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The Theme: the Dog
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The Text: …
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.
Mt. 15:27
The Thots.
Intro. On Feb. 16, Christians of Chinese ethnicity Celebrate their Lunar New Year. 


  They regard this year as The Year of the Dog. What has the Bible to say about the Dog?
The Description of the Dog in Scripture.
A. The Dog is Vile and Vicious.

1. Dogs Licked the sores on Lazarus’ body and Limbs.
Lk.16:21
Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
2. Dogs licked up Ahab’s blood when he was Assassinated.
I Kgs. 22:37, 38 
So the king died… and the dogs licked up his blood.
3. Dogs Ripped up Jezebel’s dead body like Rubbish and devoured up her flesh.
II Kgs. 9:35-37, NKJV
And he said, "This is the word of the LORD, which He spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, 'On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; 

B. The Dog returns to its Vomit to eat it up. 
II Pet. 2:19-22
1. It refers to the Filthy, Foul "Followers" who go back to where they came out from.  
2:22
The dog is turned to his own vomit again
2. Those who Follow them are Fools returning to their Folly.
Pro. 26:11

As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly. 

· For if after they have Escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again Entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.
II Pet. 2:20
C. The Dog walks the Street and Scavenges for food.
1. Dogs are Streetwalkers, Searching the Streets for food.

Psa. 59:6,14, 15 
They return at evening: they make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city…


And at evening let them return; and let them make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city. 
Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge if they be not satisfied.
· But, we were Sinners, taken off the Streets to Sup in the Master's House.
Lk. 14:16, 21-24

The master of the house…said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind…For I say unto you, 
That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.
2. Dogs are Scavengers.
	
	They eat...
	
	We eat....
	

	a.
	Animal flesh thrown into the field. 
	Exo. 22:31
	at the King's table.
	II Sam. 9:10 ct. 8

	b.
	Human flesh
	I Kgs. 14:11; II Kgs. 9:36
	"the flesh" of the Lord
	Jn. 6:53, 54 

cf. v. 35

	c. 
	Blood

	I Kgs. 22:38 cf. Psa. 68:23
	"the blood" of the Lord.
	


· Note: We eat the flesh of the Son of Man…when we go to Him so that we may never hunger,



 and drink of His blood …when we believe on Him so that we may never thirst 

 in order that we may have eternal life.  (Jn. 6:35, 53, 54)

D. The Dead Dogs:
1. David was Insulted that Saul, the king of Israel hunted him as if he was a dead dog!
I Sam. 24:14
After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea
2. Abishai was Infuriated when he found Shimei cursing David, his king. He was a dead dog to him!

Then said Abishai…unto the king, Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? 
let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head.

II Sam. 16:9
3. Mephibosheth, when Invited to sup at the same table as David, regarded himself as a dead dog.
He…said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?

II Sam. 9:8
As Sinners we were Dead Dogs – we were Doubly Dead!
a. We were Dead: we were all Conceived in Sin – we were dead in trespasses and sin.

Eph. 2:1

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 


Psa. 51:5
b. We were Doubly Dead:  we also Committed Sin on our own– 

Rom. 3:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;


c. But today we have been Doubly Invited by the Master…
i. To Sup from His Table after His Rejection by the Jews.

Mt. 15:26-28
But He answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. 
And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. 
Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt
ii. To Sup at His Table of Remembrance.

I Cor. 10:16 
· The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
· As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.  
11:26
Not worthy, Lord, to gather up the crumbs With trembling hand that from Thy table fall,
A weary, heavy laden sinner comes To plead Thy promise and obey Thy call.

Edward H. Bickersteth

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R679

This week two significant events are celebrated by many people throughout the world. Many young couples will be celebrating what they refer to as the Day of Love – Valentine’s Day on 14th Feb., and the Chinese will be celebrating their New Year of the Dog on 16th February.
1. Feb. 14 may be celebrated as Valentine’s Day, but let me introduce you to the Divine Day of Love instead.  This is the day when we Commemorate the time when…

· God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.
Jn. 3:16, NKJV
· God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 
Rom. 5:8

· …not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.
I Jn. 4:10

Valentine’s Day celebrates the mutual love between two; Divine Love commemorates God’s Love for us when we do not even know Him, and may even reject Him yet He still loves us. And He expressed this love to us in sending His Son, Jesus Christ to bear our sin penalty so that we might be free. 
Can you find greater love than this? This is a good day to accept His love.

REFLECT.
2. The Chinese often are taken up with the zodiac forecast of their personality by referring to the zodiac animal of the year.  This year is the Year of the Dog. Here is a typical forecast:

People born in the Year of the Dog are usually independent, sincere, loyal and decisive according to Chinese zodiac analysis. They are not afraid of difficulties in daily life. These shining characteristics make them have harmonious relationship with people around.
 Strengths - Valiant, loyal, responsible, clever, courageous, lively

Weaknesses - Sensitive, conservative, stubborn, emotional

[From https://www.travelchinaguide.com/intro/social_customs/zodiac/dog.htm]
The Bible does not encourage any Christian to consult such horoscope predictions. In fact, scriptures condemn such practices as abominations – (Deut. 18:10-14)
 10  There shall not be found among you any one that…useth divination, or an observer of times,11 …or a necromancer. 12  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 13  Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. 14  For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do. 

Dogs are well-featured in the Bible. On most occasions they appear bad. Thus, metaphorically…

1) Behave not as those Dumb Dogs. 
Isa. 56:10
His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; 
In this year of the Dog…

a. Let us Watch and not be Silent – Worship and Sing Praises unto the Lord.
Col. 4:2
Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving. 


b. Let us Watch and Serve – 
II Tim. 4:5
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry. 


c. Let us Watch and Supplicate – Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.
Mk. 14:38
d. Let us Watch and Stand Fast – Watch ye, stand fast in the faith…be strong.  
I Cor. 16:13
2) Be not as Sleeping Dogs, Lying down and Loving to Slumber.
Isa. 56:10


His watchmen…are all…dogs…sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

a. Therefore let us not Sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be Sober. 
I Thes. 5:6
b. Watch, the Master may come Soon.
Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh…
Mk. 13:35
· And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now 
is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 
· Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 
Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering 
and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.


Rom. 13:11-14
Points To Ponder: In this Chinese New Year of the Dog, the Puppy Love of Valentine’s Day 
can never Ever be better than the Eternal Love of the Divine Day that God Extends to all.
Wishing all A Blessed and Prosperous (Gen. 39:3; Josh. 1:8; Psa. 1:3)
Chinese New Year from My Wife, and Me.
