R676 Rumination for 21st January, 2018
By KC Ung
The Theme: The Tree
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The Text: Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24
The Thots:
A. Adam and Eve At the Tree.
Gen. 2:16, 17a
The LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
1. The Presence of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eden.

2:16
2. The Prohibition Concerning the tree – of the tree…thou shalt not eat of it.


2:17a
3. The Penalty Connected with the tree – in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
2:17b
4. The Temptation Cropping up at the tree:
a. Satan’s Provocation of the Woman: 
Gen. 3:1-4

Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

3:1
b. The Serpent’s (Satan’s) Pretext in twisting God’s Word:
Gen. 3:4, 5
The serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
c. Eve’s Submission to her Lusts Similar to those of the “World”:
i. Her Selfish Lusts:
3:6a cf. I Jn. 2:16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life…
The Lust of the Flesh – the tree was good for food
The Lust of the Eyes – it was pleasant to the eyes
The Pride of Life – and a tree to be desired to make one wise
ii. Eve Shared the fruit with Adam who was Standing nearby and who should have Stopped her. 3:6b

…and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 



iii. Both Sinned against God’s Commandment.

Leading to all their Seed being Condemned also –
Rom. 3:23; 6:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God…and the wages of sin is death.
· Thus, at the Tree in the Garden of Eden…by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
Rom. 5:12
B. Zacchaeus Up into a Sycamore Tree
Lk. 19:1-4 
1. Zacchaeus was Anxious – he sought to see Jesus who He was.

19:3
2. He “Ascended” up into a sycomore tree to see Him

19:4
3. On the tree, he was Amazed at Jesus’ Response when He Sighted him:

19:5
Jesus…looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down;
for to day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received Him joyfully.
4. He Admitted that he was a sinner and Repented, Resolving…
Lk. 19:8 

…that the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man 
by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.

5. The Lord’s Answer – He Rejoiced over this sinner who Repented!
Lk. 19:9-10 
This day is salvation come to this house…the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
· Jesus first Sighted Zacchaeus up on the tree, Spoke to him of Salvation at his house and he was Saved!
C. Nathanael Under the Tree

1. Jesus Found Philip and asked him to Follow Him. Later Philip went to Find Nathanael.
Jn. 1:43, 45
Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow Me.
Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith…We have found Him, of whom Moses…did write, Jesus of Nazareth.
2. Nathanael then went to Find Jesus though doubting if He could be the Messiah being from Nazareth.
Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?
1:46

3. He was surprised to Find that Jesus had already Located him, when he was under the tree even before he came – Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee
1:48, 50
4. Nathanael’s Final Conviction and Conversion that Jesus was the Messiah.
1:49-50
· Nathanael answered and saith unto Him, Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, 
believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these. 
5. Christ, the Future “Ladder” Linking heaven to earth as Jacob saw in his dream.
1:51
And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.
Cf. Gen. 28:12
E. Jesus on the Tree.
I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…by whose stripes ye were healed.

1. The Symbol of the Tree – the Crucifixion on the Cross.
Gal. 6:14 

…the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom the world is Crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
2. Jesus, our Substitute and Sin-bearer – His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree
3. Jesus our Saviour from Sin –  by whose stripes ye were healed
· Jesus died on the tree as our Substitute, Sin-bearer and Saviour from our Sins.
O, can it be, upon a tree, The Savior died for me?


My soul is thrilled, my heart is filled, To think He died for me!        John Newton
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 676

1. Abimelech (son of Gideon’s concubine), conspired with the Shechemites to slaughter his (father’s [Gideon’s]) 70 half-brothers (but Jotham escaped) to make him king. [Jud. 9:1-6]
Later Jotham managed to return to speak to the Shechemites from a rock ledge: (Jud. 9:7)
Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God may hearken unto you. 

He appealed to them by telling them a fable of trees:
Jud. 9:8-15 
The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us. 9 But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 10 And the trees said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us. 11 But the fig tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees? 12 Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us. 13 And the vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 14 Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. 15 And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.

Consider the comments regarding Jotham’s fable extracted from “The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty”:
The major point of Jotham's parable was that only worthless people seek to lord it over others, for worthy individuals are too busy in useful tasks to seek such places of authority. The features of the parable are clear. The trees were seeking a king, but were turned down, in turn, by (a) the olive tree (v. 8), the most ancient of trees which is busy producing oil to be used to honor both gods and men (v. 9); (b) the fig tree (v. 10), the most common of trees in Israel whose fruit is a staple food (v. 11); and (c) the vine (v. 12), whose vintage produces wine which cheers both gods (i.e., in libations) and men (v. 13). In desperation the trees invited the thornbush (the buckthorn or bramblebush was used to kindle cooking fires in the wilderness areas of Palestine) to be their king (v. 14). The qualified acceptance by the thornbush was conditioned on the trees taking refuge in its shade (v. 15). Jotham employed extreme irony in this statement, for the puny thornbush at the foot of other trees scarcely casts a shadow. The threat of fire coming out of the thornbush, however, was real for farmers feared the wildfires that could spread quickly through the dried tinder of thornbushes.

Do you think if the above situation that was prevalent a few thousand years ago (c. 1108-1105 b.c.) is still prevalent today in many countries? The argument used was the advantage of the rule of one person to that of seventy… , the Shechemites furnished him with money out of the treasure of Baal-berith, with which Abimelech hired desperate men and, returning to Ophrah with them, killed all his brothers save Jotham. 
Abimelech received corrupt money to give his cronies to do the dirty work for him that he might be elected king later by the Shechemites. 
What kind of leaders do you have in your own country? Are there Abimelechs caring selfishly more for themselves and their partners (the Shechemites) than for the welfare of the people? What is your attitude in face of such a situation?
REFLECT

2. In many countries, some of these injustice and misjudgments are heaped upon innocent Christians, men, women and children so much so that many are challenged to prove if there is God in the lives of these who suffer while their persecutors rule in such complacency. 
The question is often asked: Is there a God; if so, where is He? 
Judgment against Abimelech was not long delayed, for in three years “God sent an evil spirit between” him “and the men of Shechem,” and they “dealt treacherously with Abimelech” (Judges 9:23). They caused ambushes to be laid in the mountains and robbed all that passed. 
The design was, probably, to bring the government into discredit by allowing such lawlessness, or to waylay Abimelech himself…

At last the fate predicted by Jotham (Judges 9:20) overtook Abimelech. He went from Shechem to Thebez, besieged the town, and took it. This town possessed a strong tower, and in this the inhabitants took refuge. When Abimelech approached the door to set it on fire a woman threw a piece of millstone (the upper millstone) upon him, crushing his skull. Seeing that he was mortally wounded, he called upon his armor-bearer to thrust him through with a sword, lest it should be said, “A woman slew him” (Judges 9:54). After Abimelech’s death his army was dissolved. “Thus God repaid the wickedness of Abimelech, which he had done to his father, in killing his seventy brothers” (Judges 9:56).

Consider the above comments taken from The New Unger's Bible Dictionary concerning the end of Abimelech and decide for yourself if there is God and if He is in control of what is happening in your country.
Behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out. 
(Num. 32:23)
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: Are you a Thorn or a Tree in the world you live in today?
