R659 (R66) Rumination for 24 July, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
The Shepherd
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The Text:  
The LORD is my Shepherd.
Psa. 23:1

The Thots: 


A. The Person Who is my Shepherd – The LORD is my shepherd
Psa. 23:1
1. God is the Shepherd of Israel – …O Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock. Psa. 80:1
2. The Messiah Who shall come in the future will be a Shepherd.
Isa. 40:10, 11
Behold, the Lord GOD will come… He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs 

with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.
3. Christ is the Shepherd of the Church:


a. As the Good Shepherd He Redeemed and Recognises His Sheep.
John 10:11, 14


I am the Good Shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep…


I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.

b. As the Great Shepherd He Refreshes His Saints for Service unto God.
Heb. 13:20, 21


He makes it possible for God to make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.

c. As the Chief Shepherd He will Reward His under-Shepherds.

I Pet. 5:4


When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

B. He is the Seeking Shepherd.
Lk. 15:4-7
1. He Seeks after that which is lost including all the publicans and sinners.
15:4 cf. v.1

He would even Leave the ninety and nine…just persons, which need no repentance. 15:4 cf. 7

2. He Spares no effort to go after that which is Lost until he find(s) it. 
15:4b

Though it be only one Lost sheep it is still precious to him.

3. Then there Shall be joy in heaven when the lost sheep is found.
15:6, 7


He calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, 


“Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.”

4. The Soul that repents brings joy; the 99 Sinners that repent not, do not!
15:7

C. He is the Sacrificing Shepherd.
Jn. 10:11

Christ is the Shepherd and His relationship to the sheep is presented under three figures:-

1. He is the God-sent Shepherd of the flock. 


Only to Him will the Gatekeeper open the Gate – not to a robber or thief.
10:1-4


2. He is the Gate by whom the sheep enter.
10:7-9
I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
a. They can go into the Pen where they are Provided for and Protected.

b. They can go out into the field to find Pasture.

3. He is the Good Shepherd.

a. The good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.
10:11

Unlike the hireling who seeks to save his life and sacrifice his sheep.
10:12, 13

b. I am the good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.
He knows His sheep and the sheep know Him.


· So the Good Shepherd Sacrificed His Life for the Sheep in the fold (Jews/Israel)


and for the other sheep not of this fold (Gentiles):
10:16
i. the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.
10:11

ii. I lay down My life for the sheep.

10:15

iii. I lay down My life, that I might take it again.
10:17

iv. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.
10:18

· that there shall be one flock (the Church of Jews and Gentiles), and one Shepherd.
10:16, NKJV
Thus, on this day, let us remember the Lord Who is our Shepherd (Psa. 23:1)

the Good Shepherd Who Sought after the Sheep (Lk. 15:4-7)

and Sacrificed His life for the Sheep. (Jn. 10:11)

We’ll sing of the Shepherd that died, That died for the sake of the flock!

His love to the utmost was tried, But firmly endured as a rock.

When blood from a victim must flow, This Shepherd by pity, was led

To stand between us and the foe, And willingly die in our stead.

Our song then for ever shall be Of the Shepherd Who gave Himself thus,

No subject’s so glorious as He; No theme’s so affecting to us.




T. Kelly
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 659
1. It is interesting to note that Jesus announced Himself to be the Door twice in this text (Jn. 10:7-16)
Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. (Jn. 10:7, 9)
He also announced Himself as the Good Shepherd twice:
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. (Jn. 10:11)
Jesus claimed to be the Door of the Sheep. The Sheep metaphorically would be the Sinner, be the person a Jew (the one whom He was speaking to then) or a non-Jew (a Gentile, who might be standing nearby). The Jews would be in His Sheep Fold with the Fence of Judaism keeping them in, whereas the Gentiles would be outside the fold.

The Gentiles, unlike the Jews, would be those who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands....without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world (Eph. 2:11, 12). In contrast to the Jews they were outside the fold or outside the enclosure of Judaism, and in Paganism.
Thus Jesus said: And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd. (Jn. 10:16, NKJV)

The Jews were in the Fold enclosed by the perimeter of Judaism and Legalism.

The Gentiles were outside the Fold, living in and under sin. They were pagans without God and without hope. These were the other sheep I have which are not of this fold. (Jn. 10:16).
Thus, Jesus announced Himself to be the Door of the sheep not only for the Jews to come out of their Fold, but also the Door for the Gentiles so that by Him if any man enter in, he shall be saved. But enter in where?

Jesus would lead the Jews out of their Fold to become members of His Flock together with the Gentiles whom He would also bring into His Flock, so that there will be one Flock, and one shepherd (Jn. 10:16b, NKJV). What is the difference between a Flock and a Fold?

A Fold has a Fence that keeps the sheep in whereas a Flock refers more to the Centre (the Shepherd) that holds the sheep together without an external perimeter. 

With the Fold, all are drawn together by their relationship with the Shepherd Who knows His Sheep and in turn they know His voice and follow Him. (Jn. 10:14)
This is made possible because Jesus is the Good Shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep and the good shepherd…know(s) (His) sheep, and (is) known of (His).
Today in the Flock there is neither Jew nor Greek [Gentile], there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. Are you a sheep in this Flock and if you are, are you bringing others who are not, to be part of it?
REFLECT
2. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, but there are also false shepherds around. The Lord referred to them as: 

· a thief and a robber (Jn. 10:1, 8, 10) – he that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, 


but climbeth up some other way…

This so-called shepherd does not know the Good Shepherd and His Gospel. He seeks only to exploit the sheep. He is not even a sheep in the Fold or Flock to begin with. He is the thief (that) cometh …to steal, and to kill, and to destroy (the sheep), robbing them of their money and their morals, killing their faith in the Good Shepherd and destroying their assurance and confidence in Him…
· an hireling (or a hired worker) (Jn. 10:12, 13) – he that…seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep!
Are there such pastors (shepherds) of the church today– more interested in their Salaries than the care of their Sheep? Why are Christians still following them? What are their attractive points in contrast to what the True Shepherd offers?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Are all Pastors Pasteurised against vice, corruption and the devil’s devices?
