R645 (R69) Rumination for 18 June, 2017 -   [A Father’s Day Rumination]
The Theme: 
Father…My God…Father

The Text:  
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:34
The Thots: 


Intro: When Jesus was on the Cross, He uttered Seven Sayings:

The first was: Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
Lk. 23:34

The middle one was: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken Me?
Mt. 27:46

The last one was: Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit:
Lk. 23:46

A. Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:34
1. Did Judas not know, when He said: Hail, master; and kissed Him?
Mt. 26:49

Then why did he plot earlier: Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: hold Him fast.
Mt. 26:48

2. Did the Jews and chief priests not know, when they cried out, Crucify Him, crucify Him?
Jn. 19:6

Then why did they answer Pilate…He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God. Jn. 19:7

3. Did Pilate not know, when delivered he Him … unto them to be crucified?
Jn. 19:16

Then why did he proclaim later: Take ye Him, and crucify Him: for I find no fault in Him.
Jn. 19:6



Did they not know? They knew! Yet the Victim Son pleaded for the Father’s Love to forgive!



The Son was prepared to suffer the requirement of the law…

Cf. Jn. 19:7



that the Father might be justified to forgive those who betrayed and crucified Him


B. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Mt. 27:46
1. Because as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up
Jn. 3:14

a. The “Son of Man” was “made” the “Serpent” (the Symbol of Sin) on the cross.

b. For He hath made Him to be Sin for us, who knew no sin; 

II Cor. 5:21a

that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him

II Cor. 5:21b
2. Because He Himself was bearing our sins in His own body on the tree,
I Pet. 2:24a

 that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. I Pet. 2:24b



The Father of Love must now be the God of Judgment vis-à-vis His Son 

Who was bearing the sins of the whole world upon His shoulders on the tree!

C. Father, into thy hands I commend My spirit.

Lk. 23:46
That was the last saying of the Son on the cross. “God” was again His “Father”. He could say that because…
1. He had accomplished the work He Came to do: to be the Mediator between God and Men.


For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and Men, the Man Christ Jesus
I Tim. 2:5

It is finished was His cry.


Jn. 19:30

2. He had Commended God’s love towards the world.


God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8

3. The Son is now back in favour with His Father from Whom He Came.
Jn. 16:28

I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 

and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 


to the glory of God the Father.
Phil 2:9-11
4. And for us, because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 



Abba, Father.

Gal. 4:6
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: I Jn. 3:1

· Let us remember that all this has been made possible because of…

1) the love of the Father Who loved us and gave His only begotten Son for us.
Jn. 3:16

2) the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20

· Let us therefore this Father’s day  and on this Lord’s Day 


Revere the Father and Remember the Son as He had told us to:
I Cor. 11:24

this do in remembrance of Me.

Father! We, Thy children, bless Thee, For Thy love on us bestowed:

As our Father we address Thee, Called to be the sons of God.

Wondrous was Thy love in giving Jesus for our sins to die;

Wondrous was His grace in leaving, For our sakes, His home on high.


Dr. Tregelles

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R645
1. When Jesus Resurrected from the Grave, among His first words were those addressed to Mary Magdalene who visited His grave at first light on Sunday morning. She was disappointed to find an empty grave and thought that someone had stolen the body of her Lord. She was so sad that she failed to recognise the Lord when He appeared behind her. 
It was only when she called out her name that she recalled and remembered the Lord.
Her sadness turned to joy and the Lord spoke to her these loving and amazing words:

John 20:11-18
Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended to My Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God. Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things unto her.
Only Christ’s God, hence, the Christian’s God (not even the Jews’ Jehovah) would allow anyone to address Him “Father” because only Jesus Christ, His Son could ever say:  
I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God. 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. (Jn. 14:6)
It is no wonder then that Apostle John called his readers to: Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  (I Jn. 3:1, NKJV) 

As His Redeemed ones, and with His Holy Spirit indwelling us, we can now call God: Father – For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father!” The Spirit Himself testifies together with our spirit that we are God’s children. (Rom. 8:15, 16, HCSB)
Today, on this Father’s Day, let us all treasure the amazing and astounding grace of God to allow us to call Him “Father”  that reminds us of His Love for us to adopt us as His children. Can we sincerely from our hearts say anew, “Thank You, God, our Father”. 


Let us do it, here and now – and mean it!
REFLECT.
2. Here is an article in Malay Mail online paper quoting a survey of what fathers in Malaysia and elsewhere received on Father’s Day:
PETALING JAYA, June 13 ― A survey found that Malaysian fathers are among those who often received nothing for Father’s Day.

According to The Star, the study, by vacation rental company Home Away, found that family holidays, dinner or tech gadgets topped the wish list of dads for Father’s Day.

“When asked about the gifts they had received over the years, it was shocking that half of the dads surveyed said they had most commonly received nothing for Father’s Day,” the company said in a statement.

According to the survey, more than 70 per cent of Malaysian fathers surveyed hoped to travel more with their loved ones, while over 30 per cent admitted that they put in more effort into celebrating Mother’s Day compared to Father’s Day.

The survey also found that over 20 per cent do not celebrate Father’s Day.
Father’s Day will be celebrated this Sunday, June 18.
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/survey-malaysian-dads-often-receive-nothing-for-fathers-day
What are you giving your Father on Father’s Day?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: No one can ever come to or call God "Father" without going 

through His Son. (Jn. 14:6)
