R649 (R63) Rumination for 16 July, 2017

The Theme: 
Remember Zion


The Text:  
When we remembered Zion.
Psa. 137:1
The Thots: 

This year Israel Celebrates the 50th (Jubilee) Anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem.  See Reflections below.
Consider Zion which is Connected with Jerusalem, the City of David.
I Chr. 11:5; Psa. 2:6; Isa. 2:3
A. Israel Remembered Zion, and Wept.
We wept, when we remembered Zion.
Psa. 137:1-4
1. They hanged up their harps in Sorrow.
We hanged our harps upon the willows

137:2

2. Their captors requested them to Sing.
”Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”

137:3

3. They could not sing the Lord’s Song.
How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?
137:4

B. Israel asked that they not forget Zion, and Vowed
Psa. 137:5, 7

1. If they forgot, let them lose their skill in Music
137:5


If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.

2. If they did not remember, let them be Mute.
137:6


If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.

C. Israel Pleaded that their enemies be Vanquished.

1. They Pleaded with God to Punish the Edomites who sought to raze Zion to the ground.
137:7

Remember, O LORD…Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, Rase it, even to the foundation… 
2. They Besought God to destroy Babylon who sought to destroy them.
137:8, 9
O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.
D. Israel will be remembered on Mount Zion, and shout in Victory!
Rev. 14:1-3

The Father’s Name is written on their Foreheads – they are remembered.

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him 

an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.

1. They Remain no more in a strange land – they are on Mount Zion!
14:1


Lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand.

2. They are the Redeemed from the earth; they are no more captives!
14:3


The hundred and forty and four thousand, which were Redeemed from the earth

3. They Rejoice with their harps – their harps no more hang on the willows.
14:2


I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps.

4. Their Refrain is ever the new song that only they can sing.
14:3

a. It is the Song of the Lord.

cf. Psa. 137:4

b. It is the Song of Moses – the Song of Redemption from the Land of Egypt.
15:3 cf. Exo. Ch. 15

c. It is the Song of the Lamb:


15:3

      Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.

E. The Church will Revere on Mount Zion and they are on their way.
Heb. 12:22-24, 28

Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.
12:22, 23

1. For Company, the Church will have angels and spirits of men made perfect.
12:22-23

2. The City they are going to is that of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.
12:22

3. The Covenant that makes it possible is through the blood of Jesus.
12:24

4. The Commitment for now

12:28


 Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

a. Let us Rejoice in His grace – 

Rom. 5:2


We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

b. Let us Render service, i.e. worship God acceptably with reverence and awe
12:28, NIV

Serve (Gk. latreuo) = to minister (to God), i.e. render religious homage:--serve, do the service, worship

i. Let us harp with Music in our hearts in Reverence of Him.
Cf. Psa. 137:5

ii. Let us not be Mute in our Remembrance of Him.
Cf. Psa. 137:6

iii. Let us in Mind and spirit Remember Jesus as we take of the Cup of the Covenant.
I Cor. 11:25


"This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Come, ye that love the Lord, and let your joys be known.

Join in a song with sweet accord, and thus surround the throne.

Let those who refuse to sing Who never knew our God;

But children of the heavenly king, Must speak their joys abroad.

We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, beautiful Zion;


We’re marching upward to Zion, The beautiful city of God. 
Dr. Waltz

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R649

1. Jerusalem bears great significance both to Israel and the Church.
See Ruminations above.

To Israel, Jerusalem is regarded as their eternal City and Capital. 

To the Church, Zion is the Heavenly Jerusalem.
Heb.  12:22-24

This year Israel Celebrated Jerusalem Day (Yom Yerushalayim) as their 50th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem, regarded as their eternal capital. Here is a write-up of the historical background of the day from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem_Day.

Jerusalem Day (Hebrew: יום ירושלים‎‎, Yom Yerushalayim) is an Israeli national holiday commemorating the reunification of Jerusalem and the establishment of Israeli control over the Old City in the aftermath of the June 1967 Six-Day War. The day is officially marked by state ceremonies and memorial services.

Historical background

Under the 1947 UN Partition Plan, which proposed the establishment of two states in the British Mandate of Palestine – a Jewish state and an Arab state – Jerusalem was to be an international city, neither exclusively Arab nor Jewish for a period of ten years, at which point a referendum would be held by Jerusalem residents to determine which country to join. The Jewish leadership accepted the plan, including the internationalization of Jerusalem, but the Arabs rejected the proposal.
As soon as Israel declared its independence in 1948, it was attacked by its Arab neighbours. Jordan took over East Jerusalem and the Old City. Israeli forces made a concerted attempt to dislodge them, but were unable to do so. By the end of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War Jerusalem was left divided between Israel and Jordan. The Old City and East Jerusalem continued to be occupied by Jordan, and the Jewish residents were forced out…
This state of affairs changed in 1967 as a result of the Six-Day War. Before the start of the war, Israel sent a message to King Hussein of Jordan saying that Israel would not attack Jerusalem or the West Bank as long as the Jordanian front remained quiet. Urged by Egyptian pressure and based on deceptive intelligence reports, Jordan began shelling civilian locations in Israel to which Israel responded on June 6 by opening the eastern front. The following day, June 7, 1967 (28 Iyar 5727), Israel captured the Old City of Jerusalem.

Later that day, Defense Minister Moshe Dayan declared what is often quoted during Yom Yerushalayim: 
This morning, the Israel Defense Forces liberated Jerusalem. We have united Jerusalem, the divided capital of Israel. We have returned to the holiest of our holy places, never to part from it again. To our Arab neighbors we extend, also at this hour—and with added emphasis at this hour—our hand in peace. And to our Christian and Muslim fellow citizens, we solemnly promise full religious freedom and rights. We did not come to Jerusalem for the sake of other peoples' holy places, and not to interfere with the adherents of other faiths, but in order to safeguard its entirety, and to live there together with others, in unity. 

The war ended with a ceasefire on June 11, 1967.
Celebrations

On May 12, 1968, the government proclaimed a new holiday – Jerusalem Day – to be celebrated on the 28th of Iyar, the Hebrew date on which the divided city of Jerusalem became one. On March 23, 1998, the Knesset passed the Jerusalem Day Law, making the day a national holiday.

------------------------------

Jerusalem and its temple were destroyed by King Nebuchanezzar on 28 Aug. 587BC. They were further razed to the ground in 70AD by the Romans after they were rebuilt. In 14 May, 1948 Israel was declared an independent nation, and in June 11, 1967 Jerusalem Day was declared. 

Would and did Jerusalem enjoy peace after that? No, further tribulation is forthcoming:-  “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about…And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.” Zech. 12:2, 3

It will be invaded by surrounding nations and great calamities will befall it (Zech. 14:4-5a) until the Lord comes to deliver it (14:5b). Then only will Jerusalem ever have peace. (14:8-11)
As you see and follow the events happening in Jerusalem today, do you not believe what is yet to be fulfilled will be fulfilled in the near future?
REFLECT.
2. Revelation 21:1-3 (NKJV) 

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth…then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God…and I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.”
Will you be part of God’s people and a citizen of the New Jerusalem in eternity? 

REFLECT.  

Points To Ponder: To know if the Bible is truly the inspired Word of God, one just has to look at its prophecies concerning the Jews and Jerusalem.
