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The Theme: 
O Fools
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The Text: 
O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken

Lk. 24:25 
The Thots: 

Intro.: Yesterday was April 1st, regarded universally as April Fools’ Day.


The two disciples on the way to Emmaus were called “fools” (KJV)/”foolish” (NIV, NRSV) by Jesus.

A. What does it mean to be a Fool?  To be a Fool is to be unwise. It is the opposite of wise. 
Thus…
1. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.
Rom. 1:22
2. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, 

let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 

I Cor. 3:18
3. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ.
I Cor. 4:10
4. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.
Eph. 5:15
B. What does it take to be a Fool?
To be slow or not to believe.
1. The Fool Says in his heart, "There is no God."
Psa. 14:1; 53:1 NIV

2. The Fool Sins and knows not. He makes a mock at Sin.
Pro. 14:9

3. The Fool is Slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.
Lk. 24:25
C. What have the Prophets Spoken?

Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?
Lk. 24:26


Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently…


Searching … beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow
I Pet. 1:10, 11
1. Christ’s Sufferings (and Sorrows) as Foretold in the Psalm.
Psa. 22:1-21

a. His Physical Sufferings.




i. I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: 
Psa. 22:14
ii. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws.

22:15

iii. They pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones.

22:16, 17
b. His Social Sufferings:

i. I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.

22:6
ii. All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip.

22:7a

iii. They shake the head, saying, He trusted on the LORD that He would deliver him:


let Him deliver him, seeing He delighted in him.

22:7b, 8

c. His Mental Sufferings:

i. O my God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest not; and in the night season.

22:2
ii. But be not Thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste Thee to help me.

22:19
d. His Spiritual Sufferings:

i. My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me? 

22:1

ii. Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.

22:20

iii. Save me from the lion's mouth.

22:21 cf. I Pet. 5:8
2. Christ’s Glory that Follows

Psa. 22:22-30
a. For the kingdom is the LORD'S: and He is the governor among the nations.
22:28

b. All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: 


all they that go down to the dust shall bow before Him:
22:29

c. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: 


and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee.
22:27

Con.: 
How the “Fools” became Wise:


And it came to pass, as He (Jesus) sat at meat with them, He took bread, and blessed it, 


and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew Him.
Lk. 24:30, 31
On this Lord’s Day, let us be Wise to believe all that the Prophets have spoken about Him.
As we break the bread and drink of the cup, may our eyes be opened to know Him.

Let us Remember and let us Worship Him, not as fools, but as wise. 
Eph. 5:16

The first of April, some do say, Is set apart for All Fools' Day.


But why the people call it so, Nor I, nor they themselves do know.


But on this day are people sent On purpose for pure merriment. 
-- Poor Robin's Almanac (1790)


But for us who know the Lord, This first day of the week means a lot – 

It is ever a day of reverent purpose: Our Lord to remember, worship and put in focus.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 634
1. April Fools' Day (sometimes called All Fools' Day) is celebrated every year on April 1 by playing practical jokes and spreading hoaxes. The jokes and their victims are called April fools. People playing April Fool jokes expose their prank by shouting April Fool. Some newspapers, magazines, and other published media report fake stories, which are usually explained the next day  or below the news section in small letters. Although popular since the 19th century, the day is not a public holiday in any country  - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Fools'_Dayhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Fools'_Day
On April Fools’ Day many fools are made, and in turn, these fools seek to make fools of others in a chain process to have fun, with still others who fall victims to their pranks and who seek to pounce 
on still others to get back for what they have been victimized and so on. 

To some this is a foolish chain of events at victimization in the name of fun.

And it may be so, so long as they do not result in any serious repercussions.
But is a “fool” always just a “fool” just to be treated lightheartedly?

The Bible does not think so. 

· Saul acknowledged himself a fool for trying to take the life of innocent king David:

Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. 
I Sam. 26:21

· The Atheist is a fool and is Abominable as declared in 
Psa. 14:1; 53:1

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 
· The Fool and his Ways are listed out in the Book of Proverbs 36 times!
Eg. The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall.  10:8
 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: 
    12:15a
· The Fool and his Words are listed out in the Book of Ecclesiastes in 10 verses!
Eg.
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: 

12:15a
The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious; 
but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself. 
10:12
A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell what shall be; 
and what shall be after him, who can tell him? 
10:14
On April Fools’ Day (yesterday), were you careful with your Ways and your Words 
that you do not portray yourself or others as a Fool?
REFLECT
2. To call a person a fool may sometimes sound very lighthearted and of little significance.        
But the Bible does not treat it so.  In fact the Bibles makes it to be serious and solemn 
so much so that a Christian should not call another person a Fool. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told the multitude:
Mt. 5:22
I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.  


Raca is a term of vilification in Chaldee to mean empty, worthless.

Fool is from the Greek musterion = dull or stupid, i.e.…. blockhead, fool  

The above text (Mt. 5:22) is in the context of:  

Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 
Mt. 5:21
Whether lightly or seriously should you ever call a person a Fool?
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: 

A person need not be just a Fool one day in April; the Atheistic Fool is one for life!
