R682 Rumination for 4th March, 2018
By KC Ung
The Theme: Lord, Thou art Worthy
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The Text: And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy.
Rev. 5:9
The Thots.

A. I Am Not Worthy
1. So said Jacob, Brother of Easu, when told to reconcile to the latter, despite his Wealth.
Gen. 32:9-15
Jacob said, O God…saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant…Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau…And he…took…a present for Esau his brother; Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals. 

2. So said John, the Baptist despite his Water-baptism Authority, of Jesus.
Matt. 3:11
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.
3. So said the Justifiably humble Centurion despite his having the Word of Authority:
Matt. 8:8, 9
The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest come under my roof: 
but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.  For I am a man under authority, 
having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, 
and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.
4. So said the Jesus-aspired Paul despite his Personal Pedigree and Confidence in the flesh:
 Phil. 3:4-8
He was circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.

· All these realised their so-called Worth could never be compared with the Worthiness of the Lord.
B. No One Was Worthy.

1. Of the Myriads in the Universe, no one was Worthy to open the Seven Seals on the Scroll.
Rev. 5:1-3

And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, 


sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 

a. Who is Worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in heaven, 
nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 

b. No man was found Worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.

Rev. 5:4b
c. And I (John, the apostle) Wept much.
Rev. 5:4a Note this would be the last time tears are shed in heaven.
Rev. 21:4
2. Only One Man was found Worthy:
And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 
Rev. 5:5
C. Only One is Worthy.
Rev. 5:8-10 
1. The Proclamation: 
When He had taken the book…they sung a new song, saying, 


Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
2. The Process: 

for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred,


and tongue, and people, and nation; 
3. The Products: 
And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
4. The Praise and Worship:
a. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, 
and for Thy pleasure they are and were created. 
Rev. 4:11
b. And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation.
Rev. 5:9

D. Are you Worthy?
I Cor. 11:26-29
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come. 
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not discerning the Lord's body.
Jesus, our Lord, with what joy we adore Thee, Chanting our praise to Thyself on the throne!
Blest in Thy presence, we worship before Thee, Own Thou art worthy, and worthy alone.
Lord, Thou art worthy: Lord, Thou art worthy; Lord, Thou art worthy, and worthy alone!
Blest in Thy presence, we worship before Thee, Own Thou art worthy, and worthy alone!
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 682
1. Belshazzar, the son of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 5:2), the last sovereign of the neo-Babylonian Empire, was put on God’s Balance, thus:
Dan 5:22-28 
And in spite of his Majestic Might, his Personal Power, his Whelming Wealth…
And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 
Was found Wanting (not Worthy?) in God’s Weighing Scales:
Then was the part of the hand sent from Him; and this writing was written. 
And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 
This is the interpretation of the thing: 
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 
TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 
PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.
Paul, despite his Personal Pedigree which he could be Proud of if he wanted to, 

realised his unworthiness and declared:
Phil 3:4-10

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness 
which is in the law, blameless. 
But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: that I may know Him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death; 
Jesus Himself challenges all of us:
Mk. 8:36

For what shall it profit [or what is it worth to] a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? 
What is your response to this?
REFLECT
2. In Eph. 4:1, on the basis of his earlier discussion on “our vacation (calling)” (chaps. 1-3), Paul besought the Christians in Ephesus to Walk Worthy (axiōs = to give equal weight), i.e. to balance their Conduct (walk) with their Calling in life (the vocation) wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
This Balance is to be evident in our Christian Calling (Walk or Conduct) and in the Church as well.
Are we balancing our Christian Calling and Conduct well?
REFLECT
Things To Ponder: 
What is the World Worth on Earth if you cannot take 


even a Wee bit with you when you leave it?

