R681 Rumination for 25th February, 2018
By KC Ung
The Theme: the Vicious Dogs at the Cross.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: …
For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me.
Psa. 22:16
The Thots.

Intro.: The Passover (See Rumination 680) and Psalm 22 have in view Christ’s Sufferings on the Cross.

At the Passover, the dogs were Silent when the Lord Passed through Egypt.
Exo. 11:7; 12:12

In Psalm 22, the dogs were Pictured, and Predicted to be, at the Cross of Christ.
The Dogs that “Surrounded” the Christ on the Cross.
A. The Mention of “dogs” twice in Psa. 22.
Psa. 22:16, 20, NIV

· Dogs have surrounded me; 

a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.
· Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.

1. Psalm 22 is Prophetic – 
a. My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? Uttered by Jesus on the cross.
22:1 cf.  Mt. 27:46

b. They part my garments… and cast lots upon my vesture quoted by John of Jesus.
22:18 cf. Jn. 19:23, 24
c. I will declare Thy name unto My brethren used by the writer to Hebrews of Jesus.22:22 cf. Heb. 2:10, 12  

2. Psalm 22 is Messianic
· Psalms speak of Christ – These are the words … in the Psalms, concerning Me.
Lk. 24:44

a. The cry of Jesus on the cross was that of the psalmist.
22:1 cf. Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34

b. The thirst of Jesus was that of the psalmist.
22:15 cf. Jn. 19:28

c. The wounds of Jesus were those of the psalmist.
22:16 cf. Jn. 20:25

3. Psalm 22 is Metaphoric – Metaphors are used of the Enemies of the Victim in the Psalm.


The enemies of the Cross were depicted as savage Creatures that surrounded the victim.


a. The Bulls of Bashan – strong bulls of Bashan encircle me
Psa. 22: 12, NIV


b. The Ravening and Roaring Lions.
Psa. 22:13, NIV

Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me.
Isa. 38:13 cf. I Pet. 5:8
c. The Surrounding and Seizing Dogs.
See #2 below.


For dogs have compassed me—Men who resemble dogs; harsh, snarling, fierce, ferocious. 

B. The Maiming of the Victim by the Dogs.

1. They Surrounded the Victim – 

Psa. 22:16, NIV


Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me.


i.e. Men who resemble dogs; savage, snarling, fierce, ferocious. 

a. Judas and a detachment of Soldiers and some officials from the chief priests 

and Pharisees Surrounded Him in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Jn. 18:3, NIV

b. The Sanhedrin officers surrounded Him in His trial before them. 


The chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, 


reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led Him away and handed him over to Pilate.   Mk. 15:1, NIV

c. The Roman Soldiers surrounded him to mock him as King of the Jews.

The…soldiers…knelt in front of Him and mocked Him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" 
 Mt. 27:27, 29, NIV

·  But at the Cross, He Stood alone! – All the disciples forsook Him, and fled.
 Mt. 26:56


God too had to forsake Him: My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? 
 Mt. 27:46

2. They Scarred the “Soul” of the Victim


Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.
Psa. 22:20

a. The Sword was lifted up against the Lord’s Fellow.
Zech. 13:7

b. The Son, God’s Darling, was not spared but delivered to the power of the dogs
.
Rom. 8:32
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.
c. His Spirit was committed to the Father – Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.
Lk. 23:46


Thus, the Son was delivered from “the hands” of the dogs to the hands of the Father. 

Con.  :  
The Dogs and their Companions at the Cross inflicted tremendous Sufferings and Pain 


on God’s Sacrifice for Sin for us.
See Reflections below

Deliver My soul from the sword; My darling from the power of the dog. 
Psa. 22:20, 21
In this year of the Dog, let us no more bring Him pain.

Phil. 3:8, 10

· Let us Count all things that hinder our relationship with Christ Jesus our Lord


as loss that we may WIN Him, and 

· Let us Count them but dung (cast them to the dogs),  that (we) may KNOW Him,


and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings,


being made conformable unto His death.
When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride.
Isaac Watts


REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 681

1. Apart from the Dogs, there are other animals mentioned in Psalm 22 that surrounded the victim and attacked him. They were the predicted enemies of the Cross and were depicted as Savage Creatures that Surrounded the Victim in Psalm 22, as follows:

The Bulls of Bashan
Psa. 22: 12, NIV
· They were the Strong bulls of Bashan – strong bulls of Bashan encircle me
· They Surrounded their Victim – Many bulls surround me.

These bulls were known for their Size, Strength, and Savageness,


 as were the men they represented, e.g.

Compare the Vicious Torture of Christ before His Crucifixion by the Roman Soldiers:
Matthew 27:26-31 (KJV)
· He was Scourged: …when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. 
· He was Stripped to Shame Him: Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto Him the whole band of soldiers. And they stripped Him
· He was given a Scarlet robe, Spit upon, Smitten on the head to mock Him: 
and put on Him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, and smote Him on the head. And after that they had mocked Him, they took the robe off from Him, and put His own raiment on Him…
· ​Finally He was led out to be Crucified on the Cross – and led him away to crucify Him. 

Indeed the Bulls of Bashan, representing the might of the Roman Soldiers which was made to bear on Him, culminated in His crucifixion on the Cross – the worst Chastisement that could ever be meted out to a Criminal. 
And Jesus was no Criminal! – He suffered all these for you and me. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down!

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;


Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.
Isaac Watts


REFLECT
2. 
There were also The Roaring Lions

Psa. 22:7

The Roaring lions were there to open their mouths to Deride or scorn the victim.

· I am become the reproach of men, and the despised among the people.
Psa. 22:6

· All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads:
Psa. 22:7, NIV

· He trusted in the Lord that he would deliver him; 
let him deliver him, since he delighted in him.
 22:8

Cf. The Roaring enemies who derided Christ:
Lk. 23:35-37

· The rulers also with them derided Him, saying…


He saved others; let Him save Himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

· And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming to Him, and offering Him vinegar,

And saying, If Thou be the king of the Jews, save Thyself.


And the Surrounding and Seizing Dogs.
See Rumination above.

For dogs have compassed me— Men who resemble dogs; harsh, snarling, fierce, ferocious. 

In the light of what Jesus suffered before and on the cross at the “hands” of the bulls of Bashan, the Roaring Lions and the Vile, Vicious Dogs, is it too much for Him to demand of us:  -- 
And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me? (Mt. 10:38)
What is His cross for you?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 

Why does the Simple Symbol of the Cross (even today) invite so much Enmity from the World?
