13

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 

for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

iii. Who his own Self bare our Sins in His own body on the tree, 

that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness:
I Pet. 2:24
b. The Panacea for those who Sinned or were “Stung” by the Serpent -
Num. 21:9b, NKJV

If a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

i. Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else. Isa. 45:22

ii. For He [God] hath made Him (Jesus) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
II Cor. 5:21
There is life for a look at the crucified One, There is life at this moment for thee;

Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be saved, Unto Him who was nailed to the tree.

Look! look! look and live!

There is life for a look at the crucified One, There is life at this moment for thee.
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B. Christ’s Death was Predicted.

1. In the Passover.
Exo. 12:5-14
a. He was the Spotless Passover Lamb 

12:5, 6
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: 
12:5a
b. Sacrificed for Sinners.
 

And the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.
Exo. 12:6b
· For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
I Cor. 5:7, ESV
2. In Prophecy (in the Scriptures).
Isa. 53:7
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he openeth not his mouth
3. Personally by the Lord Himself.
Matt. 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed…
C. Christ’s Death  was Purposed:
1. It was to Commend God’s Love – God commendeth His love toward us, in that…
Rom. 5:8
a. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

5:8
b. When we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

5:6
c. When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son

5:10
2. It was to Commit His Life in Death for us.
Gal. 2:20
I am crucified with Christ…who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

Today, In the Breaking of the Bread, let us Remember Him Who Loved us and gave Himself for us. Lk. 22:19 

And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying,

This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. The Death of Jesus was Unique. 
No one in history who died could ever fulfil these conditions:
· That a historical event that happened over a thousand years ago could picture his death. The incident of the serpent raised on the pole happened, over a thousand years before Jesus’ death, was a predictive picture of Jesus lifted up to die on the cross so that those who had been bitten by sin could look up and be saved.
John 3:14 – As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
· That an unblemished lamb must be slain and its blood shed to be sprinkled on the lintel and sideposts of an Israeli home to save the occupants therein, when the Lord would pass through all of Egypt and slay all the firstborn of men and beasts. That lamb was known as the Passover Lamb and was linked to Jesus’ death as His sacrifice for our sin.
 Exodus 12:3-14 –In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb…Your lamb shall be without blemish…and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it…it is the LORD'S passover. 
For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD…and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. 
And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 
Over a thousand five hundred years later, John Baptist baptizing his disciples in River Jordan saw Jesus walking on banks towards him, cried out:

John 1:29 –John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

John was proclaiming that Jesus was the fulfilment of that Passover Lamb that was slain to save the firstborn of Israel. He was pointing to Jesus as the Passover Lamb that was slain over a thousand years ago and to His coming death when He would be slain and sacrificed for the sins of the world. St. Paul also declared the same:
I Corinthians 5:7 –For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us…

· That Jesus Himself knew about His coming death and predicted it:

Matthew 16:21 – From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

These are only but three conditions to demonstrate the uniqueness of the death of Jesus.
No one in history could have these conditions associated with his death predicted so many, many years ago, not to mention, even fulfilling them in every detail. 

The Death of Jesus is unique. That is why only belief in His death as a sacrifice for one’s sin (believing Him as one’s Substitute for its penalty) can one ever be saved from one’s condemnation from sin.


Only Jesus’ death can give life. Believest thou this?
REFLECT
2. Another uniqueness associated with Jesus’ death was His supernatural ability to predict that He would rise again on the third day after His death. No one in history could ever do that, not to mention, even of fulfilling it, i.e. to rise again from the dead after burial. 
But Jesus did! More about this in the next two weeks.
For now, if you believe that Jesus died for you then, like Paul, you must also believe

…. that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures. I Cor. 15:3). 
REFLECT

Points To Ponder: 


If you Believe that Christ died for you, the least you can do is to Live for Him.
