R680 Rumination for 18th February, 2018
By KC Ung
The Theme: the Silent Dogs at the Passover.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: …
Against…Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast.

Exo. 11:7
The Thots.

Intro.:  The Role of the Dogs re: the Passover – 

· The Passover was a Picture (type) of the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross.
I Cor. 5:7
· Consider the Part played by the Dogs in Israel when the Lord Passed-through Egypt.
Exo. 12:23
· They were Commanded to be silent by the Lord against Israel
Exo. 11:7a
Against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast.

· Their Conduct would Point to God’s Power.
Exo. 11:7b
That ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.



The Dogs that were Silenced so conspicuously…
Exo. 11:7

A. The Exceptional Happening – it did not make sense for a dog in Israel not to bark…

1. When the Lord Moved down on Egypt – a supernatural phenomenon!
Exo. 11:4

Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt: 

2. When the firstborn of Man and beasts died. Two points to be noted:
Exo. 11:5; 12:12
a. The Extent of the Visitation.

For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.

i. The Firstborn of Man Slain –

For Pharaoh’s Punishment and the People’s Participation in the crime of infanticide.
 Exo. 1:22 

Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river…
ii. The Firstborn of beasts Slain to demonstrate God’s power over the worship of beasts in Egypt;

The Fight against all the “Sacred” deities of Egypt –
each District had its own sacred animal as Deity.
b. The Egyptian Limitation:

i. Pharaoh’s command was to slay ALL the male children of the Israelites.
Exo. 1:22

Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.

ii. But Only ONE firstborn in each Egyptian family was slain by the Lord.
Exo. 11:5; 12:12

3. When a great Mayhem rose up in all of Egypt.
Exo. 11:6
And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, 
nor shall be like it any more.
4. When their other canine Members barked in Egypt. 
See #2 below.
a. The Evidence of God Working – The above was God’s distinctive Work.
Exo. 11:7
Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.
Exo. 11:7, NIV
i. The Patience of God was at its Peak after nine Plagues.
Exo. Chs. 7:14-11:1

ii. The Passing away of the firstborn in Egypt would be His last Punitive Plague.
Exo. 11:1,4, 5; 12:12

iii. The Passover was God Paving His way of redemption for His People. 
Exo. 11:1b; 12:13

b. The Escape for Israel that God was Providing
i. There was first a Release from slavery in Egypt.
Exo. 13:3, 4
Moses said… Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, 
out of  the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out from this place.
ii. There was a new Reckoning in God’s dealings with Israel.
Exo. 12:2
This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.
iii. The Recognition of Redemption by blood was a Required condition.
Exo. 12:13, 14

· Blood must be Shed and applied to provide for Shelter.
12:13a
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are….
· A Lamb without Blemish must be Slain.

…when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you…
B. The Enactment of the Passover in Israel required the dogs to be Silent.
See above.
C. The Enactment of the Lord’s Supper Requires His Saints to Praise Him in Worship. Lk. 19:37-40
1. Cf. The People Praised the Lord, their King, when He entered Jerusalem.
Lk. 19:37, 38
The whole multitude…began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works…

Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest
2. The Pharisees wanted the Lord to Silence the People who Praised Him.
Lk. 19:39
And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke Thy disciples. 
3. That would not be because the Stones themselves would not be Silent or hold their Peace….
He answered…them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.
4. Nor can the Saints this day as they remember Him!
I Cor. 11:26
 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
Could we refuse a song of praise, This Easter morn to sing?
Should we refuse, the very stones A song of praise would ring.
Grace H. Horr
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 680
1. In the Bible, whenever the “dog” appears it seems to be portrayed in a bad sense. 

Consider the text of Rumination 679 last Sunday.
A. The Dog is Vile and Vicious.
I Kgs. 22:37, 38; II Kgs. 9:35-37
B. The Dog returns to its Vomit to eat it up. 
II Pet. 2:19-22
C. The Dog walks the Street and Scavenges for food.
Psa. 59:6, 14, 15; I Kgs. 14:11; 22:38
D. The expression “Dead Dogs” is used to insult.
I Sam. 24:14; II Sam. 16:9

However, there is one occasion where the dog is referred to in its noble sense – 
more noble than those who are compared to it: [Consider the text in three translations]:
Job 30:1 (KJV) - 

But now they that are younger than I have me in derision, whose



 
fathers I would have disdained to have set with the dogs of my flock. 

Job 30:1 (HCSB) - 
But now they mock me, men younger than I am, whose fathers 



I would have refused to put with my sheep dogs. 

Job 30:1 (ESV) - 
But now they laugh at me, men who are younger than I, 



whose fathers I would have disdained to set with the dogs of my flock. 

Job held his sheep dogs in high regard. He considered his three so-called “friends” not even worthy to be put together with his sheep dogs. 

They had no respect for the more elderly people, like him
Cf. 1 Timothy 5:1
- Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; 


and the younger men as brethren;
Most likely, their parents did not teach them to do so (Job 30:8) - 



They were children of fools, yea, children of base men: they were viler than the earth. 

Cf. Deuteronomy 6:6-7 - And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine 

heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
Cf. Ephesians 6:1-3 
- Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy   father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)

That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 
Today do you know of children…

Who are disobedient and rude towards their parents, disrespectful towards elderly people, ridiculing them for not being as technologically advanced as they are, deriding and calling them names (perhaps even referring to them as dinosaurs), mocking them and laughing at them (for in their opinion) they are not at par with them?
When children misbehave in this way can it be attributed to the fault of the parents?

The Malays have an idiom “kurang ajar” referring to parents who do not bring up or teach their children well. The children’s behaviour is a reflection on their parents!

Such parents are not even worthy to be in the company of Job’s sheep dogs!

What do you think?

REFLECT.
2. On the same principle, we, who are children of God, must behave becomingly worthy of being God’s children. Thus, the Lord’s exhortation: Matthew 5:16 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
And here is something worthy of our reflection: Hebrews 12:6-8 (HCSB) 
for the Lord disciplines the one He loves and punishes every son He receives. 
Endure ⌊suffering⌋ as discipline: God is dealing with you as sons. For what son is there that a father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline—which all receive—
then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 
REFLECT

Points To Ponder: As a Parent, are you worthy to be among Job’s Sheep dogs (Job. 30:1)?
Note: For those interested in listening to the study of The Chinese New Year of the Dog, please visit: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages-pps/IGGC_2018-The-Year-of-The-Dog.ppsx
http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/Audio/IGGC_2018-The-Year-of-The-Dog.mp3

 HYPERLINK "http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/Audio/IGGC_2018-The-Year-of-The-Dog.mp3" 
