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The Theme: The New Song
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The Text: Sing unto Him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
Psa. 33:3
The Thots:

Intro.:  
Last week we meditated on The New Man. This week this New Man Sings the New Song.
A. The Significance of the New Song.
1. The Old Songsters and the expression “to change one’s tune”.
Wandering Minstrels in the Middle Ages most probably would have to “change their tunes”
as they travelled from court to court to entertain the various barons with their “new songs”.

2. The New Song in the O.T. is chādāš šiyr in Hebrew  - Sing unto Him a new song
Psa. 33:3
a. New (ḥādāsh)
​Strong
i. From chadash (new) = fresh, new thing.
Strong
ii. It often indicates something new in the sense of "never seen or done before." 
It appears in Ezekiel 18:31, for example: "Cast away from you all your transgressions, 
whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit."
J.D. Watson
iii. It is Suggested that its original form is Shuwr (I Sam. 18:6) linked with Strolling minstrels.
Strong
b. Song (Šiyr)
i. A type of lyrical song or religious song. It also appears several times in Ezra and Nehemiah
to refer to songs of Levitical choirs. In Nehemiah 12:46, for example, Nehemiah
recounts that in David's day music directors led "songs of praise."
J.D. Watson

ii. from (shiyr); a song; abstract singing.
Strong
B. The Seven New Songs in the Old Testament.

1. Psalm 33:3 – 
Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise. 
2. Psalm 40:3  - 
And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: 


many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD. 

3. Psalm 96:1 – 
O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. 

4. Psalm 98:1 – 
Sing unto the LORD a new song; for He hath done marvellous things: 

His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory. 

5. Psalm 144:9  -
I will sing a new song unto Thee, O God: upon a psaltery 

and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto Thee. 

6. Psalm 149:1-
Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, 

and His praise in the congregation of saints. 
7. Isaiah 42:10 –
Sing unto the LORD a new song, and His praise from the end of the earth, 

ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 

C. The Two New Songs in the New Testament.

1. Revelation 5:9 –
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 

and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 

by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 
2. Revelation 14:3 – And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, 
and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 

It is an old song and yet ever new:

Let us sing the old, old story of Jesus, our Lord and His Love for us this day even as we remember Him.

There is a story sweet to hear, I love to tell it, too:

It fills my heart with hope and cheer, ’Tis old, yet ever new.

’Tis old yet ever new; ’Tis old yet ever new;


I know, I feel it’s true: ’Tis old but ever new.
William A. Williams
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
’Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.
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1. Let us look at two songs in the Bible – one is the first song ever composed in scripture and perhaps even in history. It was the song of Moses (Exo. 15:1-19). 
Who composed it? Most probably Moses himself. Also see Deut. 32:1-43; Psa. 90. 

Consider the contents of these songs. They are rich with declarations regarding:

The Person of God – His Character and Attributes.
Exo. 15:2, 3, 11, 14-16, 18
The Power of God – To Defend His People and Defeat their enemies


15:1, 4-10

The Promises of God – He will fulfil His Covenant Promises to His People. 
15:17

The Perpetuity of God’s Reign – He will be Victorious at the end.


15:18
Now compare the last song of Moses recorded in the Scriptures – Rev. 15:3, 4

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; 
just and true are thy ways, Thou King of saints.
 Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? for Thou only art holy:
for all nations shall come and worship before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest.

This last song to be sung will be in heaven – and it is going to be a combined song of Moses and of the Lamb. Both are songs of Redemption. 
The Song of Moses could be the Song sung when God’s people were redeemed from the bondage in Egypt as recorded for us in Exo. 15.

The Song of the Lamb could be the Song sung by those redeemed by the precious blood of the Lamb as recorded in Rev. 5:9-14 (NKJV)
And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth." Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!"  And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!" Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 

Compare and contrast these two songs – the Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb – with the contemporary songs of today. 

Are the modern songs sung in today’s churches, and perhaps, even those which are the craze of many youthful Christians, anywhere near the contents and quality of the lyrics of these songs recorded for us in Scripture? 
What mainly form the focus of these scripture songs even compared to some of the claims of the so-called scriptures in songs? Do the songs heighten our emotions and sentiments or do they, as the songs in scripture, lead us to a reverential awe of God and His attributes with their many sacred references to God with regard to His Person, His Power, His Promises, His Presence, etc.? Do they focus on God or on us per se?
 
REFLECT.
2. What kind of songs should Christians sing today even when in church gatherings?

As a guide, the scripture has this to say: 
Eph. 5:19 - 
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 


singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

Col. 3:16 – 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and


admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
Note the Word of Christ and His Lordship and singing to the Lord are most prominent in the scripture songs we should be singing, speaking, teaching and admonishing with grace one another!  Are the songs we sing helping us to speak to one another as unto the Lord when we come together in church? 
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 

When we Sing do we pay attention to the Words or just are Mindful of the Music?
